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The author [understandably] imparts much technical information about search engines; mammoth data capturing and indexing; components; user interface; PC cloning; computing power; multiple personal computers; and mathematical formulas and equations in software, all of which are indigenous to the Google economy. The final sections of the book contain: Google search tips, a Google labs aptitude test, Google’s financial scorecard and an Index for research and images of the Founders.








Advertising provided Google with a source of revenue and the Founders interest in public good was tested early in the game when it came to choosing between the mixing of free results for searches and paid adverts. How frequently users clicked onto relevant adverts was an adept way to ensure customer “lock-in”, plus it delivered a big enough audience for businesses to target their advertising. The search engine operated a sophisticated 24-hour marketplace/auction where thousands of words and phrases that people search for everyday, were bought and sold like goods and services. One item may fetch 30 cents while another such as investment advice, could go for as much as three [US]dollars. Google was product, and how the prices were set in this electronic market answered one of the biggest mysteries about how the Founder’s company converted the clicks on its Web site into cash. 





													


After Google registered for an official office in China, the “strike while the iron’s hot” deal with their 100 million internet users turned out to be a two-edged sword for Google. Now before the word ‘misrepresentation’ slips past the readers mouth, Vise points out that while an unexpected torrent of growth in Internet search and advertising could help sustain Google’s extraordinary sales and profit figures well into the future and keep its stock attractive to investors, what appeared initially beneficial to Google turned out to contain a trace of detrimental “slough”. Where Google was above-board and free, the authorities in China were prohibitive with compulsory censorship, actively monitoring and restricting the Internet. Where Google made reasonable use of non-malicious advertising, the other side was seen to use propaganda to justify their ideals. Although users could see the nature of their links – actual access to those links was blocked. Google was starting to appear hen-pecked and Sergey’s founding mantra of “Do no evil” was compromised.
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The Google Story - David A.Vise  


(Published by Pan Macmillan 2005, ISBN-978-0-330-44005-9)








The world, like a sharp-eyed Magpie has an appetite for a success story and this book offers some appealing reading. The reader is taken inside the playful Googleplex - the hottest business, media and technology triumph of our time. Like a librettist who is master of her opera, so Google is the master of the search engine…while others are mastered by them. 





With 64 million people clicking in daily and more than 100 global languages in use, Google’s mass communication has blown the competition completely away. This is the Wow! factor Vise says and its intriguing to know that while Google has spent no money on advertising or promotions of their brand name, their homepage is reputed to be the most valuable piece of unspoiled real estate on the internet.





The reader is introduced to Google’s two founders who are bouyant, smart, upright, helpful, zealous and affable. Both are PhD students who come from Stanford University – a breeding ground for electronics engineers – namely Larry Page, a brilliant engineer and mathematician and Sergey Brin, Russian-Jewish visionary extraordinaire and mathematician, who together took Google from start-up to stock market. The word ‘Googol’ means an algorithmic search, a very large number, and was the original spelling for what has now become that famous name, Google. Larry and Sergey catapulted the company to success by exploiting leverage in science and technology, and in doing so breathed action into a massive search engine which tracks credit and information for work done and creates links into millions of citations for eager researchers worldwide. 





Google’s business ethic: It is better to work together to grow a market than to kill your competitors and shrink the market - is ground-breaking, optimistic and it works. “Make your competitor your partner, compete and cooperate at the same time to grow the market” was a revolutionary business idea in 2001 and still is in 2010. Larry and Sergey’s organisational culture is hands-on: daily motivations with their staff, a desire to push hard to eradicate flaws and the need to feed the needs of the people. ‘Avaricious’ is not a word found in the Google dictionary as millions of users derive immense pleasure from using the search engine for free,  a decision taken by the Founders that has brought manifold benefits. 
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There are a profusion of events Vise regales that are simultaneously enlightening, shocking, immense, sincere, consequential, humorous, engaging and which leaves the reader with a feeling of dazed grandeur. From Investors and venture capital backers, shareholders, stock options, [measuring your worth] IPO’s; Google’s website and doodles; intellectual property; their involvement with AOL, Yahoo, Earthlink, Ask Jeeves and G-mail; hiring a chef on the premises; their library digitisation project; Google’s victorious legal skirmishes with “old bulls sniffing the air” wealthy companies abusive dominance; and finally, to Google’s future foray into human genomics with Dr. Craig Venter¹. 








¹	The book Life Script by Nicholas Wade, the Genome and the New Medicine 2002, Free Press Publishers, ISBN 0-7432-3103-1, talks about 


Dr. Craig Venter’s Race for the Human Genome, Digitisation and Pharmaceutical companies interest in future protein-based drugs. (Footnote mine) 


   











The Author


David A. Vise states that this book was not created, authorised, or endorsed by Google, Inc. David has strived for excellence in the reporting and writing of this book. The Washington Post (The newspaper with soul) and research maven Richard Drezen gave assistance.


 





Who should read this book.


The weatherman, scholars, car mechanics, financiers, movie directors, the newscaster, the linguist, lawyers, technologists, chefs, beachcombers, builders, brides-to-be, partners, bosses, travel agents, politicians, photographers...and 64 million other interested parties.


  


Review by Veldra Morris. 
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