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In the Chapter on Our Constitution the reader’s attention is directed onto the heart of the conservative assault on federal courts and on their gaining control of the courts which he calls the holy grail for a generation of conservative activists who claimed that liberal judges had placed themselves above the law, basing their opinions not on the Constitution, but on their own whims and desired results. Barack states that those on the left see things differently. With conservative Republicans making gains in the congressional and presidential elections, many liberals viewed the courts as the only thing standing in the way of a radical effort to roll back civil rights, women’s rights, civil liberties, environmental regulation, church/state separation and the entire legacy of the New Deal.





Globalisation has greatly increased economic instability for millions of ordinary Americans. In the Chapter on Opportunity the readers thoughts are focused on the state of the American economy in the year 2006. To stay competitive and keep investors happy in the global marketplace, US-based companies automated, downsized, outsourced and off-shored. They held the line on wage-increases, replaced defined-benefit health and retirement plans, and shifted more cost and risk onto workers. The result was the emergence of what some call a “winner-take-all” economy with anaemic job growth, hefty corporate profits with a shrinking of those profits going to the workers. Barack embraces educational reform and especially for those poor black and latino children languishing in schools that can’t prepare them for the old industrial economy much less the information age! Lift up student achievement and bring in good teachers, provide adequate funding, higher wages, more support from the educational bureaucracy and create a network of togetherness for teachers. Barack constructs the premise that education, energy independence, science and technology investments would all go towards making America more competitive. 





In the Chapter on Faith Barack discusses inter alia the growing fervour of mainstream evangelical churches, observing the skill of evangelicals in marketing their religion, right up to the charisma of their leaders. He points to America’s pivotal realisation that ‘something is missing’ from their daily lives, and asks relevant questions: Is it the place of sanctimonious preachers to judge others and to doom ‘heathens’ to eternal damnation? Why are respectable church ladies so quick to shun those unable to meet their standards of propriety even as they desperately conceal their own dirty little secrets? Why do Church fathers utter racial epithets while chiselling their workers out of any nickel that they could? Barack grew up with a well-rounded religious education where the Bible, Koran and Bhagavad Gita sat side by side on their bookshelf alongside books of Greek, Norse and African mythology. 
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The Audacity of Hope, Barack Obama – by Barack Obama 


(Published by Crown Publishers 2006, ISBN 9781847670830)





It’s the 60’s and it’s Christmas in Honolulu. Seated around a large festive table a family is enjoying the enormous spread of food, gifts, and a chance to get-together to talk amidst all the merriment. A maternal grandmother and mother keep a proud, loving watchful eye on the celebrations and especially over a daring young boy who is laughing and chatting animatedly with his family which comprises of a sister who is half-Indonesian, a brother-in-law and niece of Chinese descent, some blood relatives who resemble Margaret Thatcher and another who could pass for Bernie Mac. The child’s father is black and his mother is a white woman, but who cares? The little boy’s loyalties are not restricted on the basis of race and his worth is not measured on the basis of tribe. After all it’s Christmas-time, his family are together and everyone is having fun.





“Manners maketh the man” so the saying goes, and this book paints a picture of such a man who, coupled with a delightful mixture of verbal diarrhoea and an eagerness to be a serious politician, awakens huge change in America. Barack is diaphanous and real, and while he keeps a keen eye on America’s political temperature, he makes scintillating and sobering assessments of both his political colleagues and his opposition. The reader is confronted with a cheerful lawyer who, as he rolls up his shirt sleeves and surrounds himself with smart people, starts early on the campaign trail, finding conversation and substantial support in friends and acquaintances in his Springfield days. Debate is the name of the game but Barack is not content when the interests of a party take preference over truth and justice, where free speech is not free and where negative campaigns and personal attacks threaten the democracy America’s Founding Father’s painstakingly scripted. 





In the Chapter on Race, the reader’s attention is directed through Barack’s viewfinder as he focuses on the Republican set menu of false, cramped choices with it’s aftertaste of bitter partisanship, stifling lack of goodwill, racial and religious tensions that have caused America’s democracy to go seriously awry. The subjugation and stigmatization of black people and minority groups, the Administration’s inadequate planning and indifference towards the victims of Katrina, notwithstanding poor families who could add nothing to their exchequer, the exploitation, stirred prejudice and a litany of petty slights suffered for decades, leads Barack to assert that the treatment the political glass-blower has fashioned for blacks and minorities living in America needs to be strongly refuted. 
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The whole science of man, his human physiology and psychology, the right to be treated with both suitable respect and suitable detachment was a mark left on a young boy’s soul. In between his schooling, Barack’s mother re-married and for five years Barack attended a Catholic school and then a predominately Muslim school. Perhaps the most religious teaching that has been etched into Barack was his mother’s call to kindness, charity, love, honesty, empathy, discipline, delayed gratification and hard work. Poverty and injustice were issues that needed to be addressed urgently and Barack was drawn to the power of the historically black church whose attributes he states helped him shed some of his skepticism and embrace the Christian faith. The Church’s power to spur social change, minister to the whole person, serve the community’s political, economic, and social as well as spiritual life, feed the hungry, clothe the naked and challenge powers and principalities, helped Barack to see the Word made manifest. 





There are other Chapters on Values, Politics, The World Beyond our Borders and Family, which are optimistic, inspiring, humorous and as sparkling as a winter’s night skies.          





The Author


Barack Obama was born in Honolulu in 1961. In his early twenties he found his vocation working among poor communities on the south side of Chicago. Later he went to law school at Harvard University, where he became the first black president of the Harvard Law Review. In 1995 he published his memoir Dreams From My Father, which became a bestseller soon after it was reissued in 2004. After returning to Chicago, he was elected to the Illinois State Senate in 1996. Barack delivered the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention, and later that year he was elected to the US Senate. He lives in Chicago with his wife Michelle and two daughters, Sasha and Malia. He is now President Elect after his substantial win in the US Presidential Elections in November 2008.   








Who should read this book.


Anyone who wishes to know why Mr Obama is clothed with such a deal of interest, the principles and belief systems he stands for, which topics interest him and the models that fashioned his life as a young boy. Those who are concerned about the detour America has taken in re civil rights, inhumane treatment of prisoners and in general, the counterfeit presentation America has delivered to the world. The reader who would query the compromise of America’s Constitution, legislation, justice and equal opportunity for all. 


And no, there are not 13 Rules at the end of this book.    





Review by Veldra Morris 
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