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Graeme and his wife Vel read from 1 Timothy 1 of Paul’s introduction to stewardship that he realised the Lord had allocated for Timothy1. Paul and the other Apostle’s teachings remained a bedrock of belief and application for the early Churches. Timothy was Paul the Apostle’s associate and a very close friend throughout Paul’s distinctive work on his missionary journeys, visiting, preaching and writing of Jesus Christ in establishing and outlaying formal structures for many leaders and elders. Timothy had also worked with Silas who was blessed with a prophetic gifting and who was leader over the original Jerusalem Church, see [Acts 15:32]. Timothy’s concern for the Philipians was “without rival” Paul had stated at the time in AD 64, and when Paul was in the location of Ephesus, after hearing reports regarding the general condition of the Churches, he sent Timothy two letters with guidance to fulfill and rectify any administrative lacunas. God had entrusted Paul with the Gospel of Salvation and Paul wrote in a fatherly tone to Timothy where he directed the young man’s focus towards significant matters – the relevant doctrine of Jesus Christ2; the purpose of the Commandment to Love and forgiveness; the cogency of God’s Mercy and Grace. Paul formalised Timothy’s belief into the ministry as he followed the leading of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, prayers and blessings in the Grace of our Lord Jesus3 and the gift of prophecy, where Paul acknowleged the Testimony of Jesus within Timothy. The operation and program4 that Timothy carried forward was at a time when increasing numbers of believers responded wholeheartedly5 to the kērygma. Paul reminded Timothy in his letters to not waste time with those who rejected the necessity of a good conscience and robust confession of Christ, those with “wordy combats” that had shipwrecked their faith. Paul mentioned that to the ones who deliberately rejected Christ he had ceased praying for; and he noted a nexus between blasphemy and Satan. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to give to Jesus the Lord a heart that is pure, may ask for His Salvation sincerely and He shall hear your heart.   





Footnotes





1	See our previous Spiritual Belief pertaining to year 2016, page 4, for a profile of Timothy and his ancillary duties. He eventually became the first Bishop of Ephesus. 


2	Mtt 7:28; Jn 7:16-18. Acts 2:42; Ro 6:17. There were some in the Church who’s official function comprised of teaching basic doctrine to the new converts. Throughout the history of the Church, the 	Epistles have inter alia been used to instruct ministers of Christ in their stewardship and have been invaluable in providing a pattern for ministers, elders, Church officials and others as to the  	nature of Christ Who’s longsuffering, Mercy and patience has called them to everlasting life. Paul’s humble expert assessments provided protections in the Churchs’ infrastructure and 	many 	Churches were established throughout the Centuries. 


3	The Potentate [vs 11] established Jesus Christ the Lord as High Priest in Oath and not via the Law; the Everlasting Sovereignty of God entrusted Paul and the Apostles with a wide stewardship 	and commitment that they instilled in others, as led by the Name of Jesus Christ, see [1 Cor 9:17]. 


4	If any absence in the letter of Pauline pronouns, prepositions and participles, the common hypothesis was that Paul had made use of a different amanuensis. 


5	The purpose of waging a good warfare of spiritual faith was to stay anchored to Christ. The encouragement to the early Church was that through many difficulties that presented and would still 	present, the believer must endure and ‘Let no man take your Salvation from you’. The Scripture reveals Jesus of Nazareth’s word directed at the woman at the well. “[I]f only you knew Who it was 	that was offering you this Water…if you drink this Living Water you shall not thirst again...”. In the modern era there are derivative suggestions under the auspices of “good” designed to undermine 	a man or woman’s identity for example one “mirroring you to catch you in a weak moment”. Scripture faithfully predicted “everything will be uncovered and have to answer to Christ..” We at CLT 	pray that all believers everywhere hold to the faith and feed the soul, day and night with the Living Water of the Word of God. It is better to do the work now and benefit later.   


	 





All I do   -  Words and music by Darlene Zschech, Hillsong [CD] Blessed,  Hillsong Publishing © 2006. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel contemplate Paul’s concluding spiritual guidance, comfort and Church management at 2 Thessalonians 3 where he prepared, equipped, warmly encouraged and bolstered hope. The underlying basis of Paul’s letter was the emphasis he placed upon the continuance of preaching Christ’s Salvation as a free gift to the undeserving sinner and towards the ongoing corresponding kerygmatic responsibility of the Church, to all the nations. Paul recommended prayer du jour  for strength that the message to the Gentiles would travel swiftly1, separated from factors disorderly that constrained and confined. It was Paul’s genuine belief generally throughout his Epistles that the Gentiles enjoyed a fully-orbed Salvation with all the essential ingredients of righteousness; and he and the other Apostles taught  “all that Jesus began to do, until the time He was taken up” [Acts 1:1f]. The doctrinal concepts of Paul’s submissions were received by a thirsty Church in the midst of persecutions2, however Paul was confident the Church would – i) stay focussed on the great things God had done; ii) enjoy the companionship of prayer with Christ; iii) remain content performing their obligations towards Father in heaven following bouts of political revolt, defection and rebellion against God, which Peter the Apostle advised the Church to patiently3 bear as Christ did, see [1 Peter 2:23; 3:9]. Paul confirmed the validity of prayer that permitted God’s Word into the Church’s decision-making processes and expressed his gratitude for Christ’s rendered intercession on the Churchs’ behalf, in order to bring glory to God the Father. Paul’s evaluation of members who refused to work was that the Church should not fund them.  Paul finally, aligned the Church with Christ’s authority and blessed the believers – by Grace, the intervention that through their belief in Christ’s Name reversed the effects of spiritual decay4; and that peace settled in the believers’ hearts, which distinguished the Lord’s Presence.  ANY PERSON who wishes to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and be saved from a fallen state into His glorious Eternal Life, may ask Him for Salvation, the invitation of God’s Love is available to all the nations, openly.         





Footnotes





1	Paul requested prayer specifically for a swift Word, that the content of the Gospel would find its prescribed time and place, with no hindrance. Paul explained at various junctures that beneath the 	surface of Church life a struggle waged for the believers’ faith, a struggle which the Lord Jesus had already won at Calvary, see [Psalm  31:8; Ezek 34:22;1 Cor 15:3,11; Eph 6:10-20; 2 Thess 2:7; 	3:7,8]. The Son of God placed obedience to His Father at the highest premium; Paul relied on the doctrine of obedience and counselled the Church into obedience saying they should follow him. 	Obedience was a progression of redeemed man’s nature recreated by God, for His purposes on the earth, since the initial fall and decay. Adam and Eve under Covenant with God, breached the 	terms and conditions and their progeny acted out their faith in two contrary ways - one obedient to do God’s Will, the other unreasonable and wicked. Abel, a shepherd and one who probably had 	good reason to be bitter towards his parents –  everything was in order, in its place, all they ever needed was laid down for them; and then they committed the worst deed possible, they breached 	Covenant, took advice from the deceiving one and in the resultant mess brought God’s wrath down upon themselves, where decay wrought through the entire existence of everything on the earth. 	Abel, however chose to lay aside the things he could not change and instead continued to toil hard for his living according to God’s express pronouncements, and with childlike faith rendered 	an appropriate offering, the firstborn lamb as sacrifice for sin. This related to heartfelt intention to repent. Unlike Cain, a farmer of crops who produced a tardy sacrifice for acts and/or the failure 	to act, showed disregard for God’s procedural order, showed no remorse and thus continued with a line of disobedience that Paul later, quite frankly, addressed as  calumnious. See [Gen 	3:9,11,13, 16,17; 4:2,4,5; Gen17:1; 1 Sam 31:11-13; Mtt 1:24, 25; Lk 17:17; Jn 8:51,55, 56; Rom 1:1, 6:17;Heb 11:7] 


2	Scoffers who wished to “flee God” [AD 50-55] were drawn towards usages reflected in deeper metaphors and exotic products of the age. The “fear of the Lord” was a healthy key theme in the 	wisdom literature of Scripture [the book of Job to Song of Solomon, see [Jb 26:13] where we read that Job “had no need to flee God”. Fear of the Lord meant respect and reverance for God, 	where one stood in awe of his majesty and awesome creation, see [Prov 1:7-9]. 


3	Noah an antediluvian righteous Patriarch lived through a time of very low morals – influences were evil; the place was rife with family strife; human life had no value; irrational pop judgments were 	inflicted on one human by another; Noah was seen as the “least” and treated as a“misfit” however he bore patiently, holding faithfully to those things that could never fade, be stolen or used up. 	We learn later from history that Noah and his family alone, were saved due to a Covenant God had made with Noah, see [Gen 6:1-9]. 		 	 	


4	Paul inculcated the Grace of Christ, the One “Who has no beginning” and “Who has no end” upon the Church, the Grace that transformed men and women from glory to glory. Paul had 	experienced this Grace and found it did not excite a reactionary activity of sin, see [Ro 7; Acts 8:1; 9:1]; see also [Jn 17:5; Heb 7:3]. A  measure of Christ’s authority was the power to repeal the 	Curse of decay in return for fruitfulness for all who followed Him.





Redeemer  -  Cathy Burton, Thankyou music and Integrity music © 2009.
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Graeme and his wife Vel in our faith both reflect and read of Paul’s communication with particularity, to the Thessalonians at 2 Thessalonians 2 where he enumerated in AD 51 or 52 four themes that worked against idleness in the Church, pertinent to Christ’s second Coming – i) future persecutions; ii) the timing of Christ’s return; iii) great rebellion; iv) persistence.  The second Epistle Paul hastily wrote in order to set the Church back on track with a call to courage and consistent conduct. Paul faced the issue of Church growth – the way some Thessalonians understood it Christ would return at any moment and Paul saw they were thus in danger of “running their work on idle”. Paul assured the Church that Christ would vindicate the righteous1 who endured. A related issue was the fact that the Church had indeed suffered for their faith however the rash of persecutions that inflicted them were based not on doctrinal purity but on extra-religious personal jealousies, around Jesus Christ’s scintillating truth, that drew multitudes of people who quite literally turned the world and every myth upside down2. Paul predicted the coming of the man of evil, someone who was lawless and epitomized wickedness - not necessarily for principles of recognition for the Church – but for the express purpose that all Church members were urged to ready themselves for anything that threatened their faith and most significantly to call others to share in the glory of Jesus Christ. Paul warned the Church to never entertain speculative elastic rumours or reports from any source whatsoever that purported “the Messiah had come”, as it was prophesied that a number of exacting matters must emerge preceding3 the actual Day of the Lord4. Paul steered the Church into boldness preaching Christ’s truth and reasoned their very lives depended upon it; they were to be assured Father in heaven pre-determined final victory was Christ’s, the brethren must never set aside their responsibilities, God continued to send comfort, hope and they must obey with unrestrained5 kerygmatic acts.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know the Mercy of God may call Jesus Christ at any time and Scripture states Lord Jesus says He will hear you and grant you Mercy.  





Footnotes





1	Our Lord affectionately called His disciples and His Church,“His own”, “His family”, Who continued to do His Father’s work and performed many miracles as He renewed people from their fallen 	state - whereas the unbeliever who rejected Jesus Christ as Lord would remain in a fallen state. Paul elaborated on the concept of a deepening love the brethren would show towards one 	another, baptised into Jesus Christ and prayed for with the laying on of hands. Christ extended His welcome of Salvation towards outsiders, urged prayer for outsiders and to do good towards all 	people, see [Mtt 5:43,44; Mk 3:33ff  Mk 4:11; Jn 13:34,35; Acts 14:23,47; Acts19:1-6; Ro 12: 9-13; 2 Cor 5:14; 1 Thess 4:9,10; Heb 13:1; 1 Pe 1:2; 4:8].  


2	The dominant impression of Jesus of Nazareth was the authority and attractiveness of truth. His teaching drew people to Him and when they followed Him they knew they could expect to be taken 	seriously. His personal authority impressed the Roman Centurion and was causa causans to His disciples having left their homes – not permanent abandonment – to follow Him. Jesus ministered 	to them who had no opportunity to shake them free of the bonds of shame and myth - no matter their social standing, see [Mk 2:17]. His preaching met with a hitherto never experienced before 	favourable response amongst both poor and wealthy. Our Lord Jesus also drew rich and influential followers although He remained unimpressed by wealth or poverty. Life emanated from every 	Word He spoke, see [Mk 1:20; Jn 19:38-42]. Jesus removed artificial barriers and sternly condemned a callous neglect of the less fortunate, see [Mtt 8:7f; Mk 1:22-31; Lk 14:7-14; 16:19ff].  


3	Pressure from persecution; false teachers; a waiver of truth and specific solicitation towards worldly appetites, [verse 15].


4	If the Christian view that God was active in history is to be preserved we must adhere to Biblical language rather than any Platonist terminology which contrasts the world of time ‘here’ with 	a world of eternity ‘there’. The New Testament picks out one of the times appointed by God as decisive e.g. the first note of Jesus’ preaching was at‘The time is fulfilled’ [Mk 1:15]. Within the 	period of Jesus’ earthly ministry there was a further narrowing of attention to the time of His death and resurrection; and it modified the division of time into the present age and the age to come 	specifically with a period of transition in the future between ‘this time’ and the ‘world to come’. Scripture roundly asserted that God was not limited to time as we are and continued to address Him 	as the King of Ages, see [Mk 10:30, Eph 1:14; 1 Cor 10:11; 1 Tim 1:17] who in His Time procures final victory for multitudes of saints who endure.    


5	Concerning ‘restraint’ the Biblical text differentiates between God and man. God is merciful without restraint; when people harbour bad thoughts and attitudes and ask God for forgiveness, the 	Lord shows no restraint in granting mercy; when a person is saved he or she receives new life without restraint from the Lord which assists believers to focus on Christ’s work; a man of wisdom 	used words with restraint; do not overwork to be rich, use restraint. However man-made rules and taboos  i) stress effort alone rather than Grace; ii) foster a critical spirit about others; iii) stress 	formulas, secret knowledge, special visions rather than the Word of God; iv) elevates self-righteousness rather than Christ’s righteousness; v) claims elitism; vi) disregards the family of God and 	seeks exclusivity and; vii) where there is no revelation people cast off restraint, see [Ps 78:38; Pr 17:27, 23:4, 29:18; Col 2:23].     





I will Exalt You  -  Words and music by Brooke Ligterwood, Hillsong Faith + Hope + Love, Hillsong Publishing © 2009  		     


	


We at CLT adhere to Paul’s message and remain uncompromisingly inspired by the One Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
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Graeme and Vel provide continuity to our faith aligned with Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians at around AD 55-57, the construction of his concern for two different sets of principles addressed at 2 Corinthians 4. Paul drew the Corinthians’ attention to the fact that anyone who spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ, stood in the very presence of God and that He heard every word. The gospel message of the Lord Jesus’ Word was open to ANY PERSON who truly wanted to believe - which placed a spiritual onus on disciples, apostles and teachers to safely discharge its truths with a sense of serious duty. Paul willingly served the Corinthians through challenging times where he felt a crushing blow to the heart when some went astray yet he never lost hope in seeing prodigals return to the Lord Jesus1.  The new life-in-Christ ushered in a very different perception of life and death, in comparison to Epicurean2 ‘serene detachment’ ideas Paul encountered [at Athens previously] and then at Corinth. The “achievement of happiness by serene detachment”3 or in modern terms “Don’t rock my boat” misdirection Paul felt the need to correct. He assisted the members in understanding the reason for the struggles believers faced, the application of an appropriate response in the face of such testings by likening the believer to an earthenware container4. It was appropriate to offer God sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise when the believer felt perplexed, pressed in on every side. Paul distinguished between those who had been diverted “off-course” on the one hand by the allure of power and pleasure; and others who had actually led many off the path of God’s love through circuitous actions which had drawn the Lord Jesus’ sharpest criticisms5 while He was on the earth. Paul described the person who precluded Jesus Christ in their preaching as being a false teacher, saying that the Light of Christ dwelt in these perishable containers according to the express purpose of Father God6. ANY PERSON who would like to be obedient, may pray to Christ God’s Son Who will save you if you ask Him to. His Grace finds you just where you are. 





Footnotes





1	The view of one young Pastor in a discussion this last week on the aspects of “prodigals” in the modern age. The Pastor drew an interesting perspective “Father, get them to the pigpen 	quicker [sic] so that they can repent sooner and we can have them back because we love them as You do”. 


2	Scripture gave them the label “apiqȏrȏs” meaning one who denies life after death. 	 


3	“Serene detachment” in modern society is subjective. The Bible draws a distinction between two categories of attitude people evinced when faced with a stranger injured – one, serenely detached; and the other showed goodness of heart. Referencing the parable that defined the Good Samaritan, it is interesting that from AD 6 onwards there existed a polemic between the Samaritans and the establishment of Jerusalem, encouraged by developing hatreds, although the Samaritans responded enthusiastically towards Lord Jesus and later towards Christian Churches, where history reveals Christ was seen as important. It is worth mentioning that while the initial passers-by acted ‘serenely detached’ , some nevertheless despised the person and offered no assistance. The capped dictum of the parable revealed that to the Lord Jesus’ understanding, despising the man ought not to have precluded him from assistance. Hate him if you will but why not help him? see [Lk 10:33].    


4	Paul described in general terms the purpose of God that already secured “victory over the grave” on a daily basis. Paul saw the believer’s afflictions as ‘light’, [and he thanked God for His 	mercies]. 	In [Psalm 116] the prophecy revealed Jesus Christ had called upon the Father, honoured His vows, took the Cup of Salvation upon the Cross in the presence of all the people and 	offered sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise in the midst of being brought the lowest a man has ever been, in deep sorrow, pain and death. 


5	A hoax – hallmark of the devil to trick, deceive, a ploy, swindle and prank. To be deceived was a serious matter, however to be the source of that deception that caused another to go astray, drew 	the severe warnings from God our Father in the Old Testament and likewise from Christ, His Son in the New Testament. 


6	The Scriptures show that it was Father God’s purpose that believer’s are transformed p-r-o-g-r-e-s-s-i-v-e-l-y into Christ’s character. Aspects of Christ’s likeness - the Lord Jesus is perfect, whole, 	complete, full, had capacity to reach His end goal; He was fully filled with the Holy Spirit to meet all demands; He is undamaged, intact, blameless, lacks nothing; He is wholly free of faults, is 	worthy of all praise, is able to give constant sympathy, help and secures for believers by His ongoing intercessory Prayers, constant access to God [Heb 7:25]. Believers extol Christ Who was 	their ‘everything’ that controlled, moved, had 100% capacity to read and think Godly truths, had its existence and breathed Life to the believer through the Holy Spirit, promised by the Father.





How Deep the Father’s Love for us – Kelly Minter from Songs of Fellowship CD, Integrity Music 2014, Christian Art Media 2014 Disc 1 song 12. 	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read matters that arose in connection with Paul’s teachings at 2 Thessalonians 1. Paul included his fellow epistolary labourers in Christ’s Gospel, Silvanus and Timothy; his greeting was epistolary custom that involved no personal encounter with the Church; Paul realised there remained significant misapprehensions among the members concerning the matter of the ‘parousia’ [Christ’s return], that called for him to address. Paul assured the Church that if they had patiently tolerated any severe ordeals, a ‘nightmare’ of pain, any suffering and/or frightening incidents and that if they had come out of the troubles stronger in the faith of Jesus Christ - then that was probative evidence that they had stood under the righteous judgment of God and were counted worthy of the Gospel of Christ’s calling where Christ Himself had fulfilled God’s goodness by His work with power and where each saint on that Day who displayed the nature of God in their transformation, will glorify Jesus the Lord1. Paul divulged the Church’s future and encouraged the Thessalonians to be watchful2. Scripture revealed how the world, in God’s prescribed time, will end – in flaming fire [vs 8]. Those who do not know God will be exposed to Divine Judgment and see everlasting destruction from the Presence of the Lord however those who obey the Gospel of Christ will receive not punishment but will participate with joy in giving Christ3 deserving praise and honour with many many other servants of God. ANY PERSON who wishes to escape the Judgment of the Day of the Lord, may come to Jesus the Lord and offer Him their heart, and ask for Salvation. Scripture tells us the Lord hears you and will give you His peace and Salvation. 





Footnotes





1	The glory that is laid at feet of Jesus Christ due to the transformation of His saints’ who displayed aspects of His nature as one of high regard, approval and high respect, that His work fulfilled 	fulfilled the Purpose of His Father’s Calling. His faithfulness towards the believers in intercession and the Work of the Holy Spirit in His Name, would be exalted by many saints, recipients 	of His powerful timeous intercessions. Pertinent aspects of the Saviour’s nature were – love, joy, faith, goodness, patience, hope, kindness, gentleness [Gal 5:22 AD 49]. God’s work is everlasting 	and Scripture recorded that it took a believer’s lifetime to patiently bring out “the old man nature” by faith [not human works] and transform believers lives to reflect heavenly Father’s character; 	which Christ’s Church reflected, see [2 Tim 1:9,10 AD 66,67]. An overview of Salvation - we were called before time began, the Father revealed the Saviour to us and Christ revealed the Father to 	us. Christ’s work on the Cross justified us, Christ continued to reign spiritually in our lives causing us to further endure. The probative evidence of our calling, see Titus 1:15,16 AD 64] stated that 	those who have Christ alive in their hearts would “see the good in everything” and weep at wickedness. Paul counselled reliance should be placed upon leaders in the Church who were 	Spirit-led Shepherds themselves, under the Counsellor’s guidance and under the Spiritual obligation of forgiveness, called and saved by faith, who “saw the good in everything”. Those who 	obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ were pre-determined to live eternally, however the devil would be dealt with in Christ’s judgment on the Day of the Lord’s return. The differentiation thus is that 	the redeemed shall live forever – the devil shall not, see [1 Jn 3:7,8 AD 85]. 


2	Paul advised believers to be watchful in significant areas – to be watchful of the Day of the Lord; to be watchful towards obedience of the Gospel of Christ; to be watchful in helping the poor, the 	ashamed, the disenfranchised, the lowly; as these were in need of intelligent human care.      


3	Jesus purposefully made two statements when the oath was put to Him, i) Confimation that He was indeed the Christ, Son of God; and ii) “you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 	the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven”.. a promise that has endured and endures up to its prescribed time of fulfillment, see [Dan 7:13 535 B.C.; Matt 26:63,64]. The Old Testament 	Prophets, the Apostles and our Lord Jesus’ prophecies have always been and are always fulfilled; and that which has been prescribed to a point later in mankind’s calendar, will be fulfilled by 	God, it is just a question of “when”.





		 


You brought me Home   -  Words and music by Christian Fontana & Gio Galanti, Hillsong London CD, Hillsong Publishing  © 2008














We at CLT pray encouragement, strength and clarity of thought for those in-Christ, undergoing any troubles at this point.
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Graeme and his wife Vel read of Paul’s articulation of matters at 1 Thessalonians 5 towards eschatology1 and holy living according to the written Word and the Living Word witnessed by the Disciples, Apostles and Paul2 himself. Paul urged the Church according to 2 Cor 5:15 to continue to function accordingly a) Recognise those who labour for God, continue to proficiently equip and build up the Body of Christ; b) honour the leaders; c) encourage members in need; d) sensitively comfort and support the frightened; e) practise patience and gratitude; f) live a hardworking life not in their own strength but with the Lord’s power; g) co-operate with the Third Person of the Trinity and gratefully accept the Spiritual gifts He tendered; h) receive God’s Word of prophecy that was aligned with His Word; i) listen to labourers who “refreshed the spirit” in Christ’s name, see [1 Cor 16:18; Gal 6:10], love the Body of Christ, see [Lev 19:18], praying always for the saints [Eph 6:18], test for false prophets, to which Jesus Christ our Lord Himself presaged coming events with, “Take heed none deceive you”, [Mtt 24:4] and Paul further related it was permitted that Christians hold to the following – whatever things that were true, noble, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous, praiseworthy3.  The aspect of God’s faithfulness had impact upon His ability to perform eternally4, on behalf of the saints5 of Jesus Christ and therefore cannot be underestimated. Paul furthered God’s purpose for watchfulness6 for the Church, abstemious behaviour and to live a life with kerygmatic obligation. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to run to the arms of God, may pray and ask Lord Jesus for Salvation, you are welcome to God’s House, God loves you.  





Footnotes





1	The study of the “end times”. The Day of the Lord was Scripturally recorded inter alia in 571 B.C. and 535 B.C. by Old Testament (“OT”) Prophets; by Christ Himself 400 years ex post facto the 	last of the OT Prophets; and by the Disciples and Apostles. Isaiah called the Day of the Lord a time of “yowling” and Hosea pointed towards the “unwise” who would experience sudden sorrow, 	see [Isa 13:6-9; Hos 13:13]. Two OT Prophets in 835-796 B.C. and 640-621 B.C. respectively, prophesied regarding Israel that “before your very eyes” [an obvious work of the Lord] would restore 	Israel; and a distinctive and sensitive tone from the Prophet Joel defined the “Day of God’s kindness” to Israel. Endemic to Zephaniah’s message was the call to “gather together as a nation and 	pray for Salvation”; Israel would be a restored kingdom, “God will rejoice over her with gladness”, see [Joel 3:1; Zeph 3:20].  ]. John stated the darkness will pass away, see [Ro 9:22,23].  


2	Paul, a Diaspora Jew from Cilicia whose family originated from Galilee, had roots in Palestinian Judaism where he read under Doctor Gamaliel and possessed the Pharisaic training to fully grasp 	and understand Jesus’ theology which was based upon His [witnessed] resurrected Life and claim of Christ incarnate. Our Lord Jesus Himself drew deeply from His Davidic Covenant faith of His 	Father God never breaching its terms. He embraced, the “am ha-arez”, He elevated the unlearned, the ignorant, the despised, the lame, the weak, the scorned, the ashamed and the lowly.  


3	Father’s purpose was that “vessels of mercy” would find endurance and perseverance through applying His instructions in their lives with peace following, see [Php 4:8,9].   


4	The implication of steadfastness, patience, persistence revealed components of Father God’s nature carefully recorded throughout His Scriptures – “to attend constantly to”, “continue 	unswervingly”, “adhere to firmly”, “hold fast”, see [Mk 3:9, Acts 10:7, Acts 1:14; Ro 12:12, Heb 12:1], notwithstanding the encouraging words Father God rendered to His own Son in terms of 	victory, see [Isa 50:10; Jer 1:8]. Having regard for the Father’s faithfulness in bearing the sins of many upon His shoulders, Salvation was the remedy. It was purposed that Christ’s rule 	was 	implemented at the time of His elevation to God’s right hand, ex post  ascension, up to the Day of the Lord’s return and extending to cover all the earth, into eternity. 


5	Paul would have been aware of the Old Testament recordal of the time after Abel’s death, when God pledged to set a protective mark upon Cain shielding him from retribution. In Christ, the rite 	was enlightened by Paul to the Church of the guarantee of the Holy Spirit, where the ‘sealing’ of every Christian’ found its expression in baptism with significant meaning - an inheritance; a 	concept of authentication and ownership by God; assurance for Christ-like behaviour; the anointed of God open to His Word; security predominant; an eschatological right, see 


	[Gen 4:15; Gal 6:17; Eph 1:13; 4:30; 1 Cor 12:13; 2 Cor 1:21f; Acts 8:36ff; Lk3:3f; 2 Tim 2:19]      	


6	Paul set out the general position concerning the Lord’s return and related the need for watchfulness. The word ‘watch’ was defined according to three units of time in the Old Testament - the 	beginning watch, the middle watch and the morning watch, see [Lam 2:19; Jdg 7:19; 1 Sam 11:11]. In the New Testament the Roman system contained four adopted watches – evening, midnight, 	cockscrow, morning, see [Mtt 14:25; Mk 6:48; 13:35; Lk 22:34]. Every eye will see Jesus Christ’s actual appearance – the resurrection glory of the Ruler of rulers, with Authority, beauty and 	splendour has rendered His saints blameless. [Rev 1:7]


		


You are/You are the Lord  -  Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing © 2003; You are Lord  -  Jennifer Va’a/ Hillsong Publishing © 2003; from ‘Hillsong Hope’ CD.





May the Lord of the Harvest open the eyes of those who have never received Christ’s Grace.
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Graeme and his wife Vel supply a brief exegesis of our Scripture reading at 1 Thessalonians 4. Paul continued to bring God’s truth to the lives of the Thessalonians by developing a common framework within which he issued pointers regarding the proper walk they needed to observe as brothers in Christ, taking into account associated transformations and cumulative value of knowing God. Paul’s observations broadly governed the following - i) God’s holiness as the core component of His Authority that required the believer’s obedience1; ii) obedience to the divinely established authority in the family; iii) humble commitment to Christ’s trusted pathway2; iv) reliance upon prayer to effect changes within the heart3; v) being assured of Christ’s continuing Presence4; vi) belief in the prophesied promise of God that pertained to the principle of forgiveness and removal of sin in its entirety5; vii) the reason Father God spoke6 personally to each member, and the relevancy of hearing and obediently learning from God and not through a speculative system; viii) living a quiet peaceful life; ix) loving one another on a continual basis; 


x) under Grace and conscience discarding the scourge of “old ways”7 in order for the Church to please God. 





ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to be a part of Christ’s New Covenant for Salvation may pray and ask Him to release you from slavery to sin; you and your whole family together may ask Jesus Christ for His Salvation and He will give it to you.





Footnotes





1	The key to understanding why in the Old Testament (“OT”) Yahweh’s Vocal Instruction and Commandments to the Children of Israel to holiness was not meant as a punishment but was meant for 	a resemblance of God. Their lives had to be wholly set aside for God’s glory and due to their association with God, co-operation and devotion to God. Their worship was to be iconic [the second 	Commandment being unique] Ad hoc, perjorative, misanthropic and theriomorphic paganism was incompatible, abominable and Scripture recorded narrow words - gravest sin, forbidden, 	punishment coming, judgment. The Hebrew word for obedience was šāma which meant ‘hearken to’ and in the New Testament (“NT”) to ‘hear under’, see [1 Cor 8:4]. Moses certainly applied the 	decalogue in the OT for breaking Covenant in his day, according to the Will of Yahweh, “[L]et the blood be upon your heads if you trangress the terms”, [Ex 32:26-28] and Scripture made it clear 	that Jesus the Nazarene had of necessity set forth a perfect class of obedience due to the fact He was required to render performance between His Father and Himself - His Life, for the curses of 	the Law that was meant for us and performance cost Him everything on the Cross - a rare price for Salvation, however pivotal to the agreement for New Covenant. Paul made a material point to 	the Thessalonians that they arrange their affairs to encompass obedience, discard wickedness, live humbly before the Lord Jesus under the Light of God’s Word, [Ps 119:130; Gal 3:13], where 	everyone “minded his own business” and worked meaningfully.        


2	Paul outright insisted on three matters – i) mere admission of being a Christian did not ratify one; ii) no-one confessing to be a true believer made a practise of sinning, and; iii) Satan who sinned 	from the beginning has kept steadily at it, see [Gen 3:4,5]. The disobedience of Adam and the perfect obedience of Christ were decisive factors in the destiny of all humans.  


3	Obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit guaranteed the glory of Christ’s work on earth. A  significant aspect of the nature of the Trinity was that while being incomparably high and great, God 	took note of the things that were created, see [Ps 113:5,6; Ps 18:35]. Being transformed from glory to glory meant the Lord changed the believer from - dilemma into order, unregeneration into 	holiness, imperfection into spiritual maturity, sorrow into gladness, odium into love, see [Ro 8:16 ]. 


4	The proof that Christ our Lord lived within a believer’s heart was made clear by His Presence and our Lord assured his disciples of this fact, see [Jn 16:13; 1 Jn 3:24]


5	The prophet Jeremiah prophesied a milestone for later times, that God Himself would forgive and forget sins, effected and fulfilled through Christ’s guilt, sin and burnt offering and sacrifice. 


6	The Lord Jesus referenced an Old Testament view of the Messianic Kingdom where it was prophesied that “all people will be taught by God”, see [Isaiah 54:13; Jer 31:31-34]. Christ expressly 	taught, those the Father speaks to would obediently learn from His Truth and would be Spiritually attracted to Jesus Christ, see [Jn 6:45].


7	Throughout the Scriptures, wickedness in its active form i.e. mischief and acting upon the unholy delight of evil impulses, was progressive, contagious, inflictive and found its source in Satan. The 	reading at [Gen 3:4,5] revealed that wickedness came via a mere suggestion however it was by wicked works that unbelievers were alienated from God and Scripture was insistent that 	punishment would be a certainty for those who practised wickedness, see [Ps 9:17; Jer 16:4; Mt 13:49]. Scripture also stated that evolution of faith overcame ‘the wicked one’ and that the shield 	of faith was a sure defence against his attacks, see [Col 1:21; I Jn 2:13; Eph 6:16].   	 	 





More than – Words and music by Mia Fieldes, Hillsong Faithful, Hillsong Publishing ©2003











We echo Paul’s love for Christ’s Church and praise our Lord Jesus for His Church locally and world-wide as they lifted a mighty voice of continuous praises to Christ.
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Graeme and his wife Vel mutua praepositio humbly read of an aspect of Christ’s suffering that Paul was drawn to and addressed at Philippians 3. To Paul’s understanding, attaining to Christ’s Cross was precisely what God had purposed for Christ’s followers. Rome, in the normal course, politically reserved death by crucifiction for the least and worst and the concept that Christ in the fullest sense with extraordinarily unique obedience endured the Cross, despising its shame, was in all honesty and conscience a concept that attracted Paul’s faith, where he appreciated something higher than his own birthright1, namely Salvation, that Christ alone had access to. Paul left the Philippians with little doubt that fellowship through suffering was something Paul himself shrank not from which meant that personally he was faced with two choices - attain to earthly prestige and comfort or surrender and rank himself “nothing” in order to “gain Christ”, the latter an issue of magnitude that bore all the hallmarks of Paul’s prodigious service to Christ, the fons et origo of his belief. He proposed the Philippi Church2 members set their minds at rest that composite in Christ their obedience and worship created a conduit for the resurrection life of Christ to impact their lives parri passu, whereas their relationship with Christ was already clinched at the blush of first belief. Paul wrote “I am still not all I should be but I am bringing all my energies to bear on this one thing…” which denotes the tension he had undergone when confidence in the flesh was ameliorated, including past regrets over persecuted Christians3. Paul’s gift of spiritual knowledge and wisdom, Christ’s Resurrection Life had blessed; it was so successful that men and women throughout the ages, including the modern era, exclusively pursue Christ and His teachings as a means to the Eternal Life our Lord Jesus offered. Paul revealed previously that his chains4 were tools whereby he attained the “prize of fellowship with Christ”5 and he earnestly set down material guidelines with appropriate application so that the Church in respect of Christ’s Grace might extend love to other people who asked about the Lord Jesus. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ in their sufferings may pray to the Lord Jesus and He shall come and live in your heart, He promises you will be saved.      





Footnotes


1	Saul’s [as he was then known] birthright and Pharisaical zeal – a heritage greatly esteemed, enaction of formulative loyalty; birth root from one of two “remnant” tribes from the exile [Ezra 4:1]; 	staunch - derived from the word used for “keeping the flow of a blood wound in check”, a constant obligation and untiring service - proof against temptations to desert or yield; scrupulous 	adherence to numerous rules in addition to the Law of Moses including legal persecution and murder of fledgling Christian members. However Christ redeemed Paul in the age of the Spirit 	of Grace and Supplication displaced the law, see [Acts 9;1-20]. 


2	Philippi was named after Philip 2nd of Macedonia whose character was “exceptional, just and fair” [4 B.C. – A.D.34] . The disciple, Philip, was an evangelist of the seven men chosen to serve the 	early Church and of Philip it was written he was known by the brethren as one “full of faith and the Holy Spirit”, see [Acts 6:5]. Philip became an evangelist after the scattering of the Church from 	Jerusalem, one of his noted converts being the Eunuch, an official of great authority under Queen Candace, who gave his life to the Lord Jesus in faith when he heard about Jesus Christ 	preached from the entire book of Isaiah by Philip, who also baptized the Eunuch under the Holy Spirit. Philip preached in Azotus and Caesarea Philippi and was resident there when Paul 	passed through on his last journey to Jerusalem [Acts 21:8]. Doctor Luke spoke saying Philip had “four virgin daughters with the gift of prophecy” see [Acts 21:8,9]. 


3	Saul had held the coats of Christians as they were stoned [Acts 7,8]. The Lord Jesus’ Grace Paul witnessed where God’s purposive Plan had aptly broken through the rationale and philosophy 	of mankind’s wisdom and lavish pride; to where Paul knew he must be found in humility, reverence and worshipful service to God through the Lord Jesus Christ.     


4	Paul, known for his frank alacrity and practical advancements referred to the chains of his suffering, “...for this, I am an ambassador in chains” [Acts 26:29]; “ …[I] wish you and all who are 	here, would be like me…except for these chains” , see [Eph 6:20]. 


5	Christ taught “..[W]ill a person gain anything if he wins the whole world, but loses his life?” [Mtt 16:26]. Paul would certainly have mulled over the question and answered it in his letters. 	By acting 	out Christ’s teachings with all the attitudes of his human spirit in humble service to his Saviour, the inference for Paul was that one may thus receive a heavenly gain of fellowship with Christ. To 	say Paul was only “an Apostle” would be an understatement, he was sharp, intelligent, tough-minded, espoused a high-working mind that presented with a sharp legal edge when struck by 	circumstance; however our Lord Jesus used Paul to his best advantage and enjoyment, the outcome being that Paul withstood long after Christ’s enemies’ arrangements exhausted. Paul 	urged the Church into - not partial - but full-on unwavering cogent dedication.  





Holy, You are Holy   –    Nivea Soares, Editora Adorando/Adm., by worshiptogether.com © 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel highlight the structure of Paul’s relationship with the Church members at Philippians 2. A continuing standard for overall joy governing the Church was directly due to friendships formed in-Christ when Paul first arrived at Philippi and which progressively outlasted the effects of occurrences in the normal course.  The Church had sent means respectfully and graciously to Paul, he perceived their heartfelt intentions and reciprocally blessed the Church with a level of Spiritual counsel that nothing less than outstanding. Being limited physically, Christ had opened Paul’s vast natural source of knowledge and energy into a pathway of explanatory Letters where Paul’s words revealed a structure of intention to prepare the Church for times ahead with coping mechanisms aligned with Christ, the Word of God so that “in my absence” they would be strong by being - like-minded; helpful towards fellow believers’ interests, blessed and able to give to others. Paul might have had thoughts as to his own future however he permitted Jesus Christ to use him mightily by enunciating guiding principles that acted as a sort of “adhesive” which facilitated the collective faith1 of the Church. Paul directed the Philippians’ like-mindedness to three distinct pre-determinations that were discharged appropriately by Christ2 - i) His obedience placed our Lord in the highest ranking position in the highest heavens, above every other name;  ii) at the name of Jesus Christ every knee will bow, in heaven, on earth and under the earth; iii) every person and created being will confess Jesus Christ as Lord, to the pre-determination and glory of God the Father at His prescribed time. In v 16 Paul exhorted members to “hold fast the word of life”3 which empowered the Church into transition, attaining to God’s due end by progressively being made “whole”, “back to a fit state”, “undamaged” and “intact”. In his discourse Paul assured members their faith would be strengthened with joyful patience and Christ’s perfect love. Paul commended the aorist epistolary Epaphroditus4. ANY PERSON who wishes to turn to the Lord Jesus may ask Him to forgive your sins and give you His overflowing Love; He is real, He will and His love never fails.  





Footnotes


1	Basic doctrine taught Christ’s existence was always with God [Gen 1:26], He was equal with God [Jn 1:1ff], He voluntarily set aside all His rights and privileges of Glory and Power and 	limited 	Himself to the cumulative impact of being subject to time, place, and as a human He wholly identified with mankind, He opened the Way to Salvation, He was tempted in every way just as each 	member was, yet was uniquely without sin,  He unselfishly “swapped” undeserved Favour for penalty by taking on Himself the Cross’ liability and punishments, He was concerned for people and 	illustrated everything about God’s character that could be conveyed in human terms which Paul in turn conveyed to members.  


2	The locus classicus of Paul’s ongoing teachings regarding the Lord Jesus [v 2:5-11].


3	The canister and perverse appetites with associated seeds of decay Paul saw as a distraction from the Churchs’ obedience to  ‘loving the unlovely’, and he urged members to  attach 	themselves to the Word of Life as their source. The Old Testament Hebrew meaning for  ‘word’ was dāḇār, its root meant ‘that which lies behind’ or ‘meaningful sound’; it was used 394 	times pertaining to divine communication from God to man and was an extension of the divine Personality with authority, to be heeded by angels and mankind. The New Testament Johannine 	text defined Christ as “[I]n the beginning, was the Word….the Word was God…the Word was with God…..the Word of God was made flesh..” - an astonishing feat, impossible to plagiarise -  whereby 	the Third Person of the Trinity with Power created for the Cause of God, impacted upon men and women, who turned to the Word [Christ] and changed 	the affairs of their lives from self-	centredness into ḥeseḏ [showing mercy] to the desolate . A particular feature of God’s Word Christ embodied was Father’s ability to be kind to those who opposed Him which the Lord Jesus 	continued, He loved those who used His name in vain, the scoffers and mockers, for with Him vested a Greater Power. The Word brings the Church into Christ’s fullest Fellowship due the 	fact that the Word being wholly free from faults, cannot ever return unfulfilled; which renders Christ worthy of all praise  - for  Fellowship with God  was expressly made possible due - not to 	Christ’s probation as Son of Man - but to the extraordinary costliness of obedience under the high-priestly ministry to which God called Jesus our Lord, where He offered “once for all time a 	single sacrifice for sins” [Heb 10:12].  Paul intimated the doctrine brought the Church into “one mind”.	


4	Epaphroditus attended the Philippian Church and delivered a gift to Paul from the congregation. His name meant ‘comely’ but more particularly, the Christians  when discussing the beloved 	brethren referred to Epaphroditus as “he threw down the stake”. Epaphroditus held no office in the Philippian Church however he served as a wonderul messenger specifically to Paul who 	had met him as early as AD 49. Epaphroditus succumbed to an illness, thankfully healed by God, recovered and returned home with Paul’s thank-you letter, see [vs 25-30; 27,30].	





Your Love never fails   -   Chris McClarney & Anthony Skinner, Out of the Cave Music © 2008
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Graeme and his wife Vel, as Christians recognise Jesus our Lord as the Image of the Invisible God approved by God and seated at the right hand of the Power in heaven. We read in Colossians 1 of Paul’s “support Epistle” to the Colossians where we know that while Church had not been founded by Paul, he reached out with love and mutual faithfulness and acclaimed their faith in God and resultant good shown towards each other1. Paul used the authority of the office of Apostle and extended Christ’s Grace and Peace which meant “..[i]n Christ’s name I ask on your behalf, Oh Father, for more Grace and Peace”, he also accredited Epaphras, a disciple who was an attendee at Paul’s lectures at the Hall of Tyrannus2 and who had commenced the process of founding the home-Church at Colossae. Colossae’s pinpoint location was originally where two great routes converged, Sardis and Ephesus, it was situated a hundred miles East of Ephesus in the valley of the river Lycus, a confluent area that enjoyed not only an abundant water supply, it was also a crossroads for miscellaneous philosophies and religions. Paul pronounced God’s overall Plan with its characteristic faithfulness, Grace, love in the Spirit, fruit in the Spirit, patience, longsuffering, joy, strength and held up Christ as having no equal, God’s glorious Son Who came to save mankind and with revealed wisdom3 delivered out of darkness. Paul mentioned Christ as before all things whether visible or invisible and that all things were created for His incomparable glory which would present the Colossians’ holy and blamless on the day of Judgment, through Christ’s broken body in the flesh and through His blood, above all reproach in the Presence of the Father in heaven. Paul countered the heresies du jour that claimed esoteric tradition with trenchant exploitation of irrational components of syncretism4. Paul was living at Ephesus when the Gospel first reached Colossae; his contemporaries were Philemon, Onesimus, Tychicus, Archippus, Aristarchus, Demas and Mark5. ANY PERSON who wishes to say sorry to God for their sins, may pray to Jesus, confess and ask Him for Salvation and wisdom – and He will reveal Himself to you.     


Footnotes


1	The brethren and saints met at each others’ homes to hear the guiding policies concerning Christ’s love and teaching. Jesus Himself speaking in context of Salvation, mentioned that His 	Presence 	was there when two or three gathered in His Name, see [Matt 18:20]. The early saints were faithful to Christ Who gave recognition to their obedience  “…[w]hosoever gives a cup of 	water in My Name shall by no means lose his reward”, see [Mk 9:41]. The Church was created to give Christ’s Sacrifice, Love and Grace pre-eminence, Christ’s humility being the essence of 	Christian capacity for service who honoured giving to their Church and sent gifts to other Churches in need.


2	See Acts 19 where Paul relates how all the mountebanks burned their paraphernalia in order to follow Christ’s teachings. 


3	Paul’s shrewd authentic thinking! To use the word “wisdom” in his letter, revealed that he had traced and gleaned the stimulating and challenging word from an actual Hebrew original document 	of wisdom which now found its inclusion in his Epistles and in going forward, included in the Bible canon. In context, wisdom had a powerful nexus in both the Old Testament and New 	Testaments, e.g. at Ecclesiastes, written in 180 BC,  advice for a successful life, conceived in the widest sense is portrayed where observance of the Law was advised for that was the place 	where Wisdom resided, with moderation regarding key aspects of life; The Israelites never went to war without consulting God for wisdom; King Solomon had prayed for wisdom and used it with 	language of formality and precision [1 Ki 3:16-28]; Blessings accrued upon many who sought wisdom; [Jb 29:36; Ps136:5; Prov 12:8] the Israelites spoke of bînâ meaning ‘understanding’ and 	teḇûnâ meaning ‘insight’regarding inter alia responsibilities for correct decisions over social and political spheres, see [Dt 34:9; 2 Sam 14:20; 1 Ki 3;9; 12; 4:29ff; Isa 11:2; 9:6]. Wisdom formulated 	workable plans for businessmen and women, it prescribed advice for successful living and pervaded every realm of life and emotion, see [Jb 10:4; 26:6; Pr 5:21; 10:3; 11:4; 12:2; 15:3]. God’s 	wisdom was inscrutuble [Jb 28:12-21] which meant that God in His Grace had to reveal it, if man was going to grasp it, see [Jb 28:23,28]. Biblical wisdom found its resource in the fear of the Lord, 	see [Jb 28:28; Ps111:10; Pr1:7; 9:10], already a problem for anyone who placed himself in a high position without humility. Paul caught the ears of the congregant Hebrew members when he 	mentioned the word ‘wisdom’ and especially since he was brought up with wisdom as a Jew and knew its importance in life and his training incorporated God’s wide scope of wisdom. Christ 	came to reveal God’s wisdom to mankind because as the Word [and Paul] mentioned countless times, mankind could not see it, it had to be revealed. This certainly explains why the Lord is of 	kerygmatic nature, in that, once believers’ have ‘seen Christ’s light’ there is an onus upon them to actively pray to the Father in Christ’s Name and ask Him to open eyes that are blind. It is 	critical thus to note that Pagan wisdom had no anchor in God’s Covenant since it showed open disdain for His Covenant-ideals; it was therefore doomed to failure due to its vapidity; see how 	worldy wisdom drew Isaiah’s fire, [Isa 5:21]; and see [Je 18:18] as to why it cannot succeed.   


4	In a nutshell, the very words Paul spoke contained Life. God the Creator of the Universe, earth, springs of water, under the earth, under the sea and the multiple layered heavens; created words 	of Life; Christ died and was raised to Life having displayed authority over death. Syncretism Paul declared on many occasions eshewed death only, with no life, due to the fact that it rejected God 	and His Son Jesus Christ, see [Acts 17, 19].		 


5	Aristarchus was a Jewish fellow-traveler with Paul who accompanied Paul to Ephesus and supported him on the ship from Caesarea, see [Acts 19:29; 20:4; 2 Cor 8:8; Col 4:10]; 


	Archippus was a Roman soldier and elder of the Church whom Paul sagely referred to as a “soldier of the Cross” see [Philemon 1:2]. Timothy was a close companion of Paul’s who delivered his 	letters and at times preached Paul’s message to recipients at the home-Church.     	 





You Alone can Rescue – Matt Redman / Jonas Myrin, Said and Done music, worshiptogether.com © 2009
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the position Paul held in respect of the Philippian Church in Philippians 1, where God’s affection was revealed in two important ways - one, His nature to provide, as in Paul’s material needs; two - God’s glory manifest in the progress and joy of Philippians. The commencement of a vigorous dispute between Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke, see[Acts 15:40; 16:7ff] led to Paul travelling with Silas1 in AD 49 to Philippi, which was the foremost city of Macedonia alongside a river, where Paul and Silas were met by members who had committed themselves to Sabbath prayer. They were overheard by the wealthy Lydia whose business traded in purple cloth2. That a warm relationship was formed within the Church3 is evident from gifts the Philippians sent Paul when it emerged he was in need. Paul actually wrote Philippians around AD 60-614 [Acts 20:1-6] where he raised important matters – joy in the faith, an extraordinary ability to rejoice in God’s true love5.  The Philippians had opened up their hearts to God and were astonishingly willing to be used by God to whichever task Paul directed. Paul stated that God was a God of Creation and continuance Who had capacity to complete all His works with joy6. Paul mentioned the activity of the Holy Spirit Who enabled the Church to become “like Christ” in their faith, growth ability, maturity and constant fellowship through Christ with God. He commended them for their ability to listen, help a member in need, encourage others when circumstances limited them, proffer genuine prayer, support for one another and for their generosity.  ANY PERSON who wishes to believe Jesus Christ came to save your soul, may ask the Lord Jesus to dwell in your heart and you shall be saved.  





Footnotes





1	Silas, [a Semitic from Shem] and the Aramaic še‘îlā was a form of Saul. Silas was a significant companion, he had a prophetic gifting meaning he bore the Testimony of the Spirit of Jesus and 	encouraged and strengthened the members in prayer. Right from the outset Silas’ Roman citizenship, the fact that Silas was a leader from the original Jerusalem Church and his focus upon prayer 	Paul felt was particularly helpful [Acts 15:32]. The recourse to prayer to Paul’s mind was confirmation of God’s Grace with signs following, see [Mk 16:16,17; Acts 9:11]. 	 


2	The river was the key place for trading as Philippi was nestled deep inland away from sea-routes e.g. N Gaul exported textiles for Lydia’s industry, the madder root for purple and violet hues 	Lydia used for her cloth; raw material of goat-hair Paul used for tent-making; wine used for The Lord’s Communion [Mtt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:24,25]. Lydia’s business experienced bountiful 	supply, she was blessed by God, she associated herself with the Church and was enabled with generous gifts she gave out of her abundance.  


3	The Philippian Church was open to both men and women. By working together they made progress through joy, eagerness to serve, generous giving and prayer. 


4	Paul’s Appeal had placed him in the Imperial City to be heard de lege ferenda in the highest judicial Court. Paul’s anthropology alluded to his current situation generally, in context  – ‘Caesar’s 	household’ placed his location in Rome; the ‘Church at Rome’ Paul mentioned reflected a congregation of considerable size; the Praetorium [1:13] a holding place with guards, the ‘whole Palace 	Guard’ meant everyone particularly including the “legal fraternity” who had heard of the Application [not in a negative sense. Judges deal with matters all day and 	the Court officials ensured proper 	procedure with every case. The attention of the legal fraternity would have been with keen interest regarding precedent, seeing as Paul’s Appeal had led 	to the highest Court of the land e.g. note 	the decision, after a hearing [Acts 18:14-16] “not to issue an order”, taken by Proconsul Gallio in favour of Paul which set precedent to preach freely. The Courts heard legal matters according to the 	Roll of Appeals, which took time, something Paul was aware of. The fact that the Court had to deal with the matter – set precedent by either dismissing the case for want of evidence or by setting a 	legal decision for the legal field to follow - it was just and equitable that Paul had opportunity to be heard]. Paul very cleverly, while waiting, enjoyed comparative freedom and preached the 	teachings of Christ, wrote guidance letters to the Churches for upliftment and encouragement, remained in his own lodgings with one guard in attendance, was able to pray and concentrate in a 	fairly relaxed manner, see [Acts 28:30,31].   


5	When God’s love reached for one seemingly “beyond hope” and Christ saved them, Jesus and the Father rejoiced that they were saved, see [Zeph 3:17].   


6	Were it not for Paul “in chains” neither the members nor the modern day Christian would understand the true nature of worship through any and all circumstances and the manner in which we learn 	of Christ’s Joy. Through suppressive circumstances, curtailment and limitation, Paul remained joyful due to the fact that his rewards were found in Christ; he was of mature faith not superficial; he 	endured; he was acutely aware of others who followed his example and Paul’s response to the Church in general via his Letters, Digests, Epistles was that he exemplified Christ’s love; enjoyed its 	constant joyful standard; was always expectant, never afraid; hopeful, always ready for fellowship; always obedient to Father through the Cross of Jesus Christ and probably the pivotal lesson we 	both found was Paul’s smart quick thinking in Christ to ‘redeem his time’, he used the waiting period to preach Jesus Christ’s Cross and encourage. 


	According to Paul, it was rational to be joyful in Christ. 





Who is this Love Amazing?   -   Chris McClarney, John Hartley, Thankyou Music © 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel explore some potential situations regarding Paul’s continuing theme of basic authority structures for preliminary issues such as family peace, stewardship, blessings, order, protection for the saints, servants, masters and all who embraced Christ, read at Ephesians 6. Paul noted with clarity that God’s blessings had capacity that flowed from one generation to the next1 and that peace was not the cessation of hostilities - even the defeated have that - it was God’s peace accompanied by the enjoyment of total well-being, that had significance. It is interesting that Paul quoted the Decalogue at [v 2,3] without embarrassment. The full conspectus of God’s obligation in the Old Testament at Genesis 12 was that His blessings carried authority to bless the obedient and extended to third and fourth generations2 of many who loved Him. A distinctive feature of Paul’s teaching having regard for household codes, was that it was encumbent upon all to be ethical when dealing with matters relating to servants and masters du jour.  Whether “bought” or slave by default of a debt or war, or whether categorised as foreign, a mere chattel or a retainer, Paul urged the service must extend not merely to “eye service” but to please God from the heart and work towards a component of trust in their relationship with the master. The master’s [or mistress if an heiress] governing actions Paul formulated into ethics that encompassed fairness and respect3. And finally, due to misanthropic syncretism that operated in Ephesus [Acts 17-19] Paul’s soteriology definitively identified a genus of preparatory strategic spiritual “weapons” with which the saints fought that commenced with the injunction “the battle is already won”4 where by virtue of the special relationship with the Lord Jesus the saints i) acknowledged the conquest was of a spiritual dimension; ii) correct usage of God’s Word5 enabled them to understand the challenges were not to title-deed but to their claim on jurisdiction-with-God-exclusively-through-Christ; iii) God’s Word was used with the instruction to withstand by standing strong in their faith; iv) the Christians’ dual citizenship required prayer that God’s Grace fell upon their country’s leaders, see [Dan 3:28; 4:18].  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to be saved may pray; Jesus Christ has promised to save you and your genuine request is considered in the fullest terms by Father God, to be sufficient.      





Footnotes





1	The word “generation” described various aspects of families - e.g. “a generation who loved God”; a great kind King or a ‘good family’; a generous, hardworking family; Christ’s genealogy 	reflected 70 lines of generations commencing with Adam and extending from His birth via the Spirit of God’s activity to eternity; “past or future generations”; a Covenant held over many 	generations; the ‘face’ or ‘cycle of nature’ e.g. one with fierce features [Dan 8:23]; or a chosen generation, a holy Priesthood [1 Pet 2:9]; the desert wandering  for 40 years was taken as a 	round number indicating a complete generation [Ex 16:35].            


2	At [Ps 22:30] King David wrote prophetically of conferred blessings. In [Ex 20:5] Yahweh appropriates blessings to three and four generations conclusively - which [we Christian’s believe] 	makes it critical in the modern era for the ‘older generation’ to pray earnestly for their children [& children’s children’s children], based upon the absence of subjectivity and guided exclusively by 	the Sovereignty of God, found in the Scriptures. God is well able to extend cover, see also [1 Chr 5:20; Prov 3:33, 15:29; Mtt 21:13, Mk 9:29; Ro 12:12; Eph 6:18]. Joseph suffered due to his 	brothers jealousies who schemingly concocted the entire unfortunate prolix account, yet Grace overcame and forged a wider path, [Gen 50:20].    


3	Christ’s sharpest criticisms were directed towards hypocrisy e.g. what was the point in loathing being lied to when haughtiness was kept unchecked? 


4	God is transcendent and does not vacillate with the fortunes of His people. The New Testament critically enunciated that the “battle was already won” and working forward from this concept  it 	was required of the saints to withstand by making use of the Word of God’s Truth, beseech God for Grace, praise Christ and continuously declare His victory [Isa 9:7]. It does the Christian well to 	remember that when “the day of evil comes” the Word of God advises “to stand; and having done all, to stand firm.”


5	In 2500 B.C. regarding metonymy, the archers of the tribe “Benyāmîn” used what was defined in Hebrew as māḡēn, a smaller than normal class of shield held up easily for unimpeded 	movement. Paul, our spiritual brother, used descriptions for warfare during the second half of the 1st Century B.C. that were couched in military terms; however for the saints Paul wrote 	it was important that Christians made the link that the victory was exclusively a spiritual one and imperative was the timeous handling of God’s Word. It was envisaged that a “clamping or 	securing” in faith was spoken in prayer  for that which was “already conquered”. Paul used the expression ‘wicked heavenly forces’ and challenged the saints to consider that they had already 	been given the ability to withstand and endure as the challenge was directed in particular at the Christian blessing found within the claim on Salvation-by-Grace; and at Christ, God’s blessed Son - 	Father’s “coup de coeur” .  





“Strong God” – by Desperation Band, from Songs of Fellowship CD, Integrity Music 2014, Christian Art Media 2014 Disc 3 song 9. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel relate in our faith to the overall contents of Paul’s practical message at Ephesians 5. God’s preparatory Will in making light out of darkness, order from chaos1 opened the way for the Law and the Israel of God and further the Church’s birth that was founded upon the death, resurrection and ascension of Christ Who was declared Lord over the Church, the world and the entire created order. Christ’s goal was and is to fill all things with Himself and bring all things to Himself.  Paul made an appeal for members to adapt to Christ’s teachings; to not dredge up past sins, as God had forgiven and created “a new man”;  and to preserve the unity of the Church by walking in gentleness2, light and wisdom. The local Church was the visible operation of the general Church within Christ’s prescribed place and time; the Church would find completion only after the Judgment; and the assembly of all the redeemed-in-one-place, would become a reality ex post facto the return of Christ which meant that not “perfection” but Christ-likeness3 was the goal. The early Church met in the Temple and Synagogues as well as private homes of the believers. Missionary teachings, reaching out in the Name of Christ and offerings for the poor were a part of every service, to all within reach. In the worship services, prayer was offered at all times, Scriptures from the Old Testament were read, Christ’s teachings were expounded, the breaking of bread and sharing the Cup on The Lord’s Day was observed in continuance as a proclamation of His death, in participation of Christ’s “body and blood” and in anticipation of His return. Christ purified the Church through the work of the Holy Spirit and the Apostles taught the waters of baptism washed away sin to which the believers dedicated themselves regarding the purification process4.  ANY PERSON who wishes to pray to Jesus the Lord so they can be saved, may, and He will give you access to the Father in heaven because His Word tells us so.     





Footnotes





1	The jussive form of verb imposed a wider meaning to the word God “created”, that entailed “created-coming-from-a-command”  [Let ….bring forth….be…]for mankind, sea creatures, birds and living 	creatures, the command emanated from God as He spoke the language “Let there be light”. His sovereignty is expressed in creation, His preservation, governance, and Supreme unlimited power 	over the entire Universe where God created “something from nothing”. The Word was extended to say “[a]nd there was light” meaning the Spirit was actively involved, [Gen 1:3-4] the power of 	God is a lamp of light for the followers of Christ, who are being created [from condemned nothing] into a stewardship and with a rewarding personal encounter with God. Paul made reference to 	the “armor of light” in Romans 	[Ro 13:12], written a priori Ephesians. The same Spirit established, unified and preserved the Church in-Christ to endure through unfruitful times.   


2	Paul beseeched his readers to consider gentleness. The Old Testament meaning of gentleness was “loving-kindness coupled with meekness”  which extended to mean ‘a Judge instead of 	exacting narrow penalty, gave way to circumstances which called for mercy and lifted up those who would otherwise have been crushed under 	condemnation’. Similarly the Hebrew ‘ānâ had the 	meaning ‘to be humble’ with its cognate noun used of God,  “Your gentleness, Oh God has made me great”.  Gentleness as an aspect of Christ’s character that encompassed kindness, 	consideration, fairness and compassion, see [2 Cor 10:1].


3	Christ, not a learned man but anointed Servant of God, appreciated the scope and implications of obedience. He was a learned man in the sense “[t]he Lord God has given Me the tongue of the 	learned”, who always gave Father’s Word in season and as Isaiah prophesied using God’s Word like the sharpness of a sword. Jesus met with His Father regularly, He was meek, powerfully 	unafraid and set His face like flint towards the Cross knowing that justification came from His Father, near to him, see [Ps 22; Isaiah 50: 4-10]. Jesus inter alia specifically stated that new believers 	would  speak with new tongues - meaning they would speak God’s Word for the first time in faith over their lives no matter the circumstances until the answers came. Ultimately the Church speaks 	God’s Word continuously, in worship and praise, the kērygmatic onus, for deliverance purposes, towards lean times and most definitely towards endurance during unfruitfulness.   


4	Jesus our Lord inculcated opportunity in prayer, [Lk 11:5-8]. If you have an opportunity then pray. He gave crisp warning against all pretence and self-superiority. The Lord wholly identified with 	the prayers of the saints and directly stated their prayers availed much [Mtt 18:19f]. Paul stated that Christ’s authority had come at a high price and having regard for the union of the husband and 	wife, little effected one without the other “[f]or they were made male and female and at marriage the two became one”. [Genesis 2:24]. Christ drew His Church to Him and built her up to be strong, 	so Paul taught should Christian husbands, in particular, meaning “I am emphasizing this, I want to make this very clear” should be found doing likewise. Let the report go up to God that the 	husband lay down his life for his wife. Jesus our Saviour Himself reverted to God’s Plan [Mtt 19:4-6] saying that in the world, His teaching if applied correctly, would set Christian couples apart 	from the world’s unfaithfulness.    





	 


Turn your eyes upon Jesus – Michael W. Smith from Worship CD cut 4, MMI Reunion Records, Provident Music Distribution USA 2012. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly learn from the Word of God and attempt to accurately understand Paul’s comparisons with concomitant privileges of Christ’s beloved Church and the privileges1 of territorial rights, wealth and civic pride, read at Philippians 4.  Paul reminded the brethren of access to God that Grace afforded them and he pleaded with them to go “all-out”, “hold nothing back” for they had opportunity to be transformed under the Power of the Lord Jesus. Paul requested the brethren assist the women2 for the purposes of being in one mind as they had all laboured with him. Paul focussed with detailed attention on two critical doctrines in respect of the Philippians’ - their present and the Philippians’ future. Regarding Christian meditation, Paul taught members that where once before they had no independent right to approach God, they now had access3 to good things that came from God and should fill up their minds4 with truth, honour, prayer, rejoicing in hope, speaking noble words over one another and assisting one another  - that peace, love, faith, joy in prayer5 might be learned from the very Person Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit testified exclusively about. Paul steered the members’ into the realisation that contentment in all things was altogether possible due to the fact that Christ’s strength had a wide scope. Paul gave heartfelt thanks for the abundant gifts sent and immediately returned greetings from the Church in Rome where the “brotherly” bond held all the saints together in unity. ANY PERSON who wishes to receive Jesus’ Salvation – may ask God’s Son, Lord Jesus for it as He is the only One Who has it; and He shall welcome you into His great Family.     





Footnotes


1	Philippi was a Roman colony, entitled Col(onia) Iul(ia) Aug(usta) Philip(pensis). Its citizens enjoyed the prestige and protection of the well established Classic Roman law, wealth, entitlement to  	choice business, advisors, committees and government officials. Paul’s experience concerning wealth was vast since historically he grew up in wealth, had wealthy parents, an elite family and he 	referred to the offerings sent by the Philippians as a “sweet smelling aroma”. Paul after encountering the glorified Son of God, counted everything prior to that as ‘loss’, a structured risk; and in its 	place Christ, Paul viewed as a “gain”, hence the raison d’etre for his existence had transformed into “I know how to be content - in being abased and in abounding.”   	 


2	The Christian belief system followed our Lord Jesus’ pattern in His recognition of women for He commended women openly and deliberately on elements of faith – strength of faith; 	determination to do right; choice of fellowship; honesty; wisdom; our Lord’s own Mother’s strength of faith and extraordinary trustworthiness. There was a reason for this. The pre-determined 	Plan of God the Father in heaven was a doctrine that Christ obediently followed knowing that after His Crucifiction - the Holy Spirit would be operative and “baptise you”; the Holy Spirit gives 	Life; the Counselor reminds you; the Spirit of Truth teaches; receive the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all people; the Spirit assists each one in their weakness; see [Jn 4:24, 	6:63, 14:26; 16:13; Acts 1:3, 2:17,38; Ro 8:26; 1 Cor 12:11]. It was a confirmation of the Plan of Father in the Spirit era. For the same reason Paul implored the brethren to help set right the 	relational 	matter, so that ultimately the Church might be what Father and Son intended, a vehicle for Jesus Christ to teach and guide through times, which definitively included the service of 	women and we know this from Paul’s rational inclusion of a very significant fundamental doctrine - the Philippians’ names were all written in the “Book of Life” already.   


3	“Prosagōgē” meant ‘access to’, whereby an intermediary might introduce suppliants and guarantee their genuiness see [Acts 9:27] for Barnabas’ introduction of Paul and see [Eph 2:18-22] 	Paul addressed issues of ‘access’ the saints had in our Lord Jesus which Paul might very well have gleaned from the actual citizenship of the Philippians to Rome; and also where Paul himself 	had been at the receiving end of an error made by the Commander when after ill treatment had been unjustifiably perpetuated he realised that Paul and Silas were actual citizens of Rome with 	entitlements. The classification for ‘citizenship’ used by Paul is found in[ Acts 16:37] where he used the word re incognita - the ‘uncondemned’, which category he placed the Philippians in. 


4	Nowhere in Scripture is it ever suggested that one “empty one’s mind”. On the contrary Paul encouraged followers of Christ to seek to know more, fill up their minds, think on Christ, remember.


5	Make your requests known to God. Jesus our Lord expressly used King David’s poetry of Him “I have come to do Your Will Oh My God” and “Teach Me to do Your Will”. [Ps 40:8; 143:10]. The 	Hebrew word for obedience is šāma, that suggested one ‘hear under’. Christian obedience meant imitating God in Holiness and jurisdiction was procured through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. This 	meant that having thus been afforded opportunity to make individual requests known, God might answer e.g. to be holy; to walk in Christ’s light; to be joyful; to speak the new language of 	God’s Word; to embrace truth and shun lies; to learn from Paul’s ‘contentment criteria’; how one might utilise Grace that not only forgave Christ’s detractors but that one might also pray for God 	to draw them near etc [not an exhaustive list]. In conclusion, all that remained was for Members to have patience to await the fulfilling of their requests by God and as always the promise from 	God was again, sure, steadfast, warm and inviting – “Believe you receive, and you shall have it” which according to Paul was the genus of meditation Christians’ needed.    





Be Thou My Vision  -  Audrey Assad - Kingsway + Integrity music © 2013., [quite an amazing song].
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Graeme and his wife Vel carefully analyse Scripture applicable to our personal faith in Christ at Ephesians 4. Paul encapsulated the basic aspects of the Godhead – God the Father, Jesus the Son and the Spirit - all Three are One God. Believers in Christ were positioned by the Will of God and dependance solely upon Jesus Christ provided for jurisdiction before God. The favour bestowed upon followers was absolutely free, every step in the process was due exclusively to Grace – the Calling, the Repentance, the Faith. Actual baptism was obediently taken as a step in faith, the conquest of sin by Grace openly shown towards the principlaties and powers of the age. The words ‘heaven’ and ‘seated at the right hand of the Father’ were indicative of ‘above’ in relation to earth1. The doctrine of bodily absence was balanced by the doctrine of Spiritual Presence. The word for ‘mercy’ was taken from the Hebrew word ḥeseḏ, an aspect of God’s compassion to help those with no opportunity in life, the desolate. The word ‘Grace’ encompassed a far wider meaning, for where sin placed an absolute bar to access to God, it was Grace’s power that once-for-all atoned for sin by Christ’s blood and ushered in two events with direct nexus to Jesus’ two new Commandments – jurisdiction with the Father in order to communicate with Him; and equally significant, being equipped to do something no-one else had ever done before - reach out with authority to all the nations to bring them by belief into favour with God2.  Jesus indicated decisively the period of post-resurrection appearances was over and that His return to Heaven of necessity inaugurated the era of the Presence of the Holy Spirit within the Church bearing gifts He awarded with discretion and it was these very gifts Paul elaborated on “He ascended on High, led captivity captive3 and gave gifts to men”4. This was a deliberate show of authority aligned to the declaration of the Father in heaven that through Christ, followers would no longer be bound to sin, in fact they would be imbued with power to stewardship and kerygmatic operation5. ‘Gifts’ are elements of the gift of Salvation – Salvation, on the one hand afforded one jurisdiction with God while on the other hand ‘gifts’ had jurisdiction within the Church that all were equipped and fitted together as one who preached Jesus Christ unto all the nations6. Paul addressed the Gentiles as once being ignorant about God, corrupt with lewdness, coarse in anger and deceitful conduct.  However, God purposed to transform the Gentiles into a new creation. The Gentiles would be renewed in the spirit of their mind and a “new man” [for the women as well] would be ‘put on’ according to God’s satisfaction for holiness, righteousness, instruction and profitable industry.  He gave them understanding in His Presence via the Holy Spirit and culture in His Word, sophistication in the knowledge of His power and they rejoiced at God’s lamp, spoke spirit-filled words to one another and were blessed with God’s favour – not sorrow.  ANY PERSON who wishes to call upon the Name of Christ Jesus will find He gives you rest for your soul, with unmatched Kindness. 





Footnotes





1	[John 17:1], Jesus moved away from the earth and just as in His Second Coming our Lord will be observed moving again towards the earth. 


2	i) Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind; ii) Love your neighbour as yourself. [As the members were saved they took the Gospel and shared it with the lost].


3	 ‘Millions and twenty thousand’ accompanied Christ’s ascension to the Holy Place. Paul cited two books of the Old Testament that succinctly defined the genus of leadership power that 	“lead captivity captive” and with authority to subdue enemies. The book of Judges [at 5:2, 12] was cited via [Psalm 68:18] and contained events of spectacular and brilliant Judges of Israel 	who were mighty deliverers at around 1380 B.C. – 1050 BC. The Judges were an archetype of Christ – they were charismatic without question, had a heart for their Father and rallied to 	free God’s 	people from local tribal and brigand oppressions. Names of these astonishing heroes were – Deborah, Gideon, Samson, Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon. It is in 	the context of history here that Paul elucidated Christ’s power as He, through the Third Person of the Trinity, rallied the Church into victory.


4	Every apostle, prophet, teacher, evangelist displayed expressive heart changes, spoke words of truth and justice, gained understanding regarding Salvation, explained the Gospel to  others,  	articulated spontaneous praise and worship of Christ and Father God. It is noteworthy that the antithesis of Christ pouring out gifts to men in His ascension, is one, Lucifer who steals and copies 	gifts but originate them [Isaiah 14:14,22] Once positioned by God to manage the commodity of praises towards God and His Son [yes, Satan recognized Jesus], Satan instead attracted other 	people’s gifts of praise for God, to himself. “[B]y the abundance of your trading you have become filled with violence, defiling your sancturies” “[S]o I turned you to ashes upon the earth…you have 	beocme a horror”, and due to his insurgence he was summarily cast out from heaven forever [Ezek 28:16-19]. 


5	The “work” of Jesus is the only “righteousness” acceptable to Father. See [Isa 64:6] “[f]or we are all like rags and our iniquities like the wind have taken us away”; [vs 8] “[w]e are the clay and 	You are the Potter…all we are the work of Your hand”; [vs 5] “[Y]ou will meet him who rejoices and does righteousness”. It is finished, Christ is all the righteousness we need, no one can ever 	match his sacrifice.   


6	The Gospel is endemic to the Christian Faith. Each time the Gospel is preached God meets with the speaker and enhances their faith, see, [Mtt 18:20]. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel together read of Paul’s extraordinary understanding at Ephesians 3. Christ’s Sacrifice brought a cessation to God’s pre-determined Dispensation of Law1 and made available Grace to the Gentiles or generally to all nations as God no longer categorised “all other nations” as Godless and corrupt, instead Father’s intention Christ made with clarity was to bless other nations through His [Diaspora] people the Israel of God, see Gen 12:3 “[T]hrough you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” The prophesy of [Isa 60:3] found fullest meaning in Christ Whom the Gentiles responded to [Cornelius being the very first Gentile to whom God showed unmerited favour]. Paul prayed for the Ephesians to be strengthened by the third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, who exercised the power of Father and Son, His working being evident in creation and redemption, [the Children of Israel were prayed over by the Prophets who acted in accordance with the Third Person of the Trinity as He came upon them]. Men and women perceived in a brand new light by the Spirit of God’s Power, Person and Ministry that established the early Church as He revealed the mystery of Christ2 in baptism, missions, evangelism and ministry to the poor3. The great family of God comprised no less than three classes of believers – i) past followers of Father God, ii) present believers in Christ, and iii) all future believers in Jesus Christ. Paul stated that Scripture categorised the family of God as those ‘born again’4 of the same Father in heaven. Salvation offered to all nations proved God’s Sovereignty and that His pre-determind Plan ushered in at the prescribed time could never be thwarted. God opened wide His generous arms of Great Love, the magnitude of which was significant – His love preserved and protected members forever; it rose to the heights of inspiration, celebration and delight; His Love healed one’s deepest disappointment and slough of despair; it had Gospel capacity that touched the hearts of the nations by Christ, to come near to God without fear5 and with purpose6. ANY PERSON is welcomed in Jesus Christ to approach God if they so wish. There is no reason to fear God, Christ has paved your way to Salvation. All you need do is ask Jesus Christ to help you and He will. We further pray that you visit a Church that spreads the Gospel of Christ and pray with their Minister. 





Footnotes





1	A period of time under which mankind is answerable to God for the manner in which the revelation of God was received and obeyed. From the giving of the Law to Moses the Dispensation of the 	Law operated and at Christ’s death, fulfillment exacted, see [Ex 19:8; 20-31] .The Dispensation of Grace ushered in God’s mercy in the example confirmed in the Lord’s treatment of Paul –  judged 	not in a narrow sense but coming under Christ’s wide generosity, mercy, understanding, wisdom and forgiveness. Of particular note is the treatment metered out upon Stephen –  confirming his 	detractors were under the Law. Grace was operative only by confession of Jesus as Lord. Proved simultaneously thus, is the fact that the law is powerless to save. Paul admitted he was forever in 	Christ’s service for God’s Grace shown to him and he sought to know more about the Nature of Jesus Christ in order to live for and serve Him. 


2	The Holy Spirit is the express Power of the Trinity and the Bible states it is unwise to grieve Him since no further appeal to the Father and Son is available before the day of redemption. 


3	Encouraging “poorer Churches” facilitated the Stewardship of Christ. Paul’s wide knowledge concerning the poverty and/or financial stability of new or established Churches of necessity 	prompted a call for “gift giving”. As formerly an advocate and prosecutor, Paul would have sent men out to guage the “health” of the Churches, and established “gift giving” to the poor.


4	The concept of being “born again” could only proceed from the Holy Spirit working under God’s Grace. Lord Jesus taught the wealthy, educated and powerful Pharisee Nicodemus, “…[y]ou must be 	born again”, which meant “you must be created again”, by God. Jesus clarified that due to His Presence, physical generation was no longer enough to save nor was descent from the line of 	Abraham. Being birthed spiritually from above - enabled one to “see” the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus, cautiously guarded and sympathetic to Jesus Christ’s cause, touched by the Holy Spirit, 	at 	around AD 31 entered into the Leadership debate that Lord Jesus deserved a proper hearing in order to ascertain truth, still further, it was Nicodemus who purchased one hundred pounds of spices 	within which to enfold Christ’s burial cloth. Nicodemus had been “born again” and was a disciple of Christ, see  [Jn 3:7; Jn 7:51] . 


5	Reverence or respect were elements of a healthy fear, the source traced back to God’s kindness that is rooted in wisdom, see [Ps 111:10], where one who obeyed God’s command was credited 	with “understanding”. It is impossible to deceive God or attempt to hide from Him or worse still, to deny His existence –  no matter which way God is perceived, He still has a claim on a 	person’s life  	due to the fact that God’s Law retained its claim for punishment of a wrong [or omission] and condemnation remained unrepealed - save by Christ’s Grace - see [Ps 14:1; Ro 1:18-28]. Christ was the 	embodiment of Grace, ministered to His followers by the Third Person of the Trinity - thus expungement, propitiation and justification found their expression in Christ - the only form of relief was 	Christ with power to set aside the Law’s claim via His intercessions and advocacy. Disciples of Christ therefore cannot “die after death” due to the Dispensation of Grace and it is therefore the duty of 	every Christian and Church to pray with deep solemnity for the lost. 


6	Paul’s kindness shown to others was a deliberate act  to bring sinners back to God [Hos 2:14-23; Rom 2:4]. Paul would have been aware of the Hosea conflation; and he wrote Romans.	 





You Are -  Ben Cantelon from the album “Daylight breaks through” with Tim Hughes and Nick Herbert, Thankyou Music © 2007	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the conspectus of Paul’s construction of Ephesians 2. The birthing of the “Church age” by the Holy Spirit upon “those who pleased God” commenced at Pentecost [Acts 2] in Jerusalem and spread by the Apostles to “all the nations”, fanned by persecution voire dire [initially by Paul as Investigating Officer with Warrant; until the Risen Lord Jesus arrested his attention on the Damascus Road1] where Paul repented and confessed Christ as Risen Lord2 which then spread the Gospel flame ever rapidly to many other cities and nations. Local assemblies were created by Paul and his associates in scores of Gentile cities, one of which was the Ephesian Church. Paul firstly, differentiated between two states of mankind - ‘alive to God’ or ‘dead in trespasses’ – one in the  Spirit, the other state an aspect of “unresolved mankind towards God”. Secondly, Paul pointed to the truth that followers of Christ had been placed together with Christ, seated in heavenly places according to the pre-determined purpose of God; and by Christ’s executive governance over the Church the exceeding riches of God’s Grace and kindness would be evident. He thus affirmed that the nature of the gathered-together Church would be one of authority and hub of Christ’s Headship and Authority. Peace was a gift from God, impossible to be attributed to intellectual debate or “human ability” due to the fact that faith alone focussed on God’s promises. The Church stood as God’s great House that comprised of Prophets, Apostles, Jews and Gentiles all walking in Righteousness and at-one-ment with Christ brought near solely by His blood – Whose sacrifice had as its object peace3 between man and God, Jew and Gentile, by the creation of the “new man” accessible to the Father by one baptism4 and one Spirit, where each grew into one Temple5 with Christ as Chief Cornerstone6. ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of Salvation and grow into God’s House may pray for Christ to dwell in their heart and Scripture says He will. Consequently, we earnestly nudge you to further pray with a Christian Minister.   





Footnotes





1	It is noteworthy that Abraham, the father of Faith was a man who greatly pleased God and had passed through Damascus on his way to Canaan, see [Gen 11:31]. The validity of faith without 	works, Paul consequently explained, earned a person Salvation and eternal Life with God [Acts 9:10-22], due to the extraordinary de novo Grace of God that led Abraham and forgave..    


2	Why was the realization of Christ Alive actually so important to Paul? Christ’s inner circle [and] the one hundred and twenty gathered in the Upper Room had been Called by Christ to “go 	into all the world..preach the Gospel and those who believe in Me will be saved” see [Mk 16:15]. News of Jesus’ Resurrection would definitely have reached the ears of the general legal 	field which Paul most certainly would have heard, notwithstanding news from other quarters. Paul outright denied the reality of the Resurrection however it proved virtually impossible to deny the 	driving power that carried the disciples to speak of Jesus the Lord Who was alive with the keys to Salvation. Paul acted upon his training in the flesh - he competed 	with the driving power of 	Christ’s followers, made several attempts to match it and indeed even attempted to excel above it. What Paul did not personally realise was that, if Christ was alive – then Christ “lived for His 	disciples” as they personally and obediently carried out His command. Paul headed directly for a collision course with God Himself!. ..and the impact rendered Paul weak as the Exalted Christ 	broke into his life to change his heart and Call him. Paul was unable to sit on his horse, stand, speak and see. Furthermore, he was unable to consume anything in the flesh and was rendered 	temporarily blind for a few days  - a far cry from the zeal that had previously found a ready outlet in his assault upon Christ’s followers who willingly spread the Gospel to other nations.  Paul’s vivid 	memorable experience was of the ‘heavenly Light’ of Christ the Son of God, His acceptance, forgiveness and Grace, “Jesus the express image of the invisible God” was aligned to “[L]et Us make 	man in our image”, the embodied Glorious Faith, wrested all cogency, judgment, emotions and rationality and changed Paul, see [2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15]. 


3	The full context of the Old Testament language word šālȏm, nearly always carried a spiritual connotation and was attributed to life, joy and righteousness. [Rom 14:17] stated “[f]or the Kingdom of 	God was not of eating and drinking but of righteousness, peace, joy and life”. The elements that attached to Peace were Life, joy and righteousness. Man and woman were and still are called to 	actively to promote peace throughout the Body of Christ, see [Ro 14:19].


4	Christ’s Grace runs deep. The criminal next to Christ’s Cross on the one side gave his life to the Lord, yet for all intents and purposes had not time to be baptised. Jesus’ authority saved him. 	 


5	The essential form of Christ and means of His expression.


6	Christ was the Final Stone that completed the Arch; He was and is both summit and consummation.	





Oh, what a morning – by Kingsway +Integrity Music Colorado USA © 2012 Worshipbox CD x3 Cut No. 1 CD1	
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Graeme and his wife Vel reflect on the Scriptures as Paul sets out the general position regarding Timothy’s return account of the hopeful Thessalonians at chapter 3. Timothy was Paul’s associate, closest friend, confidante and fellow labourer in the Lord Jesus, a son in whom Paul trusted significantly. Paul was greatly comforted by Timothy’s report at finding the Thessalonians in “undeteriorated spiritual condition”. The Thessalonian’s had believed God and undertaken Christ’s work with fervour predominately claiming the hope1 based on grounds of Christ’s resurrection. The Thessalonians, through the Enabling Spirit of Jesus Christ were brought into a place of patience, tolerance and a steadfast love in sharing with one another where each one desired good things for his fellow believer. In the preceding chapter Paul had mentioned the hope of finding them in Christ’s Presence “on the Great Day of the Lord”2. In the ambit of his discussion, Paul pointed out that he, his associates and friends had spent many hours, day and night and had prayed to the Saviour Jesus for the Thessalonians to be brought into a completeness of the faith3. 








ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of Jesus Christ’s hope that lasts forever through eternity, may pray and ask Him for His Salvation, that turns them from sin, to live His Life.    








Footnotes





1	Hope is a necessity if mankind is to envisage any future at all and even when justified it appears transient. It is remarkable how often poets, writers and secular thinkers classified hope 	by such 	epithets such as “faint”, “trembling”, “feeble”, “desperate”, thus regarding hope not as a virtue but as some form of “temporary illusion”. Scripture defined hope naturally e.g. a ploughman 	ploughed in hope [that sweetens his labour]. Scriptures for the most part concerned itself with hope that was scarcely recognisable as ‘hope’ and Paul was correct when he categorised pagans as 	having no hope. The genus of hope of which Paul spoke was not a matter of temperament, or prevailing circumstances, nor human possibility, nor was it dependant upon what man possessed, 	or upon the actions of one human being on behalf of another. Just because Abraham ‘believed God’ and it was accounted as righteousness which meant he was in God’s favour, did not mean to 		translate that Abraham himself “hoped”, for he turned his back on the “moon-cult” to journey to a place God had prepared for him. Abraham’s faith extended centuries to many who believed God.  	The Saviour taught His disciples to not be anxious and even though they were at times vague, cautious and fearful, they nevertheless learned to walk daily in faith. The Thessalonians had 	responded to Paul’s initial teaching in their preparations for the 2nd Appearance of Christ, which meant they dared to expect future blessings, at present invisible but hoped for. The 	Thessalonians viewed earthly limitations as detrimental to their faith, thus they “believed God”, and laid hold of the hope of Jesus Christ that resided within them and provided an anchor and 	stimulus for daily “Life in Christ abundantly”, see [2 Cor 1:10; 9:10; Eph 2:12; Ro 4:18].  


2	Paul carefully appreciated two truths regarding The Day of the Lord’s return. It would be congruent with Grace and rewards for some; however it will be a fearful day for those who had rejected 	Christ. 


3	Through the heralding work and spiritual symbolism of the Cross, Christ was well able to carry our sins upon His shoulder the Church might be “found in fullness of faith”. The kerygmatic 	invitation is thus open for Salvation for all nations. 





Anchor - words and music by Ben Fielding and Dean Ussher, Hillsong Live “Glorious Ruins” © 2012 Hillsong Publishing.
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider the doctrinal rich Epistle Paul [Ephesians 1] wrote to the Churches at Ephesus that strengthened and encouraged them with all spiritual hope. The Church was birthed initially with Priscilla and Aquilla and Peter in AD 52, and later Paul who on his third missionary journey stayed for a considerable period of three years mostly through the Corinthian correspondence and where he met with the Ephesian elders1 who comprised of Gentiles and a very large number of Jewish Diaspora members confessing Christ.  Paul’s primary objective was to send a heartening circular, a rhetorical publication that uplifted all the Churches in Ephesus. Paul’s originality of thought developed the quintessence of his theology – a wonderful declaration of teaching, exhortation, spontaneous praise in prayer regarding the fullest glory of the Eternal Counsel of God wrought expressly through Christ’s work and God’s adopted children the Church. The Epistle was classified as a “rich prophetic declaration of incontrovertible doctrine”. It is prescribed there is no limit upon the Grace of Christ, God’s children would thus be sanctified by God’s Word and forgiven without limit by Christ’s blood2. It is prescribed, Christ’s fullness not only fulfilled all the law, it was imbued with power that filled all in all to Christ’s Church3 for the explicit purpose that the Church extended Christ’s Grace to all nations and that she must viva voce continuously praise and worship God, and declare His judgment already Ordered upon all darkness and evil.  At the excursus chapters Paul prayed for the Ephesians that wisdom and revelation4 would flood their hearts and that they be filled with Christ’s joy as God has placed them in Christ, far above the schemes of the evil one5.  Paul’s doctrinal language exposed the adverse effects of false teachers’ whose schemes were fraught with potential doctrinal difficulties. The enabling Holy Spirit of Truth empowered the Churches to live aligned with Father God’s Word as He had sealed each member who in Christ’s Name and with kerygmatic message, had enough power and endured. ANY PERSON who wishes to know God’s pre-determined Salvation, may genuinely pray to Christ that He live in your heart; He has access to “rest” for your heart. After you have prayed, please relate to a Christian Pastor near you.   





Footnotes





1	[Acts 18:18; 20:21; 1 Cor 16:8]. Some questions were posed as to authorship, however in defense the following is noteworthy - the friends of which Paul speaks were certainly in his circle at 	the precise time of writing to the Ephesians at around AD 60-61 with Paul under house arrest in Rome [Acts 28:16ff] quite a time after his first visit.  His language was to strengthen not to establish 	a new Church, see [Eph 1]. Tychicus was the epistolary aorist who bore Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and who also once accompanied Paul when he transported offerings of various Churches to 	the persecuted Jerusalem Church. Tychicus was the one Paul replaced Titus with when Titus was called elsewhere, see [Acts 20:4; 1 Cor 16:1-4].    


2	Paul before his conversion too fell victim to a legalistic misconception of Christianity – and set out to obliterate it – “..[u]ntil it pleased God…..to reveal His Son in me”, and this is what he prayed for 	the Ephesians that light would flood their hearts that by Grace not by human effort the Counsel of God’s will be known to them, see [Ro 3:21]. 


3	[Matt 5:17] “[I] came to fulfill the law not destroy it”. [Mk 1:15]  “[t]he kingdom of God is at hand and the time is fulfilled”; [Gal 4:4] “[b]ut when the fullness of time had come God sent forth His Son 	born of a 	woman..”; “[C]hrist, with the fullness of the Godhead, fills all in all”, meaning the Church was  and is, constantly receiving from Christ its Head. The Church is the vehicle that is filled due 	“..[t]he power of Christ that surpasses everything both in this age and the age to come”. Paul’s prayer in Ephesians is powerful.     


4	[Psalm 19:1] we learn about God’s glory, infinity and His holiness; our sinfulness with His Grace by our confession is removed forever, we are surrounded by fantastic displays of God’s 	beauty and craftsmanship in nature, His Power and Nurturing. [Jn 14:9] Jesus exclaimed that He is the visible, tangible complete revelation of God the Father and the search for God, truth and 	reality found its completion in Jesus Christ Himself; [Rom 1:1-4, 18-20]. Scripture’s evidence reveals with sufficient specificity that all men know of the existence of God since all they need to do is 	look up at the sky and the earth to know His great mighty power. There is no excuse. Scripture places the onus squarely upon each one’s conscience to explore ways to acknowledge God as 	even in God’s righteous anger towards sin [Ro 1:26-30], He provided a way out by Jesus Christ. Again, there is no excuse to not honour God.  	 


5	Christ’s resurrection, Paul demnstrated was prescribed by God and the fullest victory over the problem of sin and death. This was of consequence since the temporary use of God’s earth, heaven 	and sky via darkness and evil, it has been decreed will come to an end. 		





Happy Day   -   by Tim Hughes and Ben Cantelon from the album Holding Nothing Back by Tim Hughes © 2006 Thankyou Music
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider and learn from God’s Scriptures in our faith at Galatians 6 where it is noted that Paul personally wrote some letters and had not dictated the task to a scribe. A necessary starting point was Paul’s implicit instruction to members who had already commenced their spiritual walk, [you who are Spiritual] to be gentle with new members, and to ones who had made a mistake or erred in some way, to be restored to Christ. Paul preached that, if partakers of Salvation then they must be ready to assist others to carry their burdens1.  Paul goes so far as to say bearing one another’s burdens fulfills the Law of Christ, an overarching Sovereignty, the New Covenant to which each one had accepted an obligation to serve Christ. Being a new creation meant that a member accepted God’s Nature in all its aspects2. Being a new creation meant members’ had opportunity to change [in their heart, soul, strength and mind], be virtuous3 and not grow weary in doing so. The predominant outward issue of the day was the criteria of circumcision that pertained originally to the Covenant but without the Cross to which Paul spoke as a “good showing in the flesh’.4  Paul mentions that those who walk in their ‘new creation’ nature according to God’s Word in Christ’s Name, upon such and including those of the Diaspora, God would pour out His peace and mercy5. ANY PERSON who sincerely wishes to know the goodness and virtue of Christ’s Ways, may sincerely pray for Salvation and Christ the Lord will give it to you as the Bible says He hears your prayers for Salvation. We further advocate you go to a Christian Church and pray with the Minister.  





Footnotes


1	The word ‘burden’ as in carry one another’s burdens, was derived from an Old Testament Hebrew word embedded with three roots  - the atoning washing that each act of forgiveness 	accomplished; the nexus and necessity of ‘sacrifice’ and; the verb ‘to lift’ or ‘to carry’ or ‘bear a bundle’ portrayed a vivid picture of sin being lifted and actually carried away.  The Hebrew words for 	‘thing lifted up’ was maśśā and ‘he lifted up’, nāśā’.  An illustration of bearing someone’s burden came from the man called “Simon of Cyrene” who was compelled to carry the Cross of our Lord 	where Jesus, through His physical weakness [inter alia a critical loss of blood pressure] stumbled and fell [Paul would have heard of the facts directly from either the disciples or from Quartus his 	Christian brother, originally one of the Seventy].


2	[Psalm 113:5-6], a member could not pick and choose their own “mandate” for virtuous living. There was no point in abhorrence for gluttony when one turned a blind eye to tyrants with bigotry 	Worldly habits were 	crucified at the Cross of Jesus, Paul stated [in prayer]. It is noteworthy that God Himself showed humility even as He owed no man any debt, nor has anyone ever preceded 	Him, He is so Great 	[Job 40:11; Ps 8:3,4; 18:35] yet He frequently chose to bless others e.g. Moses, you, me and the Church worldwide, see [Nu 12:3; Pr 15:33, 18:12]. A spirit of lowliness 	enabled God to send blessings of advancement. [Luke 1:48] Mary, our Lord’s Mother, led by the Holy Spirit sang “[H]e regarded my lowly state”.   


3	Paul used language from the Old Testament and the New Testament (“OT, NT”). The definition of the word ‘virtuous’ encompassed attributes taken from both the OT,NT and meant the ability, 	efficiency of, moral worth, ‘to act worthily’, wonderful deeds, good things, excellence of a person or thing, the Splendour of God, praiseworthiness, power, influence, God’s Majesty. Followers of 	Christ, Paul entreated should aspire to these. For a diaspora follower of Christ to have only two Commandments to abide by, was freedom indeed, and even so Paul counselled members to 	remain virtuous under the guidance of Christ’s Spirit. Paul, at a later stage dealt tersely with subcultural pressure via the wicked whose ‘seduction initiatives’ threatened Corinthian marriages 	and ultimately the unity of the Church, see [Ru 3:11; Pr 12:4; 1 pe 2:9; Hebr 11:11].


4	The question posed was – what outward criteria came next? Long hair or short hair, blue eyes or brown eyes, tall or short, moustache or clean-shaven? The outward criteria meant nothing says 	Paul, all that counted was the follower of Christ living life to the full as a ‘new creation’ led by Christ’s Spirit, loving Jesus Christ and further assisting one another in this life. The contrast between 	law-righteousness [our own righteousness] and God’s Righteousness provided in Christ, is the contrast between human merit with its emphasis upon outward appearance and Christ’s Gospel of 	Grace. To the Galatians, Paul taught [Gal 2:21] that righteousness cannot come from the Law, only through Christ our Lord from His Crucifiction.


5	[Isaiah 11:12] mentioned the ‘dispersed of Judah’ and the influence of the Dispersion in preparing the way for the Gospel that was without a doubt, monumental. In fact Scripture pointed to God 	actually preparing the way via the “Dispersion”. Christ, our Lord pronounced Scripture fulfilled in Him [Luke 4:18-22]. The fact was that the ‘God-fearers’ [children of the Dispersion] were a crucial 	component in early Church history as they came to the faith from within the bosom of the remnant, having previous knowledge of God and the 	Scriptures, already watchful of syncretism and its 	immoralities. Paul wove together ‘the sojourners’ whom James and Peter defined with clarity,  see [James 1:1, 1 Pe 1:1].		








By Faith – Kristen Getty, Keith Getty, Stuart Townend from the CD Live at the Gospel Coalition, copyright © 2009 
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Graeme and his wife Vel relate in faith to the Cross of Jesus Christ and to His resurrection. We also relate to the Church whose authority is Jesus Christ. 





After suffering for mankind’s [blanket] contravention of the stipulations of God’s promissory Covenant on the Cross, the impact of Jesus Christ our Lord’s obedience who knew no sin [He never broke His oath, He never forgot the oath, He did not profane it, transgress it nor did He despise it, be false to it, or ever corrupt it ] is material to mankind regarding the ethos of Covenant Code. In dying Christ satisfied the requirement for death of the Law [attributed to man] and He also came under the mercies and Promissory blessing of God. See Psalm 119: 41 [the words Aleph, Beth etc are letters of the alphabet as in a, b, c], which promised mercy and salvation and which Christ claimed in faith with an outcome. 





vs 50 states ‘Your Word gives me life’ – this is the resurrection of Christ. 





vs 58 states [Christ] entreated God with His whole heart and asked for mercy from God’s Word. 





vs 162 states that He rejoiced at God’s Word as one who finds great treasure. 


Christ displayed utmost faith in God’s New Covenant promise and believed God without a doubt. 





Jesus [with Authority] further extended the Promise to The Twelve and still further it was taken to the early Churches who expressly through obedience and cumulative impact extended it into the modern era where “any person who believes in Jesus Christ as Lord will receive the Promise of God and be saved”, as “the price has been paid” see Lk 24:49; Acts 1:4, 2:38,39, 13:32.





Paul pleaded for his countrymen Israel, to understand the impact of Christ’s obedience, see Ro 9:4. 





2 Cor 7:1 embraces the promise of the New Covenant, opening the Way with significant effect for friendship and fellowship to the Church.





Finally, Paul’s insistence to all who are in service for the Lord Jesus, and all who would believe in Jesus – the hope of eternal life promised by God Himself Who cannot lie, before the existence of time, so Loved He the World see Titus 1:2. 





The significance of Jesus of Nazareth fulfilling all obligations of the Law cannot be underestimated. His full sacrifice has fulfilled the old Covenant and He has now  enacted the New Covenant with the Promise of the enabling Holy Spirit and obligations that empower any person who believes in Christ, to love God with all their heart and soul, and mind and strength and to love his neighbour as himself, [the ancient Israelites renewed Covenants more than once after punishment was exacted Jos 23,24; Jer 31:31]. Followers of Christ are classified by God as righteous, and in Grace forgiven. The actual humble working out of sin is done on a parri passu basis as the Holy Spirit enables transformation from glory to glory. 





Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead is the proven ratification of the New Covenant and He invites all nations to come close to God, through Him. None are excluded from His family. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read and provide an exposition regarding Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians at chapter 2. Paul opened the Epistles often with a blessing of Grace that he prayed over his messengers and recipients of his letters. With a father-type1 heart Paul made use of the opportunity to engage the Thessalonians where he provided an honest narrative of subsequent events since his point of departure from Thessalonica with an important lesson regarding the Third Person of the Trinity – the Holy Spirit, Who worked powerfully within Paul’s heart and transformed him, not through flattering, sweet-sounding words and fulfilling the appetites, but through quite the opposite - an evolution of times of asperity - ridicule, disapproval, arbitrary persecution, discouragements, detention, opposition, reprisals levelled against him2; and travel complications. Paul was testimony to the Great Love of God and he voiced the intentions of God as a mother who tenderly and lovingly fed and tended to her children. Paul worked as a tentmaker “toiling day and night”, which means that he was determined to not be “a burden”, since he had earned his keep. He did however concede twice and thanked the Thessalonians for their help however only when it was really necessary. Paul showed the Church immense concern in his stewardship of Christ and also successfully defended his positon by setting apart two opposing motives – i) his own genuine motive to see leaders grow; ii) from exploitation for enrichment. Paul pleaded his case without compromising3 the truth of the Gospel. Paul’s desire was for the Church to trust his delivery of the Gospel in the fullest terms by honesty and in being straightforward in word and deed. It was Christ’s message he was focussed upon, never his personal gain. 





ANY PERSON who wishes to allow Jesus Christ into their heart may invite Him in, and He shall be your Salvation. We urge you following that to seek a Minister who preaches Christ, like Paul did and learn more about our Father Who is in heaven. 


 


Footnotes


1	Believers were entitled to hear from the Father in heaven due to Jesus Christ’s act of obedience. Paul spoke of the Biblical father of the household, the male parent charged with providing 	sustenance; teaching them an understanding of their religion, local town, wider towns and functions of surrounding kingdoms; helping their children to differentiate between the simplicity of past 	generations/old times and modern day complexities; being gentle [considerate, allowing time for growth]. The family respected their father; and while it is noted that not everyone measured up to 	God’s ideal, it must also be mentioned that family matters were dealt withvia sacrificial offerings of either a small dove or nationally the sacrifice of a lamb; gaining wisdom from the Scriptures or 	with help from a trusted spiritual leader. In the New Testament, believers knew Father God more intimately and through mercy were entitled to address Father God as “Abba Father” -  a sure 	Biblical confirmation that in addition to the free gift of Salvation, they had received the “blessing from Abraham by faith” and were counted with the ‘adopted ones in the family of God’. Towards the 	fatherless, Jesus consciously reached out His Hand with warm favour, cognizant that there was no-one “looking out for them”; and towards those tempted to despair he encircled them in his arms 	of love and in so doing set a pattern for believers to do likewise, making it crystal clear that they ought to assist relevantly within their sphere, see [Lk 21:1-2].


2	Paul forgave and so must the modern-day Christian. The Scriptures made a radical departure from all and anything “tainted by unforgiveness” and peremptorily commanded forgiveness as its 	core doctrine, in fact so narrow is the instruction to forgive that Christ stated if a believer’s propensity was to dabble in unforgiveness where he or she rejected forgiving others, then neither shall 	the Father forgive him or her [Mtt 6:14]. God’s Grace set Christians free into the enabling power to choose deliberately to forgive mistakes made by others - which in itself opened the door 	for Salvation to flow. The Zeal of Christ dictated that even our enemies be blessed rather than cursed. The believer existed in Christ’s binding agreement and was nurtured into growth. The 	command to forgive gives us a clue as to how much higher God’s Ways are and that forgiveness remained the foundational principle of Christ, see Lev 17:11-14; 	2 Chr 33:12 - no sin is too big 	for God to forgive; Acts 8:17-20 a misguided advance is forgiven; [1 Jn 1:9] God has pre-determined opportunities to forgive self, and others while His mercy is still present; Jesus Christ 	calculated one must be prepared to forgive up to70 x7 per day. This translated to the fact that it’s a process.    


3	“Buttering up” hides specious intentions. Paul rendered details concerning four positions he and Silas did not employ – flattery; taking money; seeking personal praise; being a financial burden.   	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel hold to our Christian faith reading at Galatians 5 where Paul built his case for Christian liberty, to the Galatians local Church and Galatian Churches in general. Paul urged all members to make a stand for freedom1 and in an effort to eliminate the risk of Christ’s followers being diverted Paul pressed home the point that in understanding, thought, mind2 and reason the members’ should be alert and not become enmeshed in components that did not fit with the simplicity of faith in Christ. Paul related to the Galatian Churches, the circumcised were debtor to the entire law. To Paul’s understanding two important aspects arose for the Christian and they were liberty and Spiritual hope, both were activated by faith in three momentous events – Christ’s baptism [with Father’s approval], Christ’s death for mankind’s sins and Christ’s resurrection [so that we might receive the Promise]. Liberty was enacted by faith in God’s Promise to Abraham and exclusively through Jesus Christ. Hope was God-given and hope’s appropriate object was eternal life3. Faith was the substance4 of hope in eternal life. Based upon the above analysis, Paul rationally discussed the doctrine of liberty should not be used as a license to express fleshly passions but as a means of service, peace, goodness, faithfulness and love aligned with God purposes. Paul listed outcomes of the flesh and guided the members in understanding that impossible for the flesh to guide followers of Christ and that the flesh had no nexus whatsoever to the nature of the Holy Spirit. Aspects inter alia regarding the extraordinary leading of the Holy Spirit5 Paul categorised as the production of Spiritual Fruit. The differentiation between fleshly desires and the nature of God’s Spirit revealed the flesh as destroyer – whereas the Holy Spirit was productive; the flesh was easy to ignite – whereas the guidance of the Holy Spirit was ignited by genuine prayer and earnestly seeking God; the flesh was impossible to stifle – whereas the flame of the Holy Spirit could be quenched; the flesh was profligate – whereas Love emanating from Christ was pure and uplifting; the flesh carried within it the seeds of ageing and decay – whereas the Spirit of Christ was full of abundant Life, carried refreshing revivals for the heart, imparted the Seed of eternal life promised by God the Father Who cannot lie, see [vs 17-21]. Certain other matters inter alia that pertained collaterally to eternal life6.  ANY PERSON who wants Eternal Life may pray to Christ the Lord Who has access to Salvation and He will give to you that which you genuinely request; thereafter make a Christian Church your Spiritual home and pray with the Minister/Shepherd/Pastor.





Footnotes 





1	Paul intimated that Christians must stand, be fixed, not wash out in their faith, not act irresponsibly nor dissipate. Exhibiting a “frail faith” drew a sharp rebuke from our Lord Jesus and He cast a 	light upon the far reaching consequences for one who’s faith was weak particularly in His explanation of His prayer regarding Peter, see [Mark 16:14; Luke 22:32], and again, Jesus had  	direct regard for the terms of His Father’s plan that all nations were given opportunity to hear about the Good News of the New Covenant. 


2	Today generally, the mind is thought of in a morally neutral way however in the New Testament, the mind was clearly viewed as one of two things - either intentionally good or intentionally evil, 	see [2 Cor 3:14, 4:4; Romans 1:28]. What is noteworthy, in context, is that the mind whether in the New Testament period or modern era, can be renewed, see [Ro 12:12; Mtt 22:37] whereupon 	Christ’s two Commandments are based.    


3	[Psalm 39:7; Titus 1:2] says that eternal Life was pre-determined before our time by the Father and Son and promised to all who believe in Jesus Christ. 


4	Faith was material to growth in God’s Kingdom and was a key element in living the lifestyle Christ purposed with His Spirit playing a pivotal role in its outworking.   


5	The Fruit of the Holy Spirit  – i) love, ii) fairness, iii) perseverance, iv) peace, self-control, v) joy, vi) goodness , vii) kindness. The Holy Spirit assisted the members to produce these fruits parri 	passu. The Holy Spirit gave to whom He willed and the Bible clearly demonstrated how repentance and a frank heart were conducive to His work. Paul urged for genuineness. Naturally, 	any attempt to plagiarise the Spiritual Fruit would be open to scrutiny and testing by God and declared void.  


6	Service to Father’s Will was effected by Christ who gave His entire Life as a ransom for all mankind, see [Lk 22:40,42,46, Gal 3,4]. 








Waiting here for You – Martin Smith, Jesse Reeves & Chris Tomlin from the album God’s Great Dance Floor Step 01, Thankyou Music/Glowworks © 2011
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The following is Graeme and Vel’s understanding in the particular context of Paul’s instruction at Galatians 4. Application of some important distinctions followers in the Christian faith needed clarity on, lest they should lead to undesirable uncertainty. Paul addressed the differentiation between the Seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent - one of the flesh and one of the Spirit of Christ. Paul pointed to the aberration of legalised Christianity and held it was erroneous to believe that members’ existed according to a list of “do’s and don’ts” and that Christianity could not be reduced to an impossible set of rules, due to the fact that God’s unique Salvation was not based on grounds of ‘perfect standards’ but on His Promise to the Seed of the woman, Jesus Christ, born of a woman1, with humanity and under the Law. Paul taught that God’s Love could never be earned since nothing on the earth or in the heavens could ever match Christ’s sacrifice and that Christ’s Spirit dwelt in each one’s heart2, who loved Christ. Paul stated that Christians were of the Promise, adopted by God and nothing else, bar the Father, Son and Holy Spirit could ever come close to the genus of love the Father had for His sons and daughters who would not live without God’s Nature and Character leading them and guiding them according to His Plan for their lives. Paul addressed the annulling of the former commandment, labelling it as having rudimentary “weak and beggarly elements”3. As God’s steward Paul risked becoming “unpopular” in his admonishment of the Galatians however his words were received with humility and true contrition4. Paul was filled with gratitude at the care the Galatians showed for him, [the Bible is not explicit about Paul’s ailment]. The Judaized-Christianity, Paul explained, was incompatible with faith due to the fact that God’s clear concern was for the lost whom He called [and calls] out from all the nations. Israel, thereafter, all who walk by God’s rule, will once again burst into song for the Lord has spoken over her and He will bless her again [a beautiful verse 27].5 


ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ the Lord and be welcomed into God’s family as an Adopted son or daughter may pray to Jesus, if you believe in your heart that Christ came to save you. We also recommend that you find a Christian Church to continue your faith walk with Christ. 





Footnotes





1	[Genesis 3:14-15], the pronouncement of God that enmity would exist between the Seed of the woman - Christ, [Matt 1:20] and who shall bruise the head [Christ’s resurrection] of the serpent,	 	who is the “great hater of God and man”. He also revolted against God [Isaiah 14:12-14], he deceives, makes repeated attempts to defeat Christ even though he is aware it is impossible, his 	supposed self-adequacy is foreshadowed by God’s pronouncement that “..[h]e shall come to an end”; whereas mankind redeemed by Christ and no longer cut adrift from God, once again 	enjoys exclusively that which is good. Restored by Christ is redeemed man’s rationality in hearing and responding to the Word of God in His freedoms and which on the other hand, the serpent 	who once enjoyed a high ranking position in heaven, would never rise above its [already customary] creeping, slithering posture see, [Deut 28:15-20] where he shall eat dust and would be 	scorned as a Biblical symbol of arch-deception, in fact so much so that the people will say “…[y]ou who made the earth tremble and shook kingdoms have become an object of scorn”, see [Isaiah 	14:11,12-16].  


2	“Abba” was an Aramaic 10th to 7th Century dialect term meaning ‘Father’, that conveyed a sense of warm intimacy and filial respect. Christ Jesus first applied the term and gave authority to His 	disciples to use it. Paul saw its use as a Christian symbol of adoption where sons and daughters were in possession [possessio] of the Holy Spirit. And, due to that, the believer must use the right 	to learn and stand in relationship with God the Father and God the Son by the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  


3	Meaning unprofitableness. The effects of the law upon the Christian was of annulment, invalidation, withdrawal, cancellation, termination, see [Ro 8:3; Hebrews 7:18.] 


4	Paul noticed the Galatians did not resort to anger when scolded but chose instead to be humble before God, who thus profited much from God. Paul would have been familiar with the following 	Texts, see [Ps 51:16,17] which stated the Lord saw sacrifices as futile if one was not sorry for their sins. God loved a truly contrite heart and promised to revive, see [Isaiah 57:12-15; 66:2].


5	To be childless at that time around 681 B.C. was to a woman’s shame. Families depended upon children for survival particularly when the parents were elderly. God would change Israel’s 	mourning into song, He has promised and He will perform. 





Sovereign over us – Aaron Keyes, from the album The Living Room, © 2011 Thankyou music
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Graeme and his wife Vel facilitate their faith regarding Grace of the Christian doctrine found at Galatians 3. It must be borne in mind that the occurrence of Christ’s crucifiction had taken place around AD 30, Paul’s conversion was five years later and his first missionary journey began AD 35. Paul was aghast that some would be prepared to exchange their “Gift with Life and Life evermore” for the Law that Christ had fulfilled. The salient elements of the workings of the Holy Spirit were inextricably linked to the true source of Faith – Jesus Christ. Paul testified to three aspects of Grace that by faith were made available to any person who believed in Christ – only through Grace came Salvation, only through Grace came Christ’s irresistible Life and Truth, and only through Grace was the believer justified1. A man who lived according to faith, before the law, was Abram, who first believed God and through his actions demonstrated faith that attracted a response from God and blessed “right relationship with God”. Abraham was human and displayed in his walk with God mistakes, miscalculations, fear; and yet God called him a good man, one able to do good to others, blessed by God because he trusted God. Regarding “the Seed”, Paul stated that Christ, on account of His human birth of the woman, was geneologically “God’s people” and it was through Him the Gentiles claimed rebirth and an inheritance2. Paul noted that the law was in operation up to and including the time Christ suffered under the Curse3. The astonishing admission Paul made regarding the Promise of the Father, was,  - the Helper – was given to anyone who believed in Jesus Christ, the very Promise given centuries ago4 to Abraham [who believed God] was correlated directly to faith and was open to any person who believed, to become a Child of the Seed, Children of the Promise5 with the Spirit of Truth given as a “first instalment”.6  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to believe with faith like Abraham’s and confess Jesus Christ as Lord; Christ assures you, you will be saved. We encourage you to seek prayer thereafter with a Minister of Jesus Christ.     





Footnotes





1	Religious usage of the word Salvation meant “pardon imparted”; a believer was classified as a son/daughter of God the Heavenly Father; new birth experienced through the Spirit of Truth; 	no longer under His condemnation but passed already from death to Life grounded upon Jesus Christ.  


2	Christ has ensured believers and the Church were all one body, heirs of the Promise, see [1 Cor 12:12,13].


3	If God pronounced a curse, it was a denunciation of sin and His judgment was backed by His Spiritual capacity of divine accomplishment. A curse from mankind only wished harm upon 	another human being simply due to the fact the negative thoughts were all that could be mustered. Christ the Lord became “the curse” for all believers - it is understood that God’s curse 	actually fell upon Jesus of Nazareth on the Cross and it was not abrogation but the implementation of God’s Covenant, due to the “blanket breach” on man’s part. 


4	God’s Word went forth into unfilled time, reached ahead of its Speaker and recipient and marked an appointment between them in the future. Since God, unlike men or heathen gods, possessed 	all Knowledge - where they couldn’t see past today’s sunset, God commanded the future and commanded His Word to not return void. He can and will perform, see [Joel 2:28; Ro 4 and 9]  


5	The progeny of species Homo sapiens was also regarded as ‘seed’ see, [Gen 3:15; 13:15]. The seed of Abraham constituted Isaac and his descendants [Gen 21:12; 28:14], a relationship 	between God and His people in perpetual establishment  for the seed of Israel that came through Christ [Ps 89:4], who ruled as descendant of the house of David [Acts 2:30]. The early Christians 	[2 Tim 2:8; Mk 4:26-29] were connected to the divine Kingdom of seed germination and growth.    


6	[Jn 15:26] stated the terms in which Jesus described the Holy Spirit that He would teach believers God’s love, Life, mercy, patience, joy and forgiveness. He taught to handle the challenge of the 	“everyday ordinary” through each cycle of success and failure, to persist and produce fruit for God, see [Isaiah – 11:2; 34:16; 40:13; 42;1; 44:3-5.] regarding the Prophet’s prophecies of Christ.		





Defender – by Chris Crayenord, Miriam Webster and Chris McClarney from the album Running into Love, © 2009 Thankyou Music
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Graeme and his wife Vel read from 1 Thess 1 and offer salient comments regarding one of Paul’s earliest letter at around AD 51, written from Corinth, that specifically addressed two matters – faithfulness and watchfulness. From the outset two matters are noteworthy – firstly, the future written New Testament Father God had pre-determined would be written with maximum input from the Greek-speaking1 people; and secondly, it is submitted that Paul was widely held to be the author, who founded the Church at Thessalonica after multitudes of Thessalonians had heard the Word and decided to join Paul and Silas2 despite a rash of endemic ill-will from a group that sought collateral advantage and attempted to close down Paul’s ministry. Later, at Thessalonica, amidst an ensuing melée Paul had left abruptly however at his earliest opportunity he sent Timothy back to identify precisely the nature of the Thessalonians’ faith with the purpose of delivering strength and encouragment. Timothy reported the Church was deeply committed to Jesus and had operated effectively and efficiently by their firm stand in the face of contumelious trials and sorrows, the implication being that the Holy Spirit had indeed brought about transformation3 and given effect to Christ’s special Love which knit the Church in a unique warm brotherly Godly love that built the Church. The Thessalonians spoke of Jesus spontaneously and as a direct result of persecution du jour  lived in genuine hope of “His soon return”, see [1Thess 1:1; 1:9f] to which Paul preached that confidence in Christ’s return brought patience hope and God’s joy4 into their hearts. Acts 17:4 reads that Paul and Silas went on to Berea where the Bible recorded the Bereans opened their hearts with gladness to hear about God’s Son Jesus and searched the Scriptures daily5 to see the truth about God.  ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ’s Love may act upon His invitation to be Saved by faith, by praying to Him and asking Him for Salvation.   


   


Footnotes


1	The original Greek-speaking Jews translated the first five books of the Hebrew into Greek at around 200 B.C. The Bible itself, used for preaching to Christians as a resource, was 	spectacularly opened up with great effect by predominantly Greek speaking members who’s language regarding God’s Love was striking and generous. “God so loved the world that He gave….” 	has been a revolutionary tenet for those following Christ.  


2	Thessalonica was the first place where Paul’s teaching first received frequent, abundant and socially prominent followings [Acts 17:4]. Women of intelligence and munificent character; men of 	unstinting generosity and loyalty, joined Paul and Silas. 


3	Paul encountered Christ’s Zeal in the Thessalonians who were, quite frankly not easily put off, nor were they discouraged by postulations of a general accord to rebellion, nor overwhelmed in the 	face of innate prejudice, instead they maintained an intelligent, remarkably engaging and enduring bond of service and strength that gave the fullest expression to one of the most delightful 	components of God’s nature – His love – and in a manner quite unparalleled to what Paul had ever experienced [1 Thess 1: 7,8]. The Thessalonians sought much more than a platonic quasi-	technical concept of religion and the trendy philosophical literature derived from unprophesied, unanointed, wealth, influence and a life of easeful contemplation. The Thessalonians’ hunger for 	God’s Spirit was not speculative but rational and revolved around hard work such as provision made for - Christian education, entertainment in the faith; faith and health issues; welfare services 	under the faith; understanding of the language of Christ; Biblical translations of our Lord’s Words from Hebrew and Aramaic into Greek. A cardinal principle of God’s Plan was Christ’s position to 	open the Way for mankind regarding jurisdiction under God in one and the same Act, the same right to claim relief for many who believed in Jesus Christ  and the one Sacrifice that spanned 	centuries. 


4 	Paul himself spoke Greek and called himself “Hebraios”, aligned with the traditional interpretation for the word “Hellēnistai”, which highlighted Christ’s concept of brother and sister, bonded with 	the “hallmark of Christ”, akin to a validity stamp; and an unusually genuinely wide consideration for the poor, the weak, the maimed, the outcast, see [Lk 10:34;14:13]. Christians owe the deepest 	gratitude to the frank confession of the Greek human spirit in its approach to God vertically, and horizontally in its human brotherly love [sisters included] towards any person who loved Christ that 	held them in the body of Christ forever.


5	The Bible recordal contains a plethora of responses from various people of nations, drawn to the truth of God, see [Acts 2:12; 3:10; 4:32; 6:7; 8:36; 9:22]. Paul would have preached proof of God’s 	New Covenant treaty, unbroken since Christ was still alive; and Christ’s Presence throughout the OldTestament, Scriptures that revealed the power of the blood with protection for God’s people, 	their nations, their Priests, theTabernacle, the Presence of Christ Who’s blood the New Testament followers were to use for spiritual protection and blessing. This would have had an impact upon 	the people who worshipped the pantheon a priori, that they laid down their hearts to God and understood the Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit 	were One God Who tendered His own Word with 	solemnity and permitted no-one to change it or add to it and that afforded certainty and peace, see [Ex 12:7,8, 13; 24:8; 29:20; 30:10; Lev 17:11; Nu19:4; Dt 4:2; Jer 26:2; Ps 69:9; Isa 9, Isa 	34:16,17, 42:2; 53:4, 5, 7, 12; 59:16; Zec 9:11; Mtt 26:28].    
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Graeme and his wife Vel submit our non-comprehensive précis of Galatians 2. The pivotal debate regarding “Salvation by works” was unacceptable to the Gentiles and the issue was officially resolved at the Jerusalem Council1, however there continued the matter of Peter’s “hypocrisy” where for example Paul graphically  for purposes of the faith steered the debate out into the open and directed the Christians’ minds to Christ’s irrefragable Cross2. Paul was rationally adamant that God’s purpose for Christ’s supreme sacrifice was it would suffice in unlocking to the Gentiles the Abrahamic “righteousness by faith” through Christ the Lord, and never through inculcating entrenching formalities; this very spirit Paul roundly condemned. Father God purposed that the Gentile sheep be led solely by Christ, The Good Shepherd, Paul adhered to the teaching that the law was thus inscribed3 upon the believers’ hearts. From AD 35 - AD 57 Paul visited Jerusalem and Galatia many times and also meticulously planned and prepared “in Christ’s ability” [revelation vs 2] before embarking on his Gospel journeys. The Apostles referred to the poor of Jerusalem [vs 10]4 and Paul examined three significant areas of “crucified with Christ”5 and preached that it was impossible to do anything of lasting value without Christ.  ANY PERSON who believes that Jesus died on the Cross and nailed their sins to the Cross, may pray for Salvation - Christ gives you that which you seek. We urge you thereafter to attend a Christian Church and the Pastor will assist you.   








Footnotes





1	The Council also formally acknowledged Paul as an Apostle and formal approval was gained regarding founding Churches and the preaching of Christ’s Gospel going forward for trust purposes, 	all of which Paul passed with flying colours, in fact he debased himself the most. 


2	For the Christian, the Cross of Christ was the lodestar. To Paul’s understanding anyone who mistakenly entertained the notion that man had jurisdiction to “set aside Grace” was in grave error. 	 	Grace came through a most costly sacrifice [the rarest ever made upon the earth] - Christ’s obedience. And, in the result Christ’s resurrected Presence ushered in a form of judgment not upon 	appearances or how many times one sacrifice or if at all, but on righteousness reflected because of Jesus Christ, see [Jn 7:16-24]. John was present when Christ spoke these Words and he was 	present at the Council meeting in Jerusalem. [Luke 6:9] demonstrated that Jesus considered helping the diseased and crippled as of more import. Righteousness came through faith.  


3	“Inscribed” meant to write the original. To transcribe would suggest a mere copy, as the proverb against the king of Babylon stated from his stealing, copying, lies and murder, “[c]ut down to the 	ground”, see[Isa 14:4,12]. The Scriptures recorded “[G]od has inscribed His law upon our hearts” [2 Cor 3:3] which stated we are an 	Epistle of God that He wrote upon our hearts. 


4	People afforded little or no opportunity in life who lived “off the smell of an oil-rag” [our emphasis]. Christ revealed God’s heart towards the poor and He performed many miracles for them 	


5	Legally – the contractual principle of stipulatio alteri in essence described the promissor acting in His own name for the benefit of a third party, the condition being that the third party viva voce	accepted. Paul applied this principle to the context of Christian faith and Salvation, see [Ro 10:9,10]. God viewed the new believer as if he or she had actually “died with Christ”, and embraced 	each believer with Grace, see [Col 2:13-15].				 





Christ be in my Waking – Stuart Townend from the album The Journey with Stuart Townend & Simon Brading , © 2011
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Graeme and his wife Vel objectively offer, according to our faith in the resurrected Christ, a general brief synopsis of Paul the Apostle’s work regarding the matter of Christian ‘liberty’ in his S Galatian Epistle [Galatians 1] which was one of Paul’s most commanding epistles, deeply cherished by Christians as the great Charter of Gospel Liberty. The first of three parts in the Epistle each carried two chapters and was devoted to Paul’s training [advanced over many contemporaries] and defence of the genus of freedom God’s love afforded believers. Paul had travelled and preached to various Churches on his first missionary journey1. After his dramatic conversion Paul stayed with the disciples, related to the Synagogue of his conversion2, then returned along the Damascus road to a region SE of Jerusalem, where he lived3 and he thereafter returned to Jerusalem. Paul consulted with the Apostles where due to Barnabas the Levite from Cyprus’ mediation, he was blessed, in the Apostolic Ministry [see also Acts 4:36]. The early believers extended their greetings but not before the word had travelled regarding “Our former enemy is now preaching the very faith he tried to wreck”. Paul related a priori conversion he was “exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers”4, yet after conversion the powerful truth that compelled him – “Grace through the actual person and work of Christ”5 - the past forgotten and “new options awaited” in faith. Paul’s Epistle addressed the “censorious teaching” from within the Church that attempted to re-yoke Christians – all of which was unacceptable to Paul in that it belied Christ’s Grace that gave the believer unconditional liberties6 that God pre-determined before the creation of the earth. The Apostle Paul, the disciples and the Churches [included is Christ’s beloved Church in the modern era] discovered the joy of approaching God in Christ’s favour - in song, prayers, worship, teaching, training and with accompanying signs.  ANY PERSON who wishes to receive our Lord Jesus’ favour that untangles the past, may pray to Christ for Salvation; the bible says He hears you. 





Footnotes





1	Cyprus [Ac 13:2-5]; Paphos [Ac 13:5-6]; Perga [Ac 13:13]; Pisidian Antioch [Ac 13:14]; Iconium [Ac 13:50-51]; Lystra [Ac 14:5-6];  Derbe [Ac 14:20]; Attalia [Ac 14:25]; Antioch [Ac 14:26-28].	


2	Expressly to tell his kinsmen who did not believe, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God [see Acts 9:20-23]. It must be said that many diaspora came to know Jesus Christ at that point.


3	Paul further spent time with Arabians, “devout men and steppe-dwellers”, [see Acts 2:9-11] with whom he resided where he spent time educating himself regarding the Christian Faith. 


4	The Unique Mosaic Law was strong and as unshakeable as heaven and earth itself. It emanated from the very nature of El Shaddai, holy, righteous, good, binding and upheld by the 	Priesthood, Judges and the community. The Law was an expression of Yahweh’s love for His people with built-in provisions for service [e.g. people were inter alia required to care for widows and 	the poor], love for Yahweh expressing itself through obedience, justice developing the law with its formulations, requirements, remedies and penalties; and while the law was humane, it 	specifically prohibited pagan worship. The law expressly required at around 1445 BC that the Children of God take care of Elohim’s Prophets. 


5	Christ’s Crucifiction was based upon the punishment and penalty of the Law that attached, when broken, with the exception that Father God expressly purposed that Jesus Christ would 	never breach the Law and on the contrary He kept the Law as no man had ever done. Jesus received to its fullest, the punishment for our not keeping [if not the Law, seeing as we are not 	Hebrew, then at least where we either neglected or omitted or defiantly refused to do good and love one another]. As the sacrificial lamb Saviour received its fullest most ghastly punishment 	[severe beatings by a garrison of men, beard pulled out in dishonour, spat upon, stinging thorns forced upon His head, His side summarily pierced, and cruelly crucified to death] on behalf of 	sinful mankind who had no hope of ever approaching God. The prouncement by Christ “It is finished!” –  meant the Law was wholly fulfilled, penalties and all amounts due were pro tanto paid, see 	[Isa 53:5; Matt 26:67, 27:27-37; Jn 19:30].      


6	The worldly philosophy of “we can do everything” gradually became a full-blown desire of “we can and will do anything we want”. Desires became habitual, hard to shake off that eventually 	formed a strong-hold in the lives of men and women and as Paul stated, things twisted out of all proportion - which nefarious groups took unfair advantage of, who did and still do wherever it is 	possible exact a lot of money from. Christ, Paul stated, brought liberty from habits of sinfulness. The choice to change was all the Holy Spirit needed to work on. Consider yourselves dead to your 	previous desires, Paul preached and willfully choose to praise God ad worship Him. Paul, was himself tested in various ways regarding – i) real freedom did not have to be proved; ii) integrity met 	its match in money-matters; iii) obedience resulted from proper relationship with God - unearned but believed for; iv) Salvation was not earned, however thanks must be proffered to God for His 	predetermined plan of Salvation. Paul’s testings still are a crucial aide to believers in their walk of faith. We at CLT implore our Father God in the name of His Son Jesus, for overcoming Grace.  





Song of Moses - by Aaron Keyes, from the album Dwell © 2010 Thankyou music.
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Graeme and his wife Vel comment on Paul’s conclusion to the Corinthian Church at 2 Corinthians 13 which had its corollary eventually in a flourishing Church for the Gospel’s success. From the outset of his ordination Paul [with Barnabas] drafted an entire evangelistic tour with a scope that encompassed great distances that he and his companions travelled of about 1,500 miles that lasted over two years and a further 3,500 miles for the next three years, which counted towards the Gospel’s success and had impact over many areas marking a position for Christ’s Churches, which reflected the current position today. Paul’s strategy was targeted internally on two fronts - i) imparted knowledge of God’s prophetic Plan for Salvation1 which affected the actual mixed Church of pagan, Jewish and Christian converts2, ii) he generated Church leaders and expounded on the fulfilled Law as a new era of Grace and forgiveness. Externally Paul gave guidance regarding “poor soil for the Gospel” with marked reaction in some cases of ad hoc rashes of resistance that appeared to frustrate many of Paul’s achievements however which were shaken off as the most telling indicator that human restraint was the perfect vehicle [and proof] through which Christ’s Light shone and Father God’s purposes were done3. Paul’s obedience never floundered and was unwavering. He brought out into the open the promise of the Holy Spirit that brought edification4 that Christ might in the Church have effect upon righteous living, reconciliation, unity, peace and love. Paul’s final words reflect concern not for his reputation but rather for Christ’s Grace, Love and Communion. [Vs 14] one of the rare places in the Bible where the Trinity in toto is used in a doxology.  ANY PERSON who seeks healing in Jesus name may pray to our Lord Jesus and follow Him, the Bible says that you shall be saved.





Footnotes





1	Paul had access to prophetic books such as [Micah 5:2] which prophesied the actual birthplace of Jesus Who is called Christ - Bethlehem Ephrathah which was also Rachel’s burial place see 	[Gen 48:7] and the Bethlehem Ephrathah was the home of Naomi’s family see, [Ru 4:11]. Further, David’s father was an Ephrathite see, [1 Sam 17:12; Matt 2]. Moses prophesied “[b]efore the 	mountains were brought forth or ever You had formed the earth and world, even from everlasting to everlasting. You are God…” [vs 12], “..[l]et Your work appear to Your servants and Your glory 	[2 Cor 4:4] to their children” see [Ps 90:2,16]. The nature of the spiritual structure of Christ’s Church was founded “[b]y the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be established” and its 	authority in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. In what must constitute as a future depiction of the Church, our Lord Jesus sent out and gave His disciples authority [see Luke 10:19] to heal 	and preach in His Name. The inception of Church, Jesus Himself instigated and this would have been Paul’s authority, guidance and founding policy. Paul would have heard about “poor soil for 	the Gospel”, one of the parable that Jesus taught.  


2	After having received revelation from Christ Himself, Paul compendiously understood that the Scriptures he [and the disciples Matthew and John] had studied all his life, pointed to One Light 	shining throughout - Jesus Christ Himself, see [Isa 9:1,2; Acts 13:14] and that far from being a military king who would overthrow Rome, Jesus was sent as the Ultimate Sacrifice, once-for-all, 	who overthrew sin in men’s hearts and prepared them for right standing before the very Throne of God the Father. The prophets’ accurate predictions about Christ’s Salvation Paul himself was 	astonished at and the joy he experienced when he read how accurate the ancient Prophets were in their precise wording, he gladly spread the Gospel - except this time greatly enhanced with 	the ancient link to Christ, for all to see, see [Ge 18:18; Acts 3:25; Nu 24:17; Luke 3:34; Mic 5:2; Mtt 2:1; Isa 9:1-2; Mtt 4:12-16; Ps 69:4; Jn 15:23-25; Ps 16:10; Mtt 28:9; Ps 68:18; Luke 24:5-51].                                  


3	Restraint, patience and perseverance were characteristics the Holy Spirit worked on Paul as per Paul’s letters and encouragements to the Churches, see [Acts 19:39]. 


4	A critical criteria of proof of the Presence of the Holy Spirit was that He ushered in repentance for sin. Why would the Epicureans need edification? They regarded the world as in random motion 	and in a combination of atomic particles. Hardly any need for edification. The Stoics held to “serene detachment” and again, hardly in need of edification, 	however  many abandoned their old lives 	for Christ according to Paul’s preaching under the work of the Holy Spirit Who, sent by the Father. 





The perfect Wisdom of our God – Stuart Townend, from the album The Journey, Thankyou music © 2011		
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Graeme and his wife Vel together read from Colossians 4 regarding Paul’s further particulars he elaborated on, in conclusion, to make provision for the Church spiritually. Paul proceeded to continue his discussion on the resevoir of resource that was available to believers in Christ via the doctrine of prayer, indicating and confirming that a lifestyle of prayer had been purposefully designed by Father God1 and due directly to the obedience of Christ, that gave followers jurisdiction to approach God. It is noteworthy that of Paul it was spoken after his own conversion, “behold, he is praying” [which spoke of spontaneous prayer] and the Lord spoke with Paul and revealed the path the Apostle would take, as Paul had the mind of Christ. Paul urged prayer with thanksgiving, intercession, the realization of God’s Presence via the Third Person of the Trinity – the Holy Spirit, and he further beseeched God for Grace. Paul held that prayer2 for the Christian required extensive attention to God’s objectives [today the Word of God guides us] and corresponding action, as it was essential to both hear and obey. The words Paul used in Ephesians for prayer were significant - i)“all prayer” to be offered; ii) pray “all seasons”; iii) pray with “all perseverance”; iv) pray for “all saints”.  During the second half of his instruction Paul expressly mentioned associates, co-workers; and doctor Luke3 who was with Paul at the time, with Demas, as Paul’s remaining companions and young co-workers Tychicus, Timothy and Mark4 had left on mission work. Regarding chains and being bound - the Lord Jesus made pointed reference to places of remand and to visiting prisoners, the Old and New Testament documents of record tells of Godly prisoners who included leaders, major and minor prophets and partners in the faith e.g. Joseph, Samson, Jeremiah, Hoshea, Peter, Paul and Silas. Paul concluded the Colossian letter, for the sake of authenticity, with an interestingly pointed remark regarding his own handwriting, his being “in chains” and the mention of his friends specifically by name, at a period in history where esoteric cult-heresies5 who were divorced from the revelation of God in Christ, sought to bamboozle church members – Paul keenly noted and alerted the Church. ANY PERSON who wishes to “give their all to Jesus Christ” and know His truth, may pray for forgiveness to release them from sin. 





Footnotes


1	Solomon’s fervant communal prayer to God acted as a measurable wise pattern regarding prayer – 2 Chr 6:12-42; our Lord succinctly enumerated prayer in its present form - “Our Father 	Who is in heaven….” See also [Ps 4:3; Ps 10:1; Ps 55:17; Mtt 6:9; 17:21; 18:19-20; Jn 17:1; Lk 18:1-5; Acts 3:1; 4:24-30; Gal 4:4].


2	Paul was particularly alert to the nexus between understanding and prayer, see [Ps 47:7; 1 Cor 14:14-19ff] notwithstanding the enhanced omniscient wisdom of the Counsellor whereby God 	knew the world and mankind whom He had created, therefore not only did God know those specifically chosen to be His agents, He further rejected all and anything heathen for He knew them 	to be not gods. Paul stated prayer encapsulated  –  worship, thanksgiving; serving Christ with spirit; prayers for friends; gift-giving; upliftment; open doors’ to preach about Christ. 


3	Doctor Luke vividly recorded our Lord’s historic deep compassion, powerful care and gentleness with which He treated people and wrote “from an advanced post” as it were, for he was trained to 	“closely watch and identify”. He had tendered regular care to Paul’s physical “thorn in the side” ailment with his 	particular skill and he also placed on the record the nature of the spread of the 	early Church [Acts 1-28] and Christianity’s first missionaries, citing dependable foundational resource as the basis in his account. He accomplished “out of the spotlight”, the greatest challenge to 	greatness for a man of his position whilst avoiding even the appearance of being at the centre of attention. Since the Gospel was often welcomed with whips and stones, doctor Luke had a 	travelled alongside Paul and was available to care with compassion for Paul, [2 Cor 11:23-28], his associates, their messengers and he was blessed with patients as they travelled. 


	For us at CLT,  a vital aspect of doctor Luke’s nature  was his honesty and precise meticulous organisation, conflated within the following excerpt  – “Dear friend who loves God; several 	biographies of Christ have already been written using their source material the reports circulating among us from the early disciples and other eyewitnesses. However, it occurred to me that it 	would be well to re-check all these accounts from first to last and after a thorough investigation we pass this summary on to you, to reassure you of the truth you were taught.” See [Luke 1:1,2]; 	Extract supra Bibliography, page 1, #8.


4	Onsimus was retainer to a wealthy merchant; Demas deserted “due to his love of this present world”; Justus was a valued Jewish co-worker. Without going into exhaustive detail - Matthew was 	Apostle to the circumcision, John Mark to the Romans [Mark contained many (N) to W Semitisms], Luke was Apostle to the Gentiles and John was Apostle to the living Christian community 	with links that bound the Gospel’s structure to Palestinian Syngagogue lectionary. Mark’s mother [also Mary] was related to Barnabas the wealthy Levite from Cyprus who spoke of Paul’s 	conversion to the Apostles; many of the early Church met in Mary’s spacious home; when released from prison Peter had no doubt as to where he would find the praying Apostolic Church 


	[Acts 12:12]; the Last Supper took place in an Upper Room, where the Lord ate with His disciples, [Mk 14:15].  


5	The Bible at Genesis 3:13 reveals the objective of the haters of God was, and is, to – alter, introduce a variation to the originality of God and His Plans. See 2 Cor 11:3.





Worthy is the Lamb – Paul Andrew, Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing © 2000
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Graeme and his wife Vel determine the impact of Paul’s Grace-filled implorings that gave direction regarding the members’ offerings, read at 2 Corinthians 9.


Paul, previously a Chief Prosecutor knew the value of “preparing ahead”. He won court battles through painstaking pre-determined practise. He won Judicial approval [ex post facto trial] through scrupulous research and correct use of authority and citations. Paul prepared fastidious argument in order to sway the Court to see impermissable infractions the other side calculatingly arranged against the Temple1. It was along this vein that Paul advised the Corinthian members that preparations ahead of time regarding their offerings/gifts was a wise exercise and to exhibit a cheerful willingness and not tender grudgingly. This Paul stated proved his boastings of them to the other Churches at Achaia. Paul advanced to the Corinthians that to sow sparingly meant that one would reap sparingly and to sow generously one would glean generously2. Paul extracted a verse from Psalm 112:93 reassuring believers that those who gave generously will be honoured and never forgotten. Paul elaborated that God multiplies the return of the generous heart simply because it is in His pleasurable discretion to do so. The ‘givee’ gave thanksgiving to God and thus glorified God in return which opened the passageway of favour towards the giver4. God Himself gave freely, was bountiful in His blessings, He gave good gifts, He gave perfect gifts, He gave Christ the most perfect Gift for mankind’s Salvation.  Paul mentioned administrative services and costs [vs 12] which the other Churches cumulatively were tendering on behalf of the Corinthians, under the inspiration of the Spirit of Grace5.  ANY PERSON who wishes to give their life with its old nature to Jesus Christ, may pray to Him; He has access to Salvation and gives you His Grace, says the Bible.      





Footnotes





1	In Paul’s calculations and preparations he would surely have taken into account what the “other side” was arguing for at the stoning of Stephen. We know Stephen’s words etched into his 	conscious thoughts, as to why God’s purposes had been so frustrated and Paul must have researched Steven’s citation for himself and discovered the issue of scorn, disparagement and 	contempt shown in the Old Testament towards God’s holy Prophets [2 Chr 36: 15,16] emanating from those who had turned away from God’s ways. Further note young King Josiah’s abject 	 	horror at hearing how the Word of God had been callously discarded by the “Godless of our people”. Josiah obeyed and applied God’s Holy Word, see [2 Ki 22:11,19] Our Lord confirmed the 	difficulty Paul experienced when sharply reminded that it was useless to try and stop the Lord’s Salvation, referring to Paul’s heart to do what was right yet clearly powerless to effect changes,


	evidenced in his persecutions. 


2	Paul accepted no money from the Corinthians, so the proceeds went elsewhere. In fact there were instances where he was rendered foodless and starving, yet in a narrow sense would 	not take from the members. The Holy Spirit might have triggered a warning in his thinking to accept nothing so that the Corinthians could not say they had to “support him”. The Holy Spirit might 	also have reminded him, aligned in his previous training as a Prosecutor and led by a consideration that it was “inappropriate” to accept money, so he missed out on payments for personal 	needs. Regarding addressing the needs of the Corinthian Church, Paul, working with administrative services [vs 12] used gifts from Achaia Churches to feed others.  


3	A profile of Jesus Christ written under the guidance of the Spirit of God presented One whose character was unfaltering as he regarded the purposes of His Father, the function of His Office, what 	God felt about the poor and of lowly upbringing and the permanence of His righteousness, due to Davidic Covenant of perpetualism.  Jesus Christ’s theological unchallengeable right and power to 	possess and dispose of as He pleased, the employment of self-control, to create, to fulfill prophesy, to vindicate where vindication was not forthcoming from mankind [a perfect man simply has 	never existed other than Christ], is not to be underestimated. 


4	This is the antithesis of “shrewd-policy-giving”. Paul entreats believers otherwise.


5	Many Prophets were led by God’s Spirit and Ezra’s testimony in Aramaic Classical Imperial confirmed at around 465 B.C. - 424 B.C. Christ’s Grace was present already in the Old Testament that 	ushered in repentance, that forgave the remnant their sins, even though they had not “kept the Law” as in at a holy place. Ezra recognised Grace had called him, led him and pre-determined 	which families by name would be classified “The Remnant” who were further called to return to Jerusalem expressly for God’s purposes. The following are included in God’s record. Of the 	Hebrews - Gershom, Daniel, Hattush, Zechariah and 150 other men, Eli-e-ho-enai son of Zechariah and 120 other men; the son of Jahaziel and 300 other men, Ebed son of Jonathan and 50 	other men, Jeshaiah son of Athaliah and 70 other men, Zebadiah son of Michael and 80 other men, Obadiah son of Jehiel and 218 other men, Shelomith son of Josiphiah and 160 other men, 	Zechariah son of Bebai and 28 other men, Johanan son of Hakkatan and 110 other men, Eliphelet, Jeuel, Shemaiah and 60 other men who arrived at a later time, Uthai, Zaccur and 70 other men, 	Priests, Levites, men from Casiphia and their brothers who sent Priests for the Temple, Sherebiah son of Levi and grandson of Israel, Temple attendants 220, all listed by name. Ezra’s spiritual 	preparations before setting out meant reliance upon the authority of Grace, see [Ezr 9:8,9], and Nehemiah was further entreated.


	


Hallelujah  – Ben Cantelon from the album Let It Be Known, 2007, Thankyou Music
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Graeme and his wife Vel briefly analyse Paul’s difficulties and successes in his writings at 2 Corinthians 12. Paul’s special awareness of God is noted in his account of “revelations that took place in heaven” 1. The “thorn in the flesh” it is suggested was a debilitating physical issue which Paul confessed was actually designed in such a way that he was kept humble being the praxis of his own Christ-centred message. Humility it is recorded evokes a response from God – communion with Him, with Jesus Himself, very much liked by many, One Whom many find favourable. The uniqueness of humility in a relationship enjoyed with Christ Paul assures the believers is testimony to the surging power of Christ2. Christ had made good his opportunity to engage with mankind in the stringent time limit that He was given on the earth which left the Church with little doubt as to His authority on the Cross, in His death and in His resurrection. In his understanding Paul associated himself with the following doctrines - “justification apart from works” [being a brilliant writer of the Law Paul learnt the unembellished truth of the power of Christ’s Grace], the Cruciform model of proper Christian ministry3, the appropriate way to interpret visions through the prism of Christ’s character ; teachings on the precedent of Christian practice4 at Church determined in relation to cultures, and he presented an appropriate model for ongoing Church order. Paul’s extensive and protracted teaching had impact upon the believers’ dependance upon God5, they sought more of God’s power in their lives and the effects of the lasting value of work done in Christ’s Name we read and learn from in the present age.  ANY PERSON who genuinely repents of their sins may pray with humility to Christ our Lord and He will turn to save you with His Salvation, then find a Christian Church and chat to their Pastor.    





Footnotes





1	The Scriptures defined the varying levels of heaven - the firmament across which the sun makes its daily pilgrimmage; heaven is the abode of Father God and His Son Jesus Christ, and 	those associated with Him; the Bible speaks of “hosts of heaven” in the Father and Son’s Presence who are eager to perform the Word of God, who sing their praises night and day to God and 	His blessed Son [Isa 55:11]; heaven is a place where Spiritual inheritances are laid up; there is a place within heaven entitled Paradise; there is a third heaven; Lord Jesus passed straight through 	the layers of the heavens [revealing access by the highest ranking authority next to God - since no other title nor name possessed the power to hinder Him]; the children’s angels, Jesus had 	continuous access to God Almighty in heaven; the prodigal son repented when he sinned “against heaven” [intimating that the greatest respect must be had even towards God’s abode!]. The 	categories of old heaven and New Heaven were such that the Old heaven was pre-determined to dissolve and the New Heavens to take its place, where Scripture pointed to a phenomenon that 	the stars would fall straight down like a fallen star when God’s prescribed time was due, see [Gen 14:19; Dt 26:5; Isa 65:17; Mtt 5;45, 18:10, Luke 23:43; Lk 15:18; Jn 3:27; 2 Cor 12:2; Hebr 4:14; 	2 Pet 3:10-13 ] Unchallengable proof that Christ’s Promise had more power than fire and heat].   


2	The Lord has made it abundantly clear that no purpose is served through competitiveness, pride nor boasting. For everyone, including the highly accomplished [not necessarily only academic but 	managerial, overseeing or methodical preparation], that it is expected of each one to excel in their daily operations. Before God though it was quite another matter. It was and is expected that 	even the most highly accomplished believer must [peremptory] surrender before the Source of all Creation. It is Scriptural that Christ’s power is made perfect in humility. Believers were 	purposively [with service in mind] created as “Vessels of longsuffering” as opposed to the “son of perdition” who was created a “Vessel of destruction”. A mere drop of concentrated wisdom from 	Jesus Christ Himself is enough to set one on a path of goodness for life into Eternity, e.g. the foreign woman who approached Jesus through humility and worship, was rewarded greatly, as her 	daughter received healing from the very hour of Christ’s acknowledgment of her faith, see [Matt 15:24-28] - and that was a mere crumb.   


3	The soteriological influence of Christ’s Cross and Resurrection Paul expressly used to found Churches, the reason being that should a Church leader inevitably ‘leave’ [maybe due to death in old 	age or transfer to another Church], the Church remained fastened upon the Lord Jesus’ doctrine. Paul directed Titus, fluent in Greek culture and language, to oversee a Church which we later 	deal with in our expositions. In addition Paul must have reasoned that his lack of local language expertise, Titus would make up for.    


4	The principle of “weakness” is the antithesis to the blind ambition of the world and yet, the Lord extended the principle of “weakness” predominately as a pre-requisite for prayer and worship. 	Prayer is not a natural inclination, otherwise we would have prayed before our Salvation. Weakness of Spirit comes from the Spirit of Jesus and is an apt illustration of the distinction between 	God’s Ways and the ways of unrepentent mankind. It would be inappropriate, Paul conveyed, to measure anything related to God against a worldly standard as the two had no nexus whatsoever 	- just as water has no fellowship with oil and in any event, God’s power is unmatched, fullstop.


5	Paul mourned deeply for the Corinthians who without repentance had fallen into a quagmire of fleshly non-inhibitions exalting themselves in all sorts of spheres. Graeme and Vel 	respectfully ask the question “Did God, in one of Paul’s revelations show him where sinners who refuse to repent and reject Christ, eventually go?”. It would certainly account for the deep distress 	Paul felt on their behalf. Mankind all too often fails, for we are all human however Paul urges us to always be humble before Christ no matter transpires and it is an instruction from God our Abba 	Father that we worship no matter how inconvenient. Paul urged prayer for all families imploring God for saving Grace of Jesus Christ to fall upon all nations and their governing leaders. 	





Great and Glorious  – Jo Petch from the album Redeemer, Thankyou Music, copyright 2008 
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Graeme and his wife Vel comment on emerging events that justified Paul the Apostle’s stance at Corinth found at 2 Corinthians 11. Paul mentioned that he was zealous for believers as “betrothed” to God and the Church at Corinth was not precluded from this unique Joy1. In Acts 20:33 Paul reiterated that he had coveted no silver nor apparel from anyone instead he accounted to himself for his own needs. Coveting is a prohibition in the Ten Commandments [Ex 20] and Paul had a  change of heart from being born into the elite, privileged and rich who positioned themselves, to being vulnerable before Christ in his calling and work. The Church itself was built upon a non-coveting, non-flattering foundation – neither flattery, money, silver nor gold had nexus with the cherished joy-of-giving Christ advocated, let alone any sort of jurisdictional criteria to approach God. Paul advised members to give when they had especially when they flourished2. Paul’s rehearsal of his sufferings proved that he sought no reward and in verse 13 he discussed the minority of false preachers that inappropriately attempted to lead members off-track from the love of Christ, positioned himself as facilitator of the Gospel and Defender of its Truth, see [Mk 3:14ff, Gal 2:4] for his Apostolic calling. The central tenet of Paul’s doctrine was that faith was never based upon impressive credentials but upon the Grace of our Lord Jesus alone, with accompanying power of His name that changed hearts3. Proof of Christ’s Calling is evident at the even of Paul being sent to Ananias [see Acts 9:16] who obeyed the Holy Spirit in initially praying over Paul [although fear must have been quite palpable as Paul was the most feared man in all of Christendom] yet Paul had volte facie accepted Christ into his heart and being temporarily blinded - which might very well have eased Ananias’ cautious approach – cast himself upon the Mercy of God and repented deeply of his sin against Christ’s faithful ones, plus his resultant barring of the extension of the Gospel message. Acts 16:22 reveals that even while bound in stocks Paul’s Apostleship was confirmed as he praised the Lord Jesus the accompanying power wrought an earthquake that shook the building and set many free [sic]; the Roman guard and his entire family received Salvation. At vs 33 Paul reported an external hostility towards his person4. Of the four letters Paul wrote three were rendered Canonical [1 Cor, two in 2 Cor]. Paul purposively extended the Gospel around Achaia. ANY PERSON who wishes to pray that they might be forgiven for their sins, may repent to the Lord of Grace, Jesus Lord over all – the Bible says that He can hear your heart to set  you free.    





Footnotes





1	Betrothal was as binding as marriage itself. The words “husband” and “wife” were used pre-marriage. [Hosea 2:19-20] depicted God’s love and faithfulness. The betrothal was significant and 	consent exacted at the ceremony in re exchange of gifts – marriage presents and dowry [a gift from the father]. Paul saw the Church as betrothed to Christ with an alive obligation confirmed inter 	alia  through Christ’s death, Resurrection, Communion, faith, forgiveness, kerygmatic work and offerings or gifts to the Church. The New Covenant obligation Christ performed became for Paul a 	“deep concern” that warranted his prayer for the Church – due to proof of the workings of Father’s Promise. Proof as to the actions of false prophets or false Apostles to love came under the test - 	do they stay with the flock, or flee when hardships manifest? Running from the “awkwardness” of the change of heart believers wrestled with on a daily basis, the ‘earthquakes’ that happen in a 	believer’s heart as they “handed over” to Christ pointed to shepherds that weren’t true shepherds but out-for-gain shepherds. That included monetary temptations. 


2	The official Imperial money, provincial coins, local Jerusalem shekels, money in metal, silver, gold, copper, bronze, the Roman aureus or denarius, legal coin acceptable for tax, property, wealth, 	the bronze lepton a “small and fine widows mite” [Mk 12:42] were “exchangeable goods of barter” that Paul had knowledge of. The “talent” was not an actual coin but a term of currency whose 	value varied with differing metals and monetary standards, see [Matt 18:24, 25:15-28] which suggests our Lord had silver in mind. The adjuration remains for blessed thanksgiving, applying some 	profits to the poor, paying attention to others’ needs and generally, acts of righteousness where God gave ‘means’ for this very end. 


3	From 5th Century B.C. the word Apostellō meant, “sent out”, “fleet”  “admiral”, one “sent with a particular purpose”. In [Hebrews 3:1] the word was expressly used of Christ the ”Sent One of 	God”, used in [Mk 3:14] where Christ further “sent out” the twelve in Galilee to preach and heal in His Name. Paul, not one of the twelve but Called “out of time” on the Damascus road, proved 	through his sufferings, discernment of spirits and ancillary power that he was “sent out”.    


4	[Ac 20:32-33. Paul’s chronology proved valid by its date. Around AD 34 - AD 60 Aretas, a Nabatean, took up a position against Herod. Rome supported Herod and what followed was a punitive 	expedition by Aretas against Rome and any and all of its citizens abroad, [Damascus] which affected Paul a citizen of Rome.  Later, at the news of Tiberius’ death the expedition petered out. The 	Nabateans were neither housebuilders nor tillers of the soil but they traded in Camel Caravans along the spice/silk trade route. Jesus Our Lord was crucified during the reign of Tiberius also 	called ‘Caesar’ [de facto ascendant to Octavianus, Caesar Augustus]. Tiberius [at age 56] was in no unseemly rush to reign and his Primacy in the Roman Republic was unimaginative and dour. It 	was his image stamped on the coin [Mtt 22:15f] that enticed the Pharisees to dourly entrap Jesus regarding the question of tax that Jesus correctly interpreted, see Luke’s account [Lk 3:1].  		





Come out of Hiding – Stephanie Gretzinger and Amanda Cook, Bethel Music, October 2014. 
























































































































































Graeme and his wife Vel consider the point of departure Paul took from doctrinal issues of Christianity into the more practical matters of the faith, on the second leg of his letter to the Colossians where he was invited to comment, read at Colossians chapter 3. Paul expanded on the practicalities of being raised with Christ and actually living this out in the normal course, in the Colossian’s lives. It was rational that if the members were raised with Christ, they would seek to set their minds on things above, not on things of this world [below]. Paul advised the members to determine to live explicitly for Christ1 so that habitual ungodliness [vs 5-9] would be put off and not divert them. God’s wrath was real2 however it was appointed for a specific time3 since mercy was available in the present age because of Christ’s blood. Regarding holy practical service within social relationships Paul focussed not on form but on substantial pattern of service, “consider yourselves alive in Christ for you are raised with Him to life”, due to the fact that you are justified and there is now no need to clamour for recognition. The entire family, husbands4 and wives; Christian children; and a father’s peace with his children5; the retainer was to serve with composite candour and sincerity. Paul compelled the Church to take particular care in the fullest terms to cast aside habitual intolerances6. He also enunciated that Church members were subject to bear one another up7 and assist one another in weakness for they were inextricably linked together with Christ’s bond of love. Verse 13 ends with a peremptory word, the brethren, if there existed any complaint between them, must forgive8 one another. ANY PERSON who wishes to repent and know Christ’s Salvation, may pray to Him, ask for full redemption, and He will forgive your sins, for this is the time of Salvation.      





Footnotes


1	Throughout the believer’s lifetime where mistakes might be made, errors, forgetfulness, lapses of attention and even where service has become “somewhat blurred” the time is now to plead your 	case before God so that the provision of Grace will cover each member and the Church, guiding them forward, giving strength to endure with longsuffering. 	 


2	The personality of God has inter alia components of justice and Holiness, without these God would cease to be fully righteous and His love would degenerate into sentamentality. God’s wrath is 	not wayward, fitful or spasmodic; it is permanent, consistent and until the final day of God’s prescribed time it was and is always tempered with mercy. None may trade upon God’s Mercy, nor may 	anyone presume “the riches of His kindnesses and forbearance and patience.” Paul stated the law brought wrath unless perfect obedience was effected, which brought into focus the efficacy of 	Christ’s perfect obedience to redeem i) those under the law; ii) to redeem mankind from all wickedness [Ps 130:7; Gal 4:5; Titus 2:14] and to ensure the Mercy of God operated, which at the 	present time, is fully operational and can be invoked through prayer in Christ’s name.  


3	Spiritual death resulted from a life of sin. No-one knows when God’s prescribed time for Grace will cease and when the age of Jesus Christ’s rule of Justice and Righteousness will come to pass, 	all we do know is the accepted time of Salvation is now. Christians have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, however to the sons of disobedience, the god of 	this age [the measurable period] has blinded them and there is a Biblical warning that he or she not plan their time as if it belonged to them. Only with the Salvation Christ offered is there 	respite and a shining light for families’ redemption “…[w]ith the Lord there is full redemption”. Our father’s fathers before us had a lifetime of a chance to see the Light of Christ before their passing. 	Repentant ones who fall away, it is permitted that they might come back to God and be forgiven; so has our God determined through His Son Jesus Christ, until the fulfillment of this age, 


	[Ps 130:7; Eccl 3:1-11; 2 Cor 4:4; 6:2; Heb 6:5].      


4	Paul called upon husbands to function in a much higher Calling - the pattern Christ set, in His love for the Church that He considered Himself not “limited” in any way, but rather that He set his 	face like flint and sacrificed for the Church [Isa 50:7]. 


5	Our Lord Jesus clearly expressed His love and respect for children [Mk 9:36-37] and He used the innocence and openness of children to illustrate the attitude necessary  for entering the Kingdom 	of God [ Mtt 18:2-3]. It is noteworthy that each generation since the fall, carried with it certain disappointments, however Christ gave mankind a way out. Paul would have been familiar with the 	following Proverbs of wisdom -  see [Prov 3:12; 8:35; 10:1; 23:24; 28:24]     


6	Paul used narrow language regarding all matters pertaining to the “old man”, [vs 5-9]. Our Lord Jesus gave us a wise clue as to the class of peace that transcended human understanding, see 	Matt 6:21-23 “..[w]here your treasure is your heart will be. The lamp of the body is the eye... when the eye looks heavenwards the light will be great... Look towards heaven.. store up for 	yourselves treasures in heaven.” 


7	These difficulties must be overcome by forgiveness and bearing one another up with patience, Paul directed, there was no place in God’s kingdom for ungodly indulgences. Paul intimated that 	placing God’s wishes first was how they attained to pleasing God and in verses 12-17 are hidden the mysteries of how to be filled up with Christ so that all the glory might go to Him.       


8	A Christian’s service was a mere shell if his or her attitude towards the brethren was governed by prejudice and hostility.   	 





Everlasting God  -  Brenton Brown and Ken Riley, Thankyou music © 2005.





We at CLT genuinely pray to God our heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus Christ, that His Mercy rests upon Israel and her leaders.
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly extend belief under the doctrine of giving Paul emphasized at 2 Corinthians 8. Paul - Apostle, a citizen of Rome, sophisticated, humble, interesting, extraordinary bond-servant to Christ was called into a specific purpose teaching the Gentiles regarding the law fulfilled and the opening of God’s Grace extending to all mankind. Paul wrote from Macedonia [Philippi, Thessalonica and Beroea] and related how the Churches had given more than expected even though they themselves were impoverished. Paul encouraged the Corinthians to give cheerfully to the Church in Jerusalem1 and he gave details of the motive of giving which was not so much the amount given but the reason why and how offerings were tendered. Paul was not coercive, but held that giving was a natural response to following Christ Who gave up His own rights to identify with mankind in order to secure mankind’s Salvation2. The Jerusalem Church was beneficiary to the members’ gifts and Paul recounted the attitude of cheerfulness played a significant part regardless of a member’s financial position – “Give what you decide in your heart and give cheerfully for the Lord loves a cheerful giver”3. Paul assured the Church that for protection purposes, he had provided for two men to convey the offerings to the Jerusalem Church4. ANY PERSON who wishes to relinquish their life to Christ and see Heaven’s doors opened, may earnestly pray and ask Lord Jesus for Salvation; He can hear you the Bible assures, and He will give you His Grace.





Footnotes





1	The Jerusalem Church appeared initially after Christ’s ascension and was made up of predominately Galilean disciples of Jesus who had thus far responded to the preaching of Apostles in 	Jerusalem. The group of baptized believers displayed the nature of a sect within Judaism but for its members who called themselves “the Way” [after Jesus’ pronouncement “I am the Way, the 	Truth and the Life, no-one comes to the Father except by Me”], see [Jn 14:6]. Despite the Gentile Churches activities abroad - admitting new members such as some hellenists, a Cypriot, 	appointing the Seven, Steven’s debate, the Gospel to Samaria, the baptizing of the Eunuch near the old Philistine city of Gaza, Philip’s mission, Cornelius’ baptism at Caesarea, the Council’s 	decision to not lay the requirement of circumcision upon any Gentiles; the primacy of the Jerusalem Church prevailed in matters of table-fellowship, purity of body, faith and morals. James the 	Just’s murder due to incitement was viewed by the Churches with great suspicion however the termination of the Jerusalem Church came only at around AD 66 when the Romans suddenly came 	against the Hebrew faith and decimated the entire area, which facilitated predominance of Gentiles in the Church abroad, according to God’s purpose, see in seriatim  [Acts 6:7, 24:17, 4:34-37, 	6:5, 4:36, 7:44, 8:5-13, 8:26-38, 15:7, 10:1, 15:1,7,20; Ro 15:27]. 


2	The believer’s motive for giving extends into the modern era. Lord Jesus working through believers’ considered the plight of a category of various afflicted people such as - ‘public toilet cleaners’, 	‘garbage disposal’, even ‘the elderly’ or ‘those under misfortune’, ‘the infirm’, the ‘uninformed and ‘unsophisticated’, ‘beggars’, ‘car-guards’, ‘floor sweepers’, ‘those with little or no opportunity’. The 	Lord Jesus stressed firmly His Church must [peremptory] give to these, in His Name.


3	Firstly - the majority of humans know how to please their earthly fathers. When growing up, one of us assisted father every Saturday working in the family bird aviary, sweeping the aviary 	floor, washing out birdbaths, checking for holes in the thin mesh, even assisting father to mix cement; the other of us assisted his father with the heavier chores, hardware tool shopping, 	changing a flat tyre, chopping or stacking wood and lighting the family braai. Secondly - the ability to please our Heavenly Father commences expressly from a transformed heart in thanksgiving 	for Christ’s rare sacrifice. It is possible the Word says, for all believers to be good obedient bond-servants of Christ and to use their power in Christ for good. Believers are blessed with unlimited 	power to ‘give’, and power to ‘forgive’, there is no law against these. Giving to each one’s own Church might be such a way to please God our Father.


4	[Lev 20:30] at around 1445 B.C. – 1444 B.C., [Ezra 8:25-30], which Paul probably studied to great extent, read that it was encumbent upon God’s people, their leaders, treasurers and custodians 	to watch over carefully the weighing and keeping of alms and offerings that emanated from the spoils of war. They also rendered tithes of their land, cereal, fruit yields, herds and flocks for the 	sons of Levi thus ensuring support for the Priesthood who had no means of income. It is quite possible that Paul himself [especially since he was a Prosecutor and prolific traveller] wrote the 	provision for the Council [Acts 15] regarding offerings conveyed for the sake of good conscience and order, that it might be best for two members to travel together, two standing against would-be 	pilferers and for companionship purposes and prayer.  Regarding sacrifice, it bears mentioning that if a normal days’ travelling encompassed 16 miles a day on foot and 25 miles by horse or 	carriage, that meant couriers or court officials sometimes covered 100 miles a day, and winter months and mountainous regions potentially hampered travel – such giving of one’s time for the safe 	travel of the offering placed the Apostles and Disciples at the apex of Christian giving. 





We still believe – Kathryn Scott from the album “We still believe” 2010,  Integrity Music
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Graeme and his wife Vel render our summary of the scope of Paul’s discussion at 2 Corinthians 7. Much in the preceding chapters and in the instant show that the “graph” of the Corinthians’ faith might have formed a steep ascending curve followed by a sharp drop in the bell curve downwards, then upwards again with fairly even distribution between the highs and lows. Paul was aware of this and at one level, he dealt with conflicting collateral pride in firmness and comfort, while at another level he rigorously strictured matters concerning the old law1, endemic pagan ideas and “nice-sounding philosophies”2. Godly sorrow brought about through the power of the Cross ushered in repentance that by God’s strength the believer escaped the sin that clung like glue, known to be impossible to remove in the short-term, long-term, let alone forevermore. Paul had himself foregone rights and liberties in his professional and personal life exclusively due to explicit changes Christ’s Presence wrought from the moment of Paul’s revelation of Jesus3 and he employed every opportunity to abandon trust in self and cast himself unreservedly upon the Mercy of Christ where working with Christ’s Spirit he led many whose sin was not accounted to them to experience a better spiritual outcome. Paul wrote three letters, delivered by Titus4 [a fourth never reached destination], with the purpose of appropriately heartening the members who turned to God Who shouldered their burdens and steered them into life solutions. Paul never compromised his faith but maintained the view throughout that Christ’s Cross was all-powerful in spiritually5overcoming antagonism both proximate and remote towards God in a believer’s life that was perilous to their faith.  


ANY PERSON who wishes to lay aside ‘self’ to welcome Christ Jesus into their heart may pray for Salvation and Christ will usher in Grace so that you may repent and be cleared of your sins.     





Footnotes





1	Paul was no novice. He grew up “at his Mother’s knees”, lived near the location of the University, studied under Doctor Gamaliel, was promoted to Chief Prosecutor at the time of Stephen’s 	stoning, had authority over other advocates, used to the full the expertise of the personnel in the legal circuit, had ability to wrest a legal debate akin to a refined “wordsmith”, ‘kept the law’ [a 	significant criteria for one of standing] and ex post his conversion Paul taught at Institutional places, Church gatherings, wrote dynamic testimonies and poignant letters that uplifted Churches in 	at around AD 55 - 60 in their worship of Christ, and in modern times his work continues, winning countless people to Christ, see [Acts 26:5]. 


2	A matter that fostered reliance upon “the old man” and unregenerated flesh, Paul vigorously combatted at every opportunity - often with the result that the Corinthians at times resorted to 	irrational, defensive, un-academic personal slurs and subjective elastic jibes that castigated Paul’s title, his message, his appearance and further his colleagues e.g. Titus. Many others at Corinth 	received Christ and miraculous transformation due to Godly repentance changed their position from defiance to unity in fellowship with Christ.  


3	Firstly, the Children of Israel were enabled to change solely due to the Presence of God in the Tabernacle, [Nu 10:21]; David wrote in the book of Psalms that God would not tolerate blind 	arrogance – His Presence will leave. King Saul left lonely and restless when the Spirit of God left, see [1 Sam 16:14-23]. The Presence of God searches the condition of a man’s heart and 	where God is welcomed, ushers in repentance that expels imperfection and self-reliance forthwith, see [Psalm 27:4]. Secondly, [Psalm 34:18-19] differentiated between pride and the ordinary 	everyday snags and stresses that befall mankind, with the exception that the Presence of God afforded believers a powerful, wise and courageous way out of today’s troubles. Thirdly, a picture of 	a holy reaction between light and darkness was disclosed by the Bible at the event of Paul being physically struck off his horse, falling to his knees and rendered unable to see [or eat later], as the 	perfect, holy and true light of Jesus Christ revealed the powerlessness of the Law to bring about a state of repentance, with no power to remove sin from God’s sight due to no jurisdiction with 	God in the place of Grace. The Law was not discarded, indeed, Christ totally fulfilled it. Kindly note the unrepentant Paul was addressed by Christ only once Paul was on his knees, humility, see 	[Acts 9:4-9]. At Christ’s revelation of Himself, after Paul had answered “Lord”, he experienced a Godly sorrow, had opportunity to repent of his sins, received his Calling and obeyed further 	instructions towards his actual ministry via a pre-destined meeting with a fellow-believer, Ananias. 


4	At [Titus 2:13] Paul related that he had looked for Titus and at [7:5] he continued to explain their journey, [we deal with that later]. It fell upon Titus to report to Paul regarding the Corinthians. 


5	At [Romans 8:9,14] we at CLTearnestly encourage believers to not neglect to share their experiences-in-Christ, under each one’s own Church. 





Jesus, You are Worthy - by Brenton Brown from Songs of Fellowship CD, Integrity Music 2014, Christian Art Media 2014 Disc 1 song 14. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel extend a non-conclusive rendering of Paul’s counsel as reflected in 2 Corinthians 10. Corinthians 1 & 2 letters are confirmation of Paul’s amazing ability to contest opposing sides of the argument, ponder over matters presented and guide the Church into Christ’s glory. Paul’s writings covered the conspectus of issues revealing that he was more than just a nominal figurehead. Paul’s methodology set out the terms of Covenant with Christ and continually showed the differences between the mature faith of true brothers and sisters in Christ; and members’ who walked merely by “sight”1. Paul continually underscored the duties2 of believers’ and addressed conflicting tensions between citizenship of God’s Kingdom and “worldliness”. He interpreted the Word of God believing that the Church must receive apposite instruction about the knowledge of God. Paul himself testified that he tried to live a blameless life so that others would not be kept from God due to his actions and he could not be faulted in this even through the most trying of circumstances, Paul never lost sight of his goal to exalt Christ above all. In discussing the matter of his own authority, Paul drew from the Name of Jesus Christ “Whom they crucified”. Paul’s postulate concerning the spiritual weapons3 of God, were that they are mighty for pulling down strong-holds4 in a believer’s life that elevated itself against the knowledge of God5. The argument emanating from the “old man” or the “mind that is not renewed” was by its very nature an argument of ignorance about God’s cardinal principles and concepts. Paul’s memorable line in the chapter is “I use God’s mighty weapons to break down every proud6 argument against the knowledge of God”, has been employed with spectacular outcomes by Churches worldwide who are committed, faithful and earnest about serving God. ANY PERSON who wishes to walk in humility and know Christ in His Salvation, may ask our Lord Jesus, He will give you His Grace and you will be saved. 





Footnotes





1	An aspect of a minority of Corinthian potential diversionary tactics. Comparisons defeated God’s purposes and lead to an impasse. They did not want to hear the Word of God and thought that He 	thus could not hear them!  Not wanting God to see you is not as simple as closing your eyes. The Lord’s Spirit led Paul to pray using the spiritual weapons available for their victory.   


2	Paul still availed himself of Roman citizenship and protection when his life was threatened (Acts 21). Piety was not incompatible in the military although in the early Church a military career for 	Christians was generally frowned upon, there remained soldiers who gave their lives to Christ, sought the Kingdom of God and served very well.


3	Our Lord Jesus asserted the principle of Spiritual warfare when He stood before Pilate, see [John 18:36], confirming that His servants do not fight since they belonged to His Kingdom, a non-	combatant one as far as the physical world was concerned. [Matt 26:52] cast a certain shadow on the use of force whatever the circumstances may be – “Put your sword in its place, for all who 	take the sword, will perish by the sword”. The Holy Spirit Incarnation of Jesus Christ was of a virgin and contained a no-war mentality. 


4	Paul’s friend Quartus was one who had been sent out by Christ as “the seventy” and instructed by Christ to “walk in humility, be careful in conduct and very forgiving in practise”. In [Luke 10:18] 	our Lord and Saviour made an authoritative declaration for victory over the ages forever - “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven, behold I give you authority to trample on serpents 	and 	scorpions [dark deeds of bitterness] and over all the power of the enemy; nothing shall by any means harm you”. 


5	The injunctions in the New Testament were couched in military terms mainly for use against “high arguments” that exalted themselves in minds palpably flawed due to ignorance regarding 	relationship with God that was sustained in lowliness and repentance. Paul applied spiritual weapons in contractual context [meaning only Christ’s authority brings down the high 	arguments], a measure that promoted Spiritual stability. The Corinthian congregation members were “held captive” through bias, latent and blatant. In return for the believer’s faith in Jesus Christ, 	Paul saw that the victory over the mis-directed arguments – was already provided for but he still had to act.     


6	Pride – Paul advised against setting too high a price upon oneself from the point of view of the exalted Christ – a distinctive feature in God’s Word. Pride figured at the very root and essence of sin, 	see, [Isa 14:12-14] for the origin of “the craving to be as God” that infected mankind and marked him with sustained condemnation of human arrogance and insolence - detestable to the Divine 	Wisdom of God. The Prophets in particular denounced pride as a deceitful evil, even while the Law was operative but this emanated from the offerings of flawed sacrificial animals and carried 	through well into and past Ezekiel’s days. Christ’s enunciation that he was “gentle and lowly in heart” Paul used to further goad the believers to follow see, [Matt 11:29]. Paul coupled “boastful and 	insolent” in his sketch of the depraved and perverse pagan society. What does perverse mean? Actions that rejoice when others are treated miserably or experience harm or even legislating too 	narrowly, see, [Romans 1:30]. Paul preached the Gospel was very cleverly designed to exclude boasting. For Paul, to earn God’s praise meant giving up the praise of mortal man. 	 





His Glory Appears – Hillsong, CD Faith, Hope, Love, cut Number 10 from the Production 8th, © March 2009 Hillsong City Campus, [Ryan Watts-Thomas as technical director].
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Graeme and his wife Vel respect the Headship of Jesus Christ and with His Word remain steadfast in our walk with Jesus our Lord. Paul presented the doctrines of Circumcision and Baptism to the followers of Jesus the Lord, at Colossians chapter 2. He suppressed nothing material to the truth and recorded specific encouragements and rights of acquisition; he also categorised as “riches” the full assurance of understanding to the knowledge of God and described God’s wisdom and knowledge as a “treasure”1. The foundation Paul laid was firstly a play on the words “not available in the flesh” and secondly, their rejoicing, good order and steadfastness in Christ was vital to their walk with the Lord with adherence to His roots that were firm and unshakeable, and that the Church increased2 with God’s incremental blessings. Paul set the record straight regarding the traditions of the world that were “not according to Christ” and he sharply differentiated between the principles of God and the principles of the world where he warned believers of being “cheated” with “empty deceit” – a sharp contrast in comparison to the weightiness of Christ’s glory, the valuable treasure of His knowledge. The “baptism” meant that the believer was buried with Christ3 and simultaneously Christ wiped away the written4 requirement of the Law contained in ordinances against the baptisee. Paul’s prodigious review process of the disarmament of principalities and powers was strict and narrow5. Paul categorised the rules of eating, not eating, what to drink, the festivals etc as “shadows” saying that they will perish, the pertinent point being that Christ remained the substance. Paul placed in a class of their own -  false beliefs, false humility, self-imposed religion that neglected the body, worship of angels and the intrusion into things invisible - which he claimed had one purpose which was to vainly puff up the mind and afforded the participant no lasting value.  





ANY PERSON who wishes to give their life to Christ Jesus to receive Salvation which saves you, may pray in Christ’s Name and He hears you. 


Footnotes


1	A place for storing valuables, something ‘laid aside’ or ‘hidden’, where royal records are stored, a ‘treasure house’, ‘hidden treasure’. Stones, writing boards, papyrus, leather and 	parchment, ostraca, clay tablets, the roll, scrolls, codex, scripts – cuniform and linear, inscriptions, texts, documents, leading academic books, scholarship articles and communications were 	forms of retaining knowledge the world, rightly so, preserved. The  “territorial sway” each authoritative centre held regarding the considerable items and documents stored is noted however to 	place ‘treasure’ in perspective - the sheer numbers of all the books and writings in the world, are unable to match the “treasures” that God held 	which unfolded to believers of Christ. 


2	The body, nourished and knit together with joints and ligaments that received increase everytime they connected with God. 


3	Under baptismal waters [akin to Christ’s baptism] procedurally believers were associated with every aspect of Christ, the flesh buried symbolically and a heart-circumcision took place “without 	hands” that affected men and women [a confirmation God wanted both to be accountable under New Covenant of the same standard of worship and obedience], as the body and sins of the 	flesh were put off. Believers were thus also raised with Christ in resurrection. Together this caused the believer to be alive to God and dead to trespasses. [Ro 6:5; 8:2,6; 1 Cor 6:11; 10:2; 12:13; 2 	Cor 1:22; Eph 4;30; 5:26] – letters/Digests written by Paul before AD 60 to the Colossians, with reference [by him] to the doctrine of baptism.


4	The import of the “written” requirement is significant, and even more significant is the fact that Christ wiped away its written demand for punishment which He Himself took upon the Cross. The 	authority of Christ is unmistakeable here and just as crucial is the connection with the Cross – Christ died by taking on the punishment which gave relief from burdens engulfing each believer.  


5	The Cross was the trigger for a number of events. The Crucifiction of Jesus of Nazareth had not ended the “problem” for the principalities and powers; instead it introduced a problem wider in 	scope than the principalites and powers could ever have planned or imagined and who effectively had been rendered powerless against Christ’s authority to which there was no deterrant. 	 


6	The principle Hebrew word for ‘body’ was gewiyyâ, the ‘flesh’ itself, see [Gen 47:18] who believed the body was separate from the spirit, as the flesh theologically was the locality of the operation 	of sin and could therefore be plundered, embezzled or turned. Our Lord Jesus’ first Commandment was to love the Lord God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind - which was cumulative 	and integral. It was not “,,,[w]ith your body, and/or soul, and/or strength, and/or mind”. All parts of the believer confessed Christ as Lord; the Cross of Jesus and baptism, Paul related, was the only 	unique acceptable Way the indulgences of the flesh were dealt with in every Christian’s life. Confession of Christ, baptism and forgiveness by Grace had a blanket effect since the time of the 	Cross.


	





Receive our Adoration  -  Brenton Brown, Thankyou music © 2008. 





[We at CLT both pray that at this juncture our Heavenly Father in the name of Jesus Christ, would grant strength and wisdom to all leaders around the world].
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Graeme and Vel advance our observations of how Paul’s writings led the Church onto safer doctrinal ground at 2 Corinthians 6 which proved beneficial to the spiritual growth of the members. Paul dealt further with matters such as mistaken beliefs and hostilities, and regarding working with Christ’s teachings Paul, with relevant intention wisely1 related his own testimony where he had felt God’s Grace tug many times [Acts 26:14] upon his heart with mercy, forgiveness, peace and love, with the knowledge that the Lord knew all about him yet still loved him and had provided for Paul’s future under His Grace. It must be borne into account that while the Apostles in AD 55-60 did not have the convenience of a closed canon, a hard cover New Testament book to draw solace, direction and guidance from, they had both a general and specific first-hand direct touch from the Lord Jesus of Nazareth Himself, Who’s resurrection glory had the effect of amazing enlightenments - one flawless utterance from Jesus had enough power to compel a ministry; the Light of Christ’s glory had enough transparency to expel darkness from their pathway; Jesus’ revelation projected enough wisdom to save every person who ever approached God through Christ to know Him personally; Christ’s Love contained enough power to dispel fear, move mountains, hills and cast them low; His Presence had enough authority to melt every curse upon mankind, even if ‘heaven and earth were used as witnesses’ in some ancient pact it was rendered no longer valid and binding, in the face of the Omnipotent and Omniscient power of the Cross; Jesus’ blood had enough Energy and Life to render every believer complete in every good work2. Paul himself was touched by the divine Risen Christ into a ministry and at Corinthians he creatively hammered out difficulties utilising the longsuffering patient wisdom of God in enabling believers to escape the hostilities of old-habit-worldliness that fed not the spiritual soul. Paul listed events that he himself had personally endured through extremely hard work during his stewardship whilst establishing Churches where he had taught about Christ’s light and fed believers the truths about Christ’s Salvation. Paul established that during the most complex and thorny moments he remained committed to the flock3 and hoped to lead each one through personal difficulties and trials to a satisfying relationship with Christ Who’s authority and personal concern upheld each one. Paul’s letters thus are a lifeline to those who’s faith needed salvaging.  ANY PERSON who wishes to accept God’s invitation to approach Him, may pray for Salvation and Christ’s power will save you because He can hear you and personally cares for you, the Bible encourages you to find a Christian Church.





Footnotes





1	Wisdom literature generally contained instruction for various perplexities of human existence – there were rules for success, common observation, or aids to memory. The sagacious clan writings 	were empirical, practical however not theoretical. Included in the canon was the Holy Spirit’s clear direction inter alia for mankind who unfortunately has inadequate ability to untangle life’s real 	problems [Job 36:22, Isa 40:13] and there are times where wisdom is needed and can/must be used specifically - in times of persecution, God’s examination, God’s testing and for interpreting 	God’s enigmas, like Daniel who was a promoter of God’s wisdom even likening the necessity of it if one hoped to lengthen one’s kingdom. Regarding Christ’s wise proclaimation to Paul that “it is 	hard to kick against the goads” our Lord challenged Paul that it was hard to escape God’s wisdom which had evidently already commenced in Paul’s life - due to one of his friends who was part of 	the contingent of the “70” Christ sent out at around AD 26. In [Eccl 12:11] the word translated a goad as “a word of wisdom”. The resurrection of Christ was wisdom - the wisdom of God in action 	and look how many lives have been turned around since the first blush of belief. The believers’ resurrection at God’s prescribed time is the wisdom of God ‘still to be enacted’, amen, so shall it be, 	was what Christ prophesied, see [Mtt 24:36-39].  


2	General text almost certainly a function of Paul’s teachings, having the full authority of Christ Himself to help believers in whichever manner they needed - [Ps 18:28, 119:105; Lk 3:5, 12:35; 	Ac 2:21; Hebr 1:3, 12:20-21].   


3	[John 10:11] Jesus assured the flock that He was the good Shepherd Who gave His life for the sheep. Paul followed this example. Life sometimes became a little ‘conflicted’ by 	complexities with potential to overpower, however Paul was notable in the position he adopted as he remained committed to his express undertaking, objectively caring for the sheep no matter 	what life threw at him. Paul possessed knowledge that God had already pre-determined outcomes and exclusively through the zeal of His Son Jesus Christ the believers would emerge 	triumphant. The message is relevant for today – hold to Christ.





“I am Free” – by Desperation Band, from Songs of Fellowship CD, Integrity Music 2014, Christian Art Media 2014 Disc 3 song 9. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, with thanksgiving towards Christ’s work relate our faith to 2 Corinthians 5 where Paul sharply described – a) the intense inward daily struggle of the old nature within the believer’s earthly body; b) the new creation with its attaching outward Christ-centred ministry.  Paul described the flesh element of the believer’s body as a ‘tent’ an aspect being its locality for sin. Paul in particular defined his struggles with the law and Grace as ‘groaning’ [see Romans 7], ‘feeling burdened’, ‘longing to be swallowed up into eternity’ however he confirmed that regarding the tension between the two principles within the believer’s heart as “God had addressed this very arrangement” by the pre-planned work of the Trinity – provision by the Father, Salvation through the Son and comfort from the Holy Spirit, and in addition the attaching guarantee from Father in heaven that He is wholly able to perform His promises through to their purposed end1. Verse 15 is wonderfully creative and Paul in verse 17 assists the believer to connect rationally in that each brother and sister in Christ was classified as a “new creation” and with it came the obligation of reaching out to a world categorised as hostile or ‘argumentative’ towards God, an enemy of God2, severed from God’s Love and unreconciled.  It was and remains a duty upon believers to take a participatory role explaining “removal of the cause of the quarrel”, effectively grappling with the “root cause of the enmity”. Christ died to put sin away and opened wide the way for men and women to come back to God, by Jesus Himself becoming their sin “once for all” which effectively removed the barrier set up in the first place that was a demand of God’s holiness for man to be upright [lying, stealing etc is not part of mankind’s original “DNA”]. Mankind certainly appeared not particularly worried about sin,being prepared to ‘let bygones be bygones’ however God’s holiness nevertheless retained its demand until the ‘thing’ was conclusively dealt with. Christ’s sacrifice applied meant the ‘thing’ or ‘sin’ was taken away, which generated a change both from God’s side, where His anger towards sin was satisfied, and from man’s side who now became free to be the creation God originally fashioned. This is possible only through Jesus Christ’s atoning work3 which is the provision of God’s love for mankind, and reconciliation is proffered that must be received for efficacious purposes4. Paul zealously guarded the truth “Christ died for us”.5 ANY PERSON who wants to be reconciled to Christ Who took away their sins, may ask Jesus for Salvation in prayer and He will surely give Salvation to you. Speak with a Pastor to assist you.





Footnotes





1	The religious legal systems at around AD 55 understood that when a third person to a contract guaranteed something, it would be done. In the book of Job, [which mirrored the wide range of 	human experience but-for Job’s friends’ answers which God found not so much untrue but far too narrow a depiction of Himself], God proclaimed the greatness of His all-might, in fact He is so 	Great that He needs no answers at all, as we see in Job, see [Job 41:11; 42:7,8.] The ‘rûah’ of the Great Mighty God was promised after Christ’s work on the Cross and Resurrection where the 	Holy Spirit was given with a guarantee attached that Father God has never ever breached, that He would make performance. In the Lord’s Prayer believers pray ‘Thy Will be done’ the total prayer 	commanded by Jesus as proof that Mighty God prepared well ahead and His guarantees stretched Eternally outwards, see [Eph 2:7-10] .  


2	An enemy was not someone who came “a little short of being a friend”. An enemy is “in the other camp”, he or she is altogether opposed to God; and the New Testament portrays God is 	in vigorous opposition to everything that is evil – yet loving mankind very much, in fact so much so that He prepared provisions for mankind before creation of the earth.   


3	Father God is not unapproachable in His glory in Christ now, since Christ has bridged the gap on behalf of believers. 


4	Reconciliation was effected outside mankind in pre-destination. All believers aim to well please God and the New Testament believers welcomed the “reconciling ambassadorial role”. 


5	Paul classified himself as previously a zealot. The zealots in Rome AD 6 manifested zeal for the law of God, particularly when Antiochus IV tried to suppress the Hebrew faith. Christ’s work on the 	Cross that carried over to Stephen’s life had a colossal impact upon Paul, to whit the glorified Jesus’ question in Acts 26:14 implies as much. The essential importance of Christ to Paul, left him 	expressing opposition in no uncertain terms whenever the Gospel was threatened. What a turn-around! Paul also observed Temple rituals and taught with respect.





Blessed be Your Name – Matt Redman, from Songs of Fellowship CD, Integrity Music 2014, Christian Art Media 2014 Disc 3 song 3. 
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Bible Readings for Graeme & Vel Fraser - 2017. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), section 15(1)





Graeme and Vel continue to commit to Bible Readings in 2017 with the purpose of following Christ’s teachings through the New Testament.


As Christians, Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Church and the Scriptures that specifically provide for the children of Israel - “[Y]ou shall see me no more until you say blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord!”;  “[W]here once we were aliens from God’s commonwealth….but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled…in one body through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”; “Christians must be grateful and careful”  and “[W]e are awaiting the New Jerusalem that is already residing within our hearts”. (Mtt 23:39; Ro 11:20-36; Eph 2:12-22 summarised in no particular order.) The effects of the above lead Graeme and Vel as one bless our Christian fellowship families in Churches around the world who hold open the Kingdom of God to all the nations for their Salvaiton; and ANY PERSON who might wish to follow Jesus Christ as Lord, believing He was sent from our Father in heaven, Scripture states Jesus Christ will grant you Salvation; and thereafter, we urge you to visit a Pastor who is a follower of Jesus the Saviour and who is specifically trained to attend to your needs. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel briefly examine the elements of Paul’s directives to the future young leader of a Church, Timothy read at 1 Timothy 2. Paul raised two issues that identified God’s purposes for the Christian Church going forward. Firstly, the kērygmatic message led by Christ Himself through repentance [itself a gift] that transformed the conduct of the publican; and was to go out unhindered. Secondly, men and women servants of God as contemplated by Scripture adhered to a [non-exhaustive] set of guidelines that led them to live honourable rational lives for Christ. In the Old Testament (“OT”) Yahweh sent prophets, prophetesses and ordinary people inspired with His Words to deliver His [and other] people from their sins. In the New Testament (“NT”) era Christ Himself was the application of consecration for sin the principle of which led His flock. Paul provided convenient direction for believing men - to pray with hands lifted up, harbouring no doubt nor wrath, with appropriate knowledge1 regarding the One God and One Mediator between God and man – the Man Christ Jesus Who was the conduit of the accomplished Will of God. Paul gave clear policy towards a Godly format for women, taking into account two matters – i) at that time [AD 64] both Roman and Greek women, most were powerful and wealthy; ii) a distinct flavour of the Synagogue was mixed in with Christian teaching as the Church consisted of both Jewish and Christian believers and in this context Paul addressed the “silence of women”. Through the ages the Church has adopted the reasonable stance of men2 functioning as overarching authority of the Church and this has been accepted as “wise” having regard for the furtherance of the kērygmatic message. The Authority of Jesus to reverse the curse of a women’s ‘sorrow’ [Gen 3:16] was real and witnessed by many and has certainly taken place over the ages. Scriptural testimony leans in favour of a woman’s3 persistent faith and strength to effect the Gospel of Jesus Christ upon the earth. Paul was conversant with the OT account in toto and the NT citations were pertinent to - his Calling; discussions with the Apostles; witnesses’ accounts of people who had actually interacted with Jesus of Nazareth Himself – the accounts, most of which Doctor Luke had meticulously assembled and categorised in bulk. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Lord Jesus’ free gift of repentance through Salvation may ask Jesus Christ to save them and He has promised He shall give it to you.     





Footnotes





1	Mtt 1:21; Lk 19:9,10. Christian perseverance to the kērygma is a quality in the believer due exclusively to the fact that it initially is a Promise of the Holy Spirit from God. It is by His power that 	those who trust in Him are, as Peter the Apostle stated “guarded through faith for a Salvation that would be ready to be revealed at God the Father’s prescribed time”, see [1 Pe 1:5].


 2	Yahweh’s Plan for believing men and New Testament men - success with business through hard work; diligent hands; diligent desires; skill, fidelity, complete honesty, assistance financially for 	others in re work; absence of usury; peaceful; faithful with designated work; trustworthiness, musical skills; blameless with business affairs; duly calculated accurate weights and measures; 	faithful in dealing withTrusts; absence of repaying evil for evil; a man of forgiveness and repentance; indebted in love to the Church, employing wisdom; making use of climatic 	opportunity to gather abundant food; saving for investment growth; vigilance of thought to keep spare food - maintaining spiritual zeal; redeeming time by rising early to work; 	integrity; faith and 	treasuring obedience. Those around Jesus Christ were known to give up every other interest in order to serve His Cause, see [Pr 10:4; 22:29; Ro 12:8; 2 Ki 12:15; 2 Chr 	34:11; Neh 	13:13; Da 6:4; Ex 32:32;1 Cor 4:2; Heb 3:5; Dt 25:15; Pr 11:1; Ro12:17; 13:8; 2 Cor 8:21; Php 4:8]. 


3	The Scriptures inter alia held that persistence of faith was a necessary component of a believing woman’s character and provided for various aspects regarding her faith - e.g. Lydia, a woman of 	rank and means, head of the household [either never married or widow] assisted with funds and hospitality; Miriam was ambitious; Ruth embodied a constant faith; Deborah, Israel’s first 	righteous, fair and astute woman Judge; Hannah’s perseverance with prayer despite derelict irrational taunts; Mary Magdalene’s sweet persistance in serving Christ; the woman evangelist at the 	well commissioned by Jesus to the kērygmatic role; a benevolent seamstress, see [Acts 16:14-15; Ex 2:4; Ruth 1:16; Jdg 16:16; 1 Sam 1:6-11; 2 Ki 4:30; Mtt 27:56; Jn 4:29; Acts 9:36; Mk 7:26; 	Lk 18:15]. Aspects of a woman’s beauty - beautifying theTabernacle; an acting Judge; Motherly duties, meeting an emergency and saving her family; helpfulness; service to the Church; hospitality 	towards a Prophet; kindness to the poor; anointing of Christ with oil in spite of paltry hindrances; washing our Lord’s feet; fellow workers with Paul. Special distinctions of women, were of the class 	– last to leave the Cross; first at the tomb; first to proclaim the resurrection; first to witness, as Scripture directed, to the Jews; attended the first prayer meeting; first European convert. Dominant 	features of a woman’s good qualities – modesty [dictated by humility]; good deeds; decency and propriety; worship of God; standing in her own ministry under her husband’s authority [particularly 	guided by wisdom]; 	purity of an unmarried women with reverance for God; a generous woman; a woman of great means supporting the poor; kindheartedness; of noble character; a wise woman; 	a woman who feared the Lord. See citations in seriatim  [Ru 2:7; Lk 10:40;  Ex 35:25,29; Jdg 4;4; 1 Sam 2:19; Acts 9:36; Php 4:3; 2 Ki 4;10; Prov 31:20; Mtt 27:55; Mtt 27:56; Mk 14:3; Lk 7:37,38; 	Ro 16:1- 12; Jn 20:1; Mtt 28:8; Lk 2:37; Ac 1:14; 16:13,14; 1 Sam 1:15; Lk 1:25; Gen 24:65; 1 Tim 2:9, 10; 1 Pe 3:1,4; Ex 35;25; Pr 31:20; Lk 8:2,3; 21:2,3,4; Jn 12:3;  Ac 9:39-43; Pr 11:16a; Pr 		12:4a; Pr 14;1a; Pr 31:10; Pr 31:30 b, 31].    	


		 


The Cause of Christ – Kari Jobe, New Song Café © 2017
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Graeme and his wife Vel read of the beginnings of the early local Church government developed by the Apostles and addressed by Paul at 1 Timothy 3. Historically in AD 48-70 one could distinguish between two ‘governments’ in power. On the one hand, the general scope of Rome’s jurisdiction of publican states that supervised the Roman frontier of Caesars acting through deputies, prefects and procurators; and on the other hand, the hidden aspect [mystery of Godliness]1 of the Kingdom of God that Christ relayed by Salvation that was available to any person who wanted to believe. Christ the Lord set the template for obedience where He had power to save, heal from sickness, deliver from paganism2 and unhand from demonic scourges [the actual deliverance of demons to “eternal darkness” would take place at Jesus’ Father’s prescribed time]. Jesus first revealed His authority to the Jews and then to thousands upon thousands of people whom He taught truth by tokens of another order of reality, that only He had access to as the Son of God. By common witness of Grace the Disciples and Apostles testified to Father God’s redeeming activity in Christ first in Jerusalem and further, they taught across the Roman states, satellites and colonies, to every nation under heaven - not without massive impediment - however led by God to address the basic condition of Salvation – by faith in the doctrine of Jesus Christ3, see [Acts 2:5-12]. The Apostles, using the authority of Christ at the Jerusalem Council and Antioch argued and deliberated at length for a standard of Faith to be transferrred going forward to the more permanent, small local congregations that gathered together and were spread far apart in location - with the sole purpose of extending Christ’s teachings on high moral standards, excellence of stewardship and maintaining unity of the Faith. The Spirit-filled communities were simultaneously recipient of Christ’s divine Commission and implementors of the Great Commission through each independent organ of ministration. The Bishops/Elders4 formed a board of local congregational ruling leaders [Phil 1:1] however the Bible alternatively referred to these positions using a wider language - ‘those who are over you’; ‘those who have the rule over you’; ‘your leaders’.  The position of deacons5 defined all manner of assistance proffered to Church Elders, all members being God’s vessels of mercy. Paul greeted the leaders in the introduction of his Epistles and in his doxologies he issued significant concluding remarks.  Paul wrote with certainty that the offices of stewardship functioned under a “dispensation”, meaning the function would cease at Father God’s prescribed time. All believers were to adopt the role of a servant’s heart of love for God (Matt 20:26); and it was required that they continue to humbly assist people who’d had no opportunities in life - which epitomised the spes of our Lord. ANY PERSON who wishes to not be held liable for their sins and generational sins; may pray to Christ the Lord and ask Him to save you for Eternal Life.    





Footnotes


1	Hebrews 1:5 -13.The order is clear from Paul’s concluding remarks aligned with Father’s intentions and conveyed to all nations – Christ is God’s only begottenSon; God is His Father; all the 	angels of God worship Christ; the Lord alone directs His Heavenly Hosts; His Throne is eternal; He is blameless; the Lord Jesus has no fellowship with lawlessness; He is anointed with the oil of 	gladness by God in Heaven [Mtt 3:11,16,17]; He laid the foundation of the earth and heavens; Christ lives eternally; like a cloak the earth will fold according to God’s Purposes where things will 	change and all of Christ remain; the Zeal of God through Jesus Christ was Source of the Church’s function. 


2	The outworkings of which Paul addressed multiple times however here in the text he specifically mentioned prohibitions – these outworkings were not conducive to God’s Plan of Creation and 	therefore denounced, even the appearance of non-humble appetites for those aspiring to be leaders in Christ’s Church. The leaders chosen by the Apostles humbly chose God’s way and 	intentionally walked with good conscience.  	 


3	God our heavenly Father’s purpose working exclusively through His Son Jesus Christ using the Apostles as vessels of His intention to glorify Christ, see [Gen1:26].


4	The terminology derived from Hebrew, Aramaic and specifically mostly of Greek origin where specific words attached a “male” or “female” connotation in addition to the adjectives that depicted 	certain ideas. The office of Bishop was instituted by time spent in prayer to guage the Holy Spirit’s guidance for a specific person who would be a conduit for the Lord’s Presence. 	Appointment was exacted through popular election and imposition of hands and blessings pronounced over him, see [Acts 6:2-5]. 


5	The office of a Deacon derived from what Scripture revealed was a natural outcome of a meeting held to examine an internal problem caused by a language barrier between Aramaic and Greek. 	The Apostles differentiated between preaching the Gospel and distributing according to each one’s needs and maintained focus on preaching while leaving the serving of the food program to 	seven men with strict requirements for service, they were –  i) wise men; ii) filled with the Holy Spirit; iii) of decent reputation, see Acts 6:1-7. The role of Deaconess in the Church meant the 	women were under the same standard of obedience as the men and expected of the role was a note of seriousness in observing liturgical proprietaries, see Paul’s recommendation of Phoebe in 	the role at [Ro 16:1].  


 


Good, Good Father  -  Kally Heiligenthal, Bethel Church © 2015 
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer our brief interpretation of Paul’s adjuration to the young minister1 read at 1 Timothy 4. Paul’s purpose was to “send out” Timothy to the Gentiles, assigned a place in the Prophecies of the Kingdom that they might - seek the Lord; offer worship; give full effect to the scope of the Lord’s Gospel and its glorious hope to all the nations; and ultimately enhance the glory of Israel2. The Old and New Testament words for ‘foundation’ spoke of “fixed firmly, found, laid down” and Paul materially believed it wise to build on the solid foundation of a number of matters, namely – warnings about deceiving spirits whose main aim was a narrow portrayal of Who God was3; the revelation of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men; Words of faith that had Eternal power to nourish the spirit; nothing was to be refused food-wise as God has prepared for the believer all foods to be enjoyed with thanksgiving. Paul addressed the local and pastoral ministry of Timothy, based upon trust in God, that had as its object the edification of the Body of Christ. An overview of matters mentioned by Paul to Timothy – 


i) warnings of some who will fall away into confuted doctrines; ii) trusting God; iii) being a good example had good prospect; iv) paying daily attention to the spiritual gift ministered with laying on of hands4 ; v) Christian meditation5 ; vi) consecration brings progress that others will notice; vii) practical tips regarding “errant doctrines”; Paul encouraged Timothy in a full range and free expression of thanksgiving to God for Salvation. ANY PERSON who wishes to genuinely know the Lord Jesus’ Salvation and the Love and Kindness of God, may ask Lord Jesus for it  – He has access to Salvation and He can get it for you. 





Footnotes





1	The Hebrew term mešārēt and its correlates normally referred to a form of temple service and ministrations of God’s heavenly hosts as per God’s direction, at around 1010 B.C. to AD 70. Joshua 	was mešārēt to Moses and in the New Testament, the connotation exclusively related to “serving at tables”. The Apostles’ helpers were called ministers, Epaphroditus was a minister of Paul and 	further it is noted of Gentile assistance in material things; Paul called himself a minister of Christ, see [Ex 24:13; Lk 22:27; Acts 6:2; Ro 15:27; 2 Cor 6:4; 12:23; Col 1:23; Phil 2:25]. 


2	See [Isa 11:10; 49:6;  60:5-6; Mal 1:11; Jn 7:35; Acts 10:45; Ro 1:16; Gal 2:14ff]. 	 


3	Paul wrote there were very clear warnings to stay alert and cling to the honourable Gospel that others might not sway Timothy into imagining something God was not. Regarding the attributes 	of God our Loving Heavenly Father we are presented by Scripture with an exposé of generosity, kindness, mercy and Great Love. Father God provided His own sacrifice to assist mankind for 	Salvation and King David in Psalm 8, related a wide beautiful picture of Who God was, how He created the earth, mankind’s position in it all and the generous everything mankind may eat, with 	thanksgiving with regard for the attentiveness of our Lord - to the believer who has been faithful and recorded as quick to notice a genuine person’s faith, see [ Lk 5:20] which meant God was a 	personal God, who tenderly cares for every believer and the Church.


4	This was part of ancient religious ritual still carried out in the New Testament and today. Jacob blessed the sons of Joseph; Jesus our Lord similarly blessed children brought to Him; Jesus 	touched or laid hands on the sick and they were healed. The act was symbolic of spiritual blessing flowing from one person to the other, see [Gen 48:8-20; Mk 5:30; 10:16; Mk 1:41; Acts 9:12].        


5	Ecclesiastes meditation meant filling up one’s mind with God’s Word, e.g. Paul meditated on “faithful sayings” and “promises of Life”- labelled by him as “worthy of all acceptance”. Themes from 	the books of Job, Psalms and Proverbs as a point of departure might include the following – a) God is slow to anger and abounding in mercy; b) no-one is exempt from the Love of God; 


	c) God is all things honourable; d) the zeal of God proportionately has power to “go the distance”; e) God’s love and kindness is unlimited; f) God accomplishes His Will according to His Purposes; 	g) all heaven celebrates when someone comes to know Christ; h) our Lord Jesus had regard for the poor; i) the knowledge of God is possible to know due precisely to the fact that He has called 	men to it; k) God wanted believers to stay firm to the 2nd Appearance of Christ, [Ex 34:6; Ro 10:13; Mtt 15:4; Isa 55:11; Ps 111:10; Lk 15:7; Ps 113:7; Mk 12:24; Ex 14:13; Pr 10:25; Mtt 10:22]. 


6	Paul taught Timothy that the outworkings of false teachings in AD 64 embodied cyclical concepts, they basically taught an “escape from history” and they were denounced explicitly and 	tendentiously by all the Apostles. A false teacher was anyone who denied Jesus Christ was God’s Son, The Virgin Birth, His Baptism,His Crucifiction, His shed blood for the remission of sins, His 	Resurrection and continous Intercession at the right hand of God in heaven on behalf of His Church.   	 	 





The Gospel   -   Ryan Stevenson © 2017. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read of and reveal the essential position Paul the Apostle took regarding caring for various groups within the early Church as recorded at 1 Timothy 5.  Paul advised the members’ extra ordinem  for the avoidance of improper attitudes, where he counselled for a gentle tone towards seniority, and a loving practical approach towards widows. Paul further advised members to treat one another as family, which they were in Christ. Life in AD 64 did not consist of the extraneous padding of pensions, social security or life insurance and very few honourable positions for women1 existed thus when an elderly woman ‘s husband passed away she was unable to support herself. Paul called for an honest examination of groups and directed the Church into not being misled by younger widows however significantly of importance were the widows over sixty years who had suffered loss. Family relationships were important in the eyes of God and the responsibility towards the weak and helpless naturally fell upon family members’ first, where it was incumbent upon working children to render proportionate assistance, each one, to his or her own elderly parent/s. Regarding members without families, they were supported emotionally and spiritually. When necessary the early Church pooled their resources to help any disaster-ridden or poor Churches such as the Jerusalem Church; they also took care of a large number of widows, [Acts 6:1-6]. Working with adequate but limited resources the Church balanced its financial responsibility with generosity, in addition they provided an avenue of service that simultaneously matched the widow’s gifts and abilities with needs in the Church itself and it is interesting that some older widows willingly took a vow to work in return for financial support within the Church. Having regard for Church leaders, Paul was intrinsically very protective and urged for appropriate treatment as they carried double honour speaking out God’s Word. Paul called for appreciation of their work and was quick to curtail any “sniping” at them due to the nature of their spiritual work2 which taught truth regarding the Lord Jesus. It was entirely irrational to “muzzle the ox” – let those sent to preach and teach continue without hindrance, for where-ever they worked, Scripture recorded blessings all around, see [Gal 6:6]3. Paul hinted to Timothy, a leader in the Church, to take a little wine solely due to its medicinal properties4 however not as a license to heedlessness. ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ the Lord as Saviour may pray to Him; and may then further enjoy the wonderful gift of Salvation He gives.     





Footnotes


1	Christ our Lord had a crisp particular concern for outcasts, women, Samaritans and Gentiles, [Lk 7:36-50] Doctor Luke’s admiration for Paul is expressed in Acts and it is interesting to note 	that both Paul and Luke reinterpreted the significance of the ministry of Jesus the Lord in caring for the weak in society.	 


2	To distinguish between preaching and teaching – Paul wrote, to preach meant one confronted listeners with the truth of the Scriptures; while teaching meant the truth in the Scriptures was 	explained so that others might understand its meaning. Paul was trained both in preaching and in interpretation. It was not good, Paul warned, to critisize Church leaders for minor faults inter alia 	such as “failure to meet human expectations” and “personality clashes”, see [Acts 15:36-41] and in addition he wisely called for at least two or three witnesses to confirm any 	“allegations” against 	Preachers and Teachers, as they stood under a serious spiritual responsibility that required critical abilities. The self-effacing Doctor Luke with his considerable gifts of expression described the 	nature of our Lord’s work in saving the lost when He sent out the seventy disciples to preach, where He instructed them on entering a home if their peace was accepted they were to visit with the 	son of peace and his family, preach the Good News, receive hospitality as “your work entitles you to”. Preachers and teachers were to keep their focus upon Christ; develop a strong faith; be 	righteous as God already viewed them; forsake personal rights and deny themselves luxuries, see [Lk 10:1-11]. “Wipe the dust off your feet” at verse 11 was a stern warning from the Lord Himself 	to towns who rejected His truth, that judgment for them was on the way -  as only with the Life of the Spirit of Christ was a personal relationship with God and His Grace for Salvation at all 	possible. For the towns who received the Kingdom of God via Christ there were healings, blessings, favour, miracles in the context of Father God, faith, spiritual gifts and joy.    


3	The Scripture used the word “Let”- an action word of the Lord spoken over time and place that where Christ’s name was spoken and taught a guarantee that spiritual blessings from God were 	inherently invoked.  	


4	And thus taken in medicinal amounts at corresponding medicinal times. Paul and Doctor Luke travelled extensively, see [Acts] where Paul would have gleaned medicinal advice from Doctor Luke.   


		





All You Are  -  Chris Sayburn, Acoustic Shack © 2014. 





We were thinking this week about families who have gone through unfortunate circumstances. May each family be blessed and find the healing of our Lord. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in 2017, come to Christ’s Light and with joy proffer a Scriptural exposition for the night our Lord Jesus was born, in fulfillment of His Father’s Purpose. 





The Hebrew word bȇṯ leḥem, meant “house of bread” which aligned with the identification our Lord Jesus gave of Himself “I am the bread of Life” [Jn 6:33]. 


Within the City of David, in the town of Bethlehem, the precise location of our Messiah’s birth [Micah 5:2], on the night of His birth, shepherds, with an exacting calling, who supplied lambs for Temple sacrifices  were confronted by a great Light and heard hosts of the Lord’s Angels singing praises to God and announcing peace upon the earth, goodwill towards men [Luke 2:8-19]. The shepherds were fearful yet they were warmly invited by the Lord’s rejoicing Angels to greet the new born Babe Jesus and for correct identification, a sign - swaddling clothes and a manger [swaddling clothes kept the Babe Jesus warm, secure and protected His internal organs]. When the Shepherds found the Babe Jesus they bowed and worshipped Him. Scripture records that the ones who ordinarily organised the lambs for Temple sacrifice for forgiveness had greeted the future “Lamb of God - Who would take away the sins of the world”. 








Some sages, prognosticators, wise men from Parthia of high learning in Babylon who had interacted with the Israelite remnant and who, after the exile had studied the ancient manuscripts from around the world in addition to the Old Testament, for predictions of the coming Messiah’s birth, had geographically and mathematically mapped out, within the fully rational and vast universe, the vicinity of the One to be born, our Lord’s birthplace and after travelling thousands of miles had followed the bright Star that dominated the night sky and outshone all the stars together. They were led to where the King of the Jews lay and at sight of the Christ Child, they responded with deep respect and bowed to worship, proffering most costly, unique gifts and spices to Him, [1 Pe 2:4-8]. [Jesus our Lord would later become the most costly valuable sacrifice that Father God Himself provided; and spices that would be used to embalm Christ the Lord after Crucifiction Who was Resurrected to Life.] An aspect of the sages’ wisdom we found of particular interest was the fact that after studying the sun, moon and stars, they wisely sought to place their worship upon the One, the Messiah, the Creator; and not the created things of nature [ Ps 2:10,11] 








The heavenly Hosts of the Lord’s Angels sang, it appears, from the Psalms and the Prophets [as the Lord Jesus Himself had often quoted and prayed]. The songs in the Psalms depicted a prophetic, very precise Character and they centered on His career - a victor King marked by a primary concern for morality; a King Who would meet with worldly opposition; His rule would be everlasting, peaceful, prosperous, undeviating in reverence for Yahweh; He would be pre-eminent among men, a firm friend of the poor and an enemy of the oppressor; He was recipient of His Father’s everlasting Blessing; under Him the righteous would flourish and not peter out; He possessed an everlasting Name and was the object of unending thanks and worship; He was heir of David’s Covenant; He was of Melchizedek’s Priesthood; He belonged to God the Father, was devoted to Yahweh and was Son of God; He was seated at Father God’s right hand in heaven and He Himself was Divine; He would be remembered and adored forever, see inter alia [Ps 2; 18; 21; 45; 63; 72; 89; 101; 110; Isa 9;6; 57:19]. 


ANY PERSON may, if they wish, come to Christ’s Light, just pray and ask the Lord Jesus for Salvation.








It Came Upon a Midnight Clear…Jesus Came to Save the World - Christ Tomlin, [from We are Worship UK].


...Seasonal greetings to all persons and families around the world…
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Graeme and his wife Vel read Paul’s soteriology regarding matters that brought tribute and honour to the Lord Jesus of Nazareth, found at 1 Timothy 6. Paul was correct, God loved people so much that He sent His Son to save and it was up to believers to do the work on earth so that the praises of Christ might become known. The scope of God’s love reached through Paul who upheld and clearly formulated doctrinal matters such as -  the authority of Christ; the doctrine cognoscitur sociis that our Lord Jesus first cultivated with His disciples, which Paul later cultivated within his own sphere and further into Church intra-relationships; the significance of the “easy” yoke of Christ1; the master-pupil ministry of Timothy in close relationship of learning with Paul. Paul utilised every opportunity where he afforded Christ a position of full honor and his work brought glory to Christ, in gratitude for what Christ had done for Paul2.  Paul left Timothy in no doubt that an effective ministry encompassed humility and love under Jesus Christ’s Power and linked directly to their well-being was the doctrine of Christ’s risen Victory with His ongoing intercessory prayers for his Church. Paul advanced the wisdom of God by directing Timothy to preach to those who by virtue of their wealth found themselves in positions of authority3. ANY PERSON who wishes to take upon themself the yoke of Jesus Christ to learn from Him, may pray to Him and He will give you Salvation if you truly desire it.    








Footnotes





1	Being yoked to Christ’s authority was not past Paul’s teaching, who stated the “yoke” was actually a gentle invitation from Jesus Himself to learn only as one surrendered, see [Matt 11:29-30].  	Discipleship was based on a Call from Jesus Christ and involved personal allegiance freely given from the heart. Jesus was known inter alia as a Teacher who “lifts up something heavy” from 	mankind to shoulder God’s wrath for sin in exchange for Grace - and Abba Father the Lord God Almighty has honoured the arrangement ever since. Jesus of Nazareth thus appointed His 	representatives to preach love and forgiveness, cast out demons and heal the sick, where the Apostles carryied the work further, see [Mk 3:14]. 


2	Paul facilitated easy passage for Christ’s Church as the vehicle of God’s glory, significantly based upon the Oath of anointed Office that Christ and God undertook without the Law, see [Ps 	119:106; Mtt 16:16-18; 27:11; Hebr 7:20-21]. This was the first “brick” of foundation laid by Christ, that Paul most willingly yoked himself to and incidentally his most honourable work was 	accomplished via the Apostolic role. The Council and Apostles debated implications for one doctrine under Christ, to flourish grounded upon Spiritually and physically fulfilled law in Christ and 	further, the believers’ obedience from the heart broke down barriers to worship. Paul took into account, taught and applied vital Council considerations for good ethics and Christian morals [a 	critical definitive link to classic Hebrew Faith from at around 1200 B.C. to 200 B.C. now continued at around AD 48 going forward. Lord Jesus approved of this. Paul made informed decisions 	regarding 	infrastructure of the Church, remunerations for preachers, associated fees, effective-date duties, future Church duties; he facilitated support regarding the smooth transition for the 	diaspora to follow the faith of Jesus Christ with its crucial support systems. These were not to be underestimated since God also rendered approval by way of a smooth road ahead. Paul, guided 	by the Holy Ghost set up Church geographical networks [some proselytes walking 16 Roman miles per day to network] expressly with a view towards kērygmatic continuance	 and neighbourliness 	of Churches. Paul sourced a reservoir of funds that blessed the Churches in need. He prepared written facilitation for even future foundational principles, ministry and fellowship, for leadership 	and arranged Spiritual plans for childrens’ induction into the fold.   


3	The wisdom book of Ecclesiastes, in Hebrew qoheleth  meant ‘Preacher’ or ‘Speaker’ [at around 970 B.C. – 931 B.C] was written addressing the considerations continually for the poor, [Prov 3:9-	10] and it was observed the possibility for the wealthy to keep Jehovah’s ethics and moral codes. King Solomon who amassed extraordinary wealth asked for wisdom from God in knowing how to 	be fair and lead the mass of people wisely. Lord Jesus at around AD 26 advised one should have as a permanent fixture in one’s heart the wisdom of God and that the love of wealth alone was a 	material misdirection, see [Mtt 6:19-21]. At around AD 48-64 the early Church consisted of many wealthy men and women who shared their “favour from God” with those of little or no opportunity 	in life and in the modern age believing businessmen and women can fund projects where the disadvantaged are loved and taught to fend for themselves.  


	 


	  		 





Your Grace is enough – Matt Maher, Spiritandsong.com ©2003








CLT - Lebanon has always been a very special place in the Scriptures, its mountains have always been a symbol of majesty and strength; 


we pray that Lebanon, her leaders and families are blessed by God far beyond all they could ask, think or imagine!
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in context discuss the conditions surrounding Paul’s faith and his preparedness for the eventuality of his absence from the Church. He wrote his second encouraging letter [at 2 Timothy 1] and; firstly, it was recorded by Paul at 2 Timothy 4:16 that he had already attended a preliminary hearing where certain questions were posed, and secondly, historically the period was around AD 62-66 when many procedurally litigious complexities that concentrated around the city of Rome surfaced and Paul’s wait for his papers [that originally vacillated against Festus] to be heard, stretched further away as a few mammoth ‘domino-like’ events agitated in Rome1, Judea and Jerusalem [the place of God’s Election and Christ’s Presence in the Jerusalem Church]. The Emperor to whom the Superior Justice answered, was Nero2, one with fractious character and suspicious fear - a vessel of destruction - who rose to power and retaliated irrationally against the Christians3. It was in the preceding atmosphere that Paul, thinking much about Timothy’s genuine faith, moved by a deep feeling of fatherly affection, wrote and warmly encouraged Timothy concerning important matters of the faith - his gifting; the purpose of sufferings in a Christian’s life; Paul’s unique testimony that differentiated between God’s purpose for the law and the appearance of Jesus Christ4 to usher in Grace so that all nations might be saved; trusting the Lord Jesus to preserve what was committed to Him, the Master of Paul’s Judgement on that Day; taking full hold of the pattern of words that exalted the Gospel; the down payment of God’s Spirit in Timothy’s heart; the blessings of a servant of the Lord, Onesiphorus with deep perception as to Paul’s material needs.  Paul’s letter was an expression of Christian Grace and gratitude, intensely moving, lovingly familiar, personally enriching and as we read between the lines we were both aware of Paul’s vulnerability in context, notwithstanding Doctor Luke was close by his side. Paul, for God’s intents and purposes was full of unwavering hope, a purposeful and compelling faith evidenced in the language of his writings that gave effect to his persistent personal testimony of the Lord Jesus’ appearance5 with purpose to save the lost6.  ANY PERSON who wishes to accept the invitation to be “born again”, and make Jesus Christ their “daily sacrifice” of praise, may pray and ask Him; Scripture states repeatedly that a repentant heart God would never turn away. 





Footnotes





1	A Timeline is essential to understand context. The Church at Antioch led by Paul, blessed the Jerusalem Brethren with funds from Churches located all around, when drought in AD 41-54 	ravaged the land. Governor Festus died in office in AD 62 and it was highly likely Paul’s legal indictment against Festus, with jurisdiction founded, fell away. At around AD 63 Paul travelled to 	Spain and the Aegean and at around AD 64 much of Rome was destroyed by fire incited by rashes of extenuating disturbances. At around AD 66 incitement erupted in Judea where the daily 	sacrifice at the Temple, for the “Emperor’s welfare”, was summarily removed and that caused a revolt in Judea subsequently placing Palestine on a war footing. At around AD 67, Vespian, a 	nasty aggressive legati Augusti pro praetore, resisted brigands in Gallilee. At around AD 68, on approaching Jerusalem he was apprised of two events - Nero’s death and the Empire was on 	the verge of dissolution and ruin and by the end of AD 69, Vespian returned to Rome as Emperor, having left his son Titus to complete suppression of Jerusalem. 24th July AD 69 Herod’s 	fortress of Antonia was stormed and by 28th August the Romans with the strength of four legions sieged and captured what they called “instigators” in September. At around AD 70 Jerusalem was 	utterly destroyed - as predicted and wept in prophecy by Jesus of Nazareth and further gravely reasoned by Doctor Gamaliel, that the leadership would find themselves “fighting against God 	Himself”. It must be noted that in an atmosphere of “Nero-proscribed Christianity”, the prayers of Christ our High Priest at the right hand of God in heaven availed, with the slow-burning oil of 	God’s love for His Church evidenced by the majority Roman Judges in confining their demanding Court attentions to “real offences” on the Roll, who used statutory discretion and denied 	jurisdiction to anyone who brought a “vague charge” against Christians [Mtt 23:37;Ac 25:10-11;Ro 13:1-7 ].    


2	Described by Paul as “not for nothing does he bear the sword”, see [Romans 13:4].     


3	Unfortunately Nero’s superstitiones  against Christ’s followers put Nero in the position of being God’s enemy and therefore when left spiritually unprotected by Grace, the first claim on his life 	made by sumptuous evil, he succumbed to and committed suicide in AD 64 - two decades after Pontius Pilate had committed suicide.  


4	In addition to having the Godhead dwelling within, Christ embodied a class of intellectual strength and determination whose blade, like quartz, was technically sharp, resilient and sturdy, 	confident and trusting. He exhibited an unwavering, engaging, persistent, dedicated mental power that withstood the extremes of all human and demonic pressure, endured the Cross and thus 	secured for mankind the Salvation of God, was raised to life as pre-determined and showed us the Face of God’s kindness, see [Isa 50:7; Lk 22:44]  


5	“Since before time began” meant since before the creation of the earth. Scripture gives us a clue that there existed before earth’s creation and our human time, the Trinity (Gen 1:1,2,26). 


6	Nowhere in Scripture are the effects of the Fall more graphically described than by Paul, in the book of Romans. Cut adrift from God, man fell into the gross irrationality of superstition, idolatry, 	vileness, depravity and vice that gave rise to hatreds and miseries that disfigured our world and the dignity of man by the Fall. The Bible does not describe mankind as “who by a slow evolutionary 	development, succeeded in rising from the primal fear and groping ignorance of a humble origin to proud heights of religious sensitivity and insight” but truthfully portrayed mankind not as risen 	but as fallen and in the most desperate of situations. It is against this background that God’s saving love appeared, His purpose from the outset to save fallen man [Adam] and woman [Eve]. 	Jesus Himself stated to a ‘half-foreign’ woman at the spring well - “…[I]f you only knew Who was asking you to reach for the water Salvation.”  See [Jn 4:10ff; Romans 1:18ff written by Paul around 


	AD 56-57 preceding Timothy’s letters around AD 63-4].         
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Graeme and his wife Vel expound briefly upon the transliterated work of Paul in equipping Titus, the Gentile read at Titus 1. The mainly mountainous island of Crete was a center for training Roman soldiers, it was in need of strong leadership pertaining to the “common faith” of God’s truth. Paul acknowledged he had been sent to bring the opportunity to the Gentiles1 whom God had chosen, so that their hearts might also be changed. Paul stated God was Truth and the source of all truth since before time began2. It was important for each Church to have spiritual leaders and Paul himself appointed elders in various Churches [Acts 14:23], he issued a guideline for specific character qualifications each elder/Bishop should have. The lifestyle of the elder was important - he was not greedy for money, he never lied in his relationships to hurt people, he did not defame others by speaking ill of them, he was effective in preaching God’s Word. Paul had already thrashed out the issue of a circumcised heart saying in a previous letter and at the Council in Jerusalem that Christians were free to worship and love God as Christ had already fulfilled the law and it was Christ’s obedience that justified all Christians. Paul reiterated the effects of a believer who gave the resurrected Christ the glory, who upheld the divine nature of Christ, who believed in the inspiration of the Scriptures, who believed there was value in God’s sight for all works done in Christ’s Name and who respected the Oath by which Christ was appointed - these things were of the “common faith” categorised further by Paul as “all things pure”. Paul encouraged Titus to learn to differentiate between believers on the one hand, who loved and adored Christ, who prayed and worshipped God when faced with difficulties3 and rejection [who would be rewarded with eternal life]; and on the other hand, non-believing Cretans who had chosen to serve “things created” idolatry4 with all its carnalities and immoralities. 





ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to believe in the Saviour may ask Jesus the Lord for His Salvation, He shall give it to you. Ask Him for strength to stand firm.       





Footnotes





1	The term Gentile originally meant “nations” however it irrationally acquired a narrow hateful stigmatization equal in approbrium to “tax-collector” throughout the centuries but for the fact that in the 	Old Testament, the affinity of all nations is stressed in the traditions of Noah’s descendants and significantly in God’s Covenant with Abraham, his descendants being distinguished from other 	nations but not in any narrowly exclusive sense, since even among Noah’s own kind, murder had taken place and God forgotten. It was never God’s purpose that the Gentiles be depicted 	narrowly at all, on the contrary, Gentiles were expressly assigned a place in the prophecies of the kingdom, in seeking the Lord and offering worship to God and the Messiah would come to be 	their Light too where they would be greatly instrumental in taking His Salvation to the ends of the earth. Though hesitant and astonished when Cornelius was converted, the Church quickly 	accepted the equality of the Gentiles as God purposed, see [Gen 10; 12:2;  Ezr 6:21; Mtt 18:17; Isa 11:10; 42:6; 49:6; Mal 1:11; Ac 10:45; 11:18; Ro 1:16; Col 3:11; Gal 2:14ff]. 


2	See [Job 40:10b,11]. 


3	Paul had prayed previously for the Church [Ro 15], that God permitted her to be full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, admonishing one another in love. Let believers remind one another of 	the Grace of God. Let the ministry to the Gentiles be an offering, acceptable and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  Let believers glory in the glory of God and the things that pertain to Him, Let 	believers speak of Christ’s accomplishments in word and in deed and let believers be obedient to the Lord Jesus.  Let there be mighty signs and wonders by the Spirit of God for the express 	purpose of Salvation and the spreading of the Gospel of Christ and let the Gospel go unhindered to its destination and in its growth. Let there be contributions made by God’s people to assist the 	poor materially, let believers – under the guiding power of the Holy Spirit – seek the fruit of the gifts and let those who spread the Gospel walk in the fullness of blessing. Let the Church strive in 	prayer together for service rendered to God by every believer that it be acceptable and according to the Will of God. Let there be times of refreshing and let God’s peace be with all believers 	worldwide. We also pray for leaders around the world that peace may be foremost in their minds.


4	In violation of two of the Ten Commandments [Ex 20:3,4], and through reliance upon objects, not holding to the belief in the One True God.





	 


The Creed  -  Matt Crocker and Ben Fielding, Hillsong Live New York CCLI 7018338, © 2014 Hillsong Music Publishing. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel lift up the name of Jesus Christ as we learn from Paul’s guidance regarding matters of doctrine read at 2 Timothy 2. Paul advised Timothy to be strong in the Grace of God1.  Paul made the point that even in a coterminous relationship with Christ, Timothy, of necessity, should count on sufferings2 as God’s tool for the moulding of character. Paul further called for specific promptitude regarding diligence and reassured Timothy that the Father in heaven knew His own3.  Paul called Timothy to correctly divide the Word of truth4. The term “competing athlete” Paul used, as athletes had trained in Jerusalem itself5. In the interest of strong doctrinal instruction Paul placed on the record two crucial matters – i) Christ was born of the seed of David6, which secured the nexus between Father in heaven’s Old Covenant and New Covenant, and; ii) Paul re-asserted that an enormous event that fulfilled God’s greater purpose was Christ’s resurrection – which was crucial to posterity going forward. At verse 9 Paul related the Word was unchained, meaning direction was available freely to him who sought Christ and at vs 16,17 Paul warned, using peremptory language - that profanity and idle babblings will increase and broaden. The position today reveals that Christian Churches submit to the same Gospel as many years ago; Christ is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, many millions of people have given their hearts to Christ the Saviour over many centuries, their lives transformed by allegiance to His Word and Scripture assures us that believers must endure to the end. Those who once digressed and followed polytheistic physical appetites and have returned back to serve the Lord, He welcomes you with embracing arms as if you never went away.   


ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to follow Christ the Lord and inherit eternal life, may pray to be saved; the Lord Jesus hears you and the time is appropriate.  





Footnotes





1	Which at first seemed a dichotomy as God’s favour could never be earned nor gained. Christ’s sacrificial blood on the Mercy Seat secured ongoing Salvation and there was no limit to the 	number of times a believer could humbly call upon God to obtain His favour and blessing, since Christ the High Priest was Eternal, see [Nehemiah 9:28].


2	An Old Testament example showed that Job ‘believed’ and remained loyal. God called him “My servant”.  Paul was aware of the meaning of God’s personal words a priori Job’s sufferings  	and on the Lord Jesus of Nazareth Himself His Father’s approval rested “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased”. Paul shed light on the purpose of sufferings for Christians – to 	counteract counterfeit faith in the flesh, that revealed the true Christ who was no stranger to suffering, see [Job 1:8; Mtt 3:17; Ro 1:14].  


3	Paul when young, lived in the University City of Tarsus, trained as a Pharisee and was rooted in the “bnei hagolah” [the exiled people], who belonged to one of the oldest religious cultures that 	set themselves apart to worship at the altar of the monotheistic moral Yahweh ṣiḏqēnû. The duties of qeḏȏš Yiśrā’ēl were seen as divinely ordained and a provision that was unalterable. The Lord 	Jesus Christ was Incarnated 400 years after Malachi, where He stated He came to do the work of His Father in heaven. 


4	The word ‘righteousness’ was rooted in the Hebrew ṣeḏāqâ, that conveyed ‘straightness’ and was linked forensically to the word ‘justice’, hence Paul’s rational stance where he urged Timothy to 	“correctly divide the Word of truth”. Belief, hope, trust and integrity were components of faith, see [Gal 3:26].      


5	The times between the two testaments, Jerusalem became flooded with notions of human “physical feats”, a focus of polytheistic humanism evidenced by international games, dramatic 	competitions, chariot racing, horse racing and foot racing. A Gymnasium was set up at the foot of the Temple Mount, Triremes were built on a mammoth scale, whose oarsmen had to be super 	physically fit and to crown it all, Jerusalem was politically labelled a “polis”, earmarked for “deprovincialisation”. Paul, in countering the general and demeaning references, reminded the readers  	he was a “Hebrew of the Hebrews” [a true worshipper of Jehovah] and a “humble servant of Christ” and he sought Christ’s honour at every turn. He likened his obedience in the physical as 	something that must be “beaten into submission” Spiritually. And, he most certainly urged Timothy to be a good “soldier” of Jesus Christ even using the allegory of an athlete who competed within 	the rules to gain the prize - both illustrations taken from the newly evolving fitness of everyday life. Paul addressed political disputes at around AD 49 in his letter to the Galatians, where he taught 	“in Christ there is no Jew nor Greek, nor servant nor slave but that we are all one”, [Gal 3:28; Php 3:14 written AD 61].    


6	Paul’s unique linguistic treatment! ( It is no wonder he called his interpretation, “my Gospel” [dispelling counterfeit faith, the worship of the physical body as an idol and leaning on his calling]. By 	pursuing the line of thought regarding David’s seed, Paul enunciated God’s promised eternal blessings for David and his entire line, where David unified, lead Israel and destroyed God’s 	enemies battle for battle. David’s trust and integrity was founded not on the Temple but exclusively according to Yahweh ṣeḇā’ȏṯ - the sacred holy Ark of the Covenant. Scripture consolidated 	David’s line, fully realised in Christ’s Incarnation and with Authority for miracles plus His sacrificial unmatched obedience, Resurrection and Salvation. Believers were reckoned by God as His 	livingTemple, knitted together, circumcised hearts, an intertestamental eschatological congregation in Christ her Head, see [2 Samuel 7:4,5,29; Matt 1;  1 Cor 3:16; 11:3; 2 Cor 6:16; Col 1:18].       





Exceeding Joy  -  Miriam Webster, Hillsong Hope CD Bonus track, Hillsong Publishing © 2002. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read of Paul’s dénouement of matters relating to Timothy’s ministry, read at 2 Timothy 3 that was sequentially applied. Timothy had enjoyed first-hand observations as to the wide vibrant knowledge and apt spiritual guidance his close friend and beloved Teacher emitted. Paul generally sought the Church’s goodness that she be filled up with knowledge which led to the good spiritual admonishment1 of fellow believers, so that each one might walk according to the Grace of the Everlasting Father. The early Churches were quite frankly, results of the ministry2 of the Prince of Peace [first, second and third generations] which Paul, correctly so, viewed with solemnity as an offering to Christ, that was sanctified by the Counsellor Whose outworking through Christ’s blood [symbolising Authority and God’s Presence] had washed the Church clean for good works. It was within Christ’s remit that His Church flourished in the glory of God and in obedience to the kērygmatic3 Calling. Addressing Timothy’s youth4, Paul attached fullest meaning to the critical support of the Scriptures5, and he reasonably advised Timothy to employ all full-blown efforts to speak of Christ’s accomplishments and make persistent careful plans to ensure others did so with knowledge6. Paul felt a disquiet regarding the Gospel that it go out unhindered and he urged Timothy to be alert to the tricky red flags of increasing blasphemy7. Timothy was to seek the fruit of the giftings, walk in the fullest of blessings and Paul prayed that his work would be acceptable to the Lord, according to Father’s Will. Paul also prayed for times of refreshing and for Christ’s peace.


ANY PERSON may believe in Jesus the Lord of the heavens and earth. Ask for Salvation, He will give it to you so you may know Him and tell others of His Love.  


    


Footnotes





1	Every believer walks under reproof. Scripture acts as a mirror in which we view the “new self” and due to the fact that inside we want to change, Grace affords us mercy of God’s forgiveness. 


2	The Prince of Peace had talked with many people and changed many lives inter alia - a tax collector, an insane hermit, the Roman governor, a young boy, a prominent religious leader, a 	homemaker, a lawyer, a criminal, a mother, a synagogue ruler, a fisherman, a king, a widow, a Roman army captain, a group of children, a doctor, a prophet, an adulterous woman, the Jewish 	Supreme Court, a sick old woman, a rich man, a kind man, a blind poor man, Jewish political leaders, a group of women, the High Priest, an outcast with leprosy, a city official, a young girl, a 	traitor, a helpless paralysed man, an angry mob of soldiers and police, a woman from a foreign land, a doubting follower, an enemy who hated him, see chapters [Mtt 3, 4, 26; Mk 2, 5, 7, 9, 	10,12,15; Luke 7, 8, 10,17, 22; John 3, 4, 7, 8, 13; Acts 9].  


3	The Everlasting Father gave Jesus Christ authority over heaven and earth, and grounded on the authority, Jesus the Lord commanded His disciples to tell others He was Lord and had died for the 	sins of mankind, to baptise them in His Name and command them to obey Christ’s teachings. The field of the Commission was overseerd by Christ’s authority and loving assurance He chose to 	minister, eventually for the Church to the end of the age. 


4	The Mighty God had in the Old Testament anointed young men according to His Will - young David delivered Israel; a young minor prophet ‘aḇdȏn held a position as a Judge in Josiah’s court, see 	[Jgs 12:11-12; 12:13ff; Ps 89:19].


5	The word ‘Scripture’ extended to all law and its curses, all major and minor Prophetic articulations, Biblical wisdom books, Psalms, the Apostles’ letters, historic biblical writings, Christian 	testimony books, early Gospels, Christian writings, the Old Testament as groundwork for preaching, collections of authoritative sayings of the Lord Jesus in the Apostolic Church, letters of the 	Apostles read in Churches, Christian doctrinal sayings and the Christian Bible bound for recall. Paul used the word ‘Scriptures’ in preaching the Corinthians, and in ‘documents’ relating thereto, 	see [Prov 19:16; Jn 5:47, Ac 28:21; Ro 15:4; 1 Cor 15:3] 


6	Knowledge of the Lord gained from Timothy’s childhood was invaluable where his relationship with God was already forged. What once was “the God of my fathers” was further claimed as “my 	God”. Paul countenanced reading the Scriptures to learn about the various beautiful aspects of God’s mercy, tender love and providence. Following is a non-exhaustible list of subjects that 	related to – God’s creation; the purpose for sending the Son of God; how to worship God; women in Jesus’ family tree; Judges of Israel; Jesus and the Ten Commandments reduced to Two; key 	pieces of Tabernacle furniture; Priests of Israel’s history; songs in the Bible; how God used common people; Biblical foolishness; theophanies in Scripture; wisdom differentiated from knowledge 	in that wisdom was a basic attitude of life while knowledge could render one proud but also we learnt more of God, in seriatim [Ps 57:3; Jn 20:21; Ro 8:29,30; Mtt 2:11 (2); Judg 3-13; Mtt 5; Ex 	39:33-40; Nu 35, 2 Ki 22; Ex 15; Ezra 3; Ge 27, Gen 38:1-30; Josh 6:22-25; Ruth 4:13-22; 2 Sam 12:24,25; Judg 11, Lk 1:26; Prov 3:32; 15:9,10; 16:5; Gen 18:1-11; Ex 3:2; 	Dan 3:25; Prov 3, 4].  7	Scattered around the early Churches like booby-traps, were teachings of the night, impious revile for sacred matters, derisions about Christ. Paul stated blasphemy would by no means lessen.    





Great I Am – Jared Anderson Integrity Music, 2012    


Let there be mighty signs and wonders for the express purpose of spreading the Gospel to all nations who do not know Jesus the Lord. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel cast their vision to the scene of Paul’s concluding remarks to Timothy, read at 2 Timothy 4. Paul, charged1 Timothy first in the preaching of the kērygmatic message2.  After Paul’s Calling from Christ, he had firstly preached the message of Christ to his own brethren and thereafter to all Gentile nations.  Paul in the previous chapter [2 Tim 3:15,16] indicated to Timothy that his childhood teaching was significant in that the written Word of God was to be upheld in all aspects of faith, with Christ at the centre. Paul was assisted in various ways by many of his friends in Jerusalem, its surrounds and in the early Churches. The preaching encompassed more than actual statements about Christ and wise sayings. The Pastor’s duties were to convince, reprove, reprimand, insist upon and be subject to pain, defeat [not Christ’s but human defeat]3 and change; and to continue teaching. Timothy was urged for the retrieval of Paul’s personal objects4. Paul sent greetings and love to his close friends5 and mentioned beloved associates who had reached out with organised material assistance regarding Paul and requested Timothy greet them6. At Christ’s Coming, there are going to be those “who will love the appearing of Christ”.7





ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Christ’s offer of Salvation will find His arms are open to welcome you and bring you into God’s Presence.    





Footnotes





1	To task someone with a duty, or a commission, or task them with direction as in “I am placing in your care” “I am placing in your custody” “I have entrusted the matter to your possession”.  


2	The kērygmatic inclusion was proof of genuine faith, [Mtt 28:19f; Mk 16:15f; Jn 5:24; Acts 1:8; 2:11; 1 Tim 1:15; 2 Tim 1:9]. 


3	The Apostles and many believers suffered at the hands of personified evil itself - a malicious mind incited to cause material harm and it certainly seems as Scripture references the evil as an 	object to turn from or otherwise it seems if they don’t respond to Scripture’s invitation to Salvation in Christ they are not chosen. History later [1900’s] produced a most disturbing adumbration of 	such incited evil. Poenae nobis timendae sunt  -  punishment must be feared by us.


4	Parchments, inclusive sections of the Old Testament, sections of the Gospels written and important documents. Paul’s request for his coat was proof of sudden seizure. 


5	Aquilla and Priscilla enjoyed a wonderful working relationship with Paul. The dimunitive form “Prisca” was her real name and affectionate but appropriate term; it was a display of Grace, proof that 	the Holy Spirit found it pleasurable that men and women work together, a woman’s hard work would be recognised as a hallmark of genuine Christian faith.   


6	Carpus was resident at Troas [Acts 20:4], a Roman colony; Onesiphorus meant “profitable”, who had inspiringly ministered to Paul’s needs at Ephesus, at Rome [and ‘always at the right time’]. He  	fervently arranged personal service and material comfort to Paul, ministering carefully to Paul’s needs. Paul could never repay him, however in return he prayed that on ‘that Day’ he would find 	the mercy of the “Master and Judge of all”. Linus recognised the immense importance of of the Christian Church and proficiently and cleverly influenced facilitations regarding travel, personal 	comfort and courier services for Paul. The extent of travel in AD 61-62 along the imperial highways between Rome and her provinces was relatively unimpaired which meant Christians travelled 	without incidence. Linus organised a grain ship for Paul’s travels from Jerusalem to Rome; regarding Paul’s letters [on an official’s chariot or attached to other parcels of a courier agent] and 	hospitality. Scripture recorded that it was Linus who, with wholehearted zeal, had first travelled on Paul’s behalf toThessalonica to guage Timothy’s status;mentioned further by Paul with Pudens 	his wife and their child Claudia who assisted him. By the time Paul wrote his two letters toTimothy it had been five years since the Rome visit; the Church at Rome had since established and was 	of considerable proportions.Trophimus meant “nourishing” and it was he who energetically steered Paul away from troubles in Jerusalem, [Acts 21:27ff]. After the Ephesian furore [short-lived] and 	persecutions [short-lived] had settled, Paul spent until midnight talking and teaching Trophimus and a group of enthusiastic men and women who enjoyed hearing about Christ and the 	Scriptures, 	see [Ac 20:4ff]. Eubulus meant “well advised”.           


7	There will be those who will mourn greatly due to the fact that when they had a chance to believe – they shunned the opportunity. We honestly urge everyone and all nations to turn to Christ if you 	have not done so already, He is the Bread of Life and you will be saved, see [Jn 6:35].	 
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Graeme and his wife Vel adhere to the unassailable doctrine as set out by the Apostle Paul extended for Titus’ teaching for the Church, at Titus 2. Titus was one of three pastoral epistles addressed expressly to an individual, the others being 1 and 2 Timothy with the book of Philemon addressed “[t]o the Church at your house”. The tenor of Paul’s letter was to pastoral progression and he pressed specifically for “day-to-day management”; arrangements for Cretan sound patterns of doctrine1; training the younger associates as Paul had already instructed on the roles and qualifications for elders [Ti 1:5]2, taking into account the practical expression of God’s great Love for mankind and Christ’s acceptable incorruptibility. Paul sent a greeting then proceeded to list specific age groups relating to one another within actual Church relationships and effecting good conduct, good works and societal responsibilities and finally an answer for retainers who had previously suffered under the Cretan corveé system3. Titus’ calling was proof of the prophesied comity between God and mankind which Paul responded to as He had prayed for Titus, a liberated responsible son, one of the first uncircumcised baptised Gentiles. Paul held that Grace was a foundational teaching that was cast or laid down for the function of good works and the scope of development in Titus’ ongoing role pertaining to future Church elders. Paul encouraged Titus to be a good example, to train with courage and conviction as he envisaged Titus would be a great Pastor with a flourishing Church. Titus was to hold up the doctrine of Abrahamic faith and obedience of Jesus the Nazarene as essentialia for his and the elders’ growth. Titus was further entrusted by Paul with the tranche of funds for the poor at the Jerusalem Church and Titus, on returning from Corinth bearing good news that Paul’s 2nd letter to the immoral Corinthians had triggered widespread repentance which led to a further fond reference to Titus as “dependable and tactful”4.  ANY PERSON or OUTSIDER who calls upon Christ for Salvation will be delivered from sin’s power and the hidden things of shame; and adopted into Christ’s family, [Ro 8:15].   





Footnotes





1	In AD 61-	62 the Cretan culture of excesses and pride was a left-over from ancient Philistinian worship of ‘high places’, haughty pride and a shameful, callous disregard for the poor. Paul was 	alert to the association of “heights” with mankind’s lordship and pride; and he well knew the aetiological Pentateuch Will of Yahweh was to single-minded worship. The forgiven Paul knew that a 	component of pride in the sphere of human excess drew the Lord Jesus’ sternest criticisms especially since Paul had access to Gospel writings, courtesy of Doctor Luke, the testimony of Christ’s 	witnesses and enabling Spirit within Paul’s own revelationary Calling. A prominent hallmark of the New Testament believers’ conduct from AD 48 was a non-compromising dedicational, humble 	service to Jesus the Saviour and the Gospels were expressly designed to exclude all shape and form of boastfulness. Paul’s quote from an endemic poet regarding the nature of Cretan excesses 	must have presented quite a challenge for Titus who was assigned responsibility to “set things in order the things that are lacking” and undoubtedly Paul would have spoken and prayed over 	Titus, “calling the things that are not, as though they were”, see [Prov11:2; Isa 25:11; Matt 5:44; 6: 5,33; 7:5;19:30; 22:37,39; 23:26; Ro 3:27;Titus 1:5].  


2	Paul in early AD 56 had previously written concerning significant organisational matters inter alia for the Church – the fruit of gifts and talents; Christian good works; spreading the work load; 	effecting timeous and effective solutions to problems; having favourites causes division; the role of Christian women; the Christian duty to discipline - in his Corinthian letters, 1 and 2. 


3	A slavery continuum that originally emanated from the Caphtorian Philistines who manipulated the Aegean sea including Crete around 1407 B.C. and who migrated to the Middle East around 	1375 B.C. establishing themselves SW of Canaan, gradually adopting the vent of Canaanite idolatry. In AD 61-62 Paul explained to Titus that Christian homes must be known for fairly paying 	their retainers’ due wages and that set them apart as belonging to God.      


4	Paul, genuinely concerned for Titus’ safety after he delivered Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, expressed himself in the following terms - “[o]utside were conflicts, inside were fears”; and 	regarding Corinthian repentance - “[f]or if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it..” We learnt about Paul’s organisation for collection of funds to address the 	disadvantaged Jerusalem Church from his correspondence to the converts at Corinth [1 Cor 16:1-4], where he made an assumption that each believer had already set aside a proportion of their 	income week by week for 12 months, something which Paul related to the Church as holding up their promptness to give, as a Christian witness to other Churches, see [1 Cor 1:13, 16:1-4; 


	2 Cor 8:6, 16, 23].	








My Lord, what Love is this  -  Song No. 8, Classical Praise Orchestra written by Graham Kendrick, Integrity Music © 2017 
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