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Graeme and his wife Vel read Romans 16 of Paul’s associates Paul encountered, who earned their own livelihoods, whom Paul greeted with deep affection and gratitude. Andronicus and his wife Junia invited Paul to stay at their home, Paul affectionately called them ‘kinsmen’. Ampliatus, Urbanus and Stachys were spoken of with warmth as they sacrificed much to teach the Gentiles. Apelles was greeted by Paul as a ‘tried Christian’ one who was tested for his Faith in Christ; Aristobulus was a son of Herod by Mariamne and Herodias was Aristobulus’s daughter [these elite men and women made a stand to spread the message of Christ]. Narcissus was the rich ‘freedman’ [from bondage] who brought about the fall of Messalina and he and his entire household formed a Christian group that broke bread and took communion, honouring Christ. Tryphena and Tryphosa were two sisters well noted for their regular hard work performing service to God in the local Church, organised women upon whom the Holy Spirit showed favour; Rufus [meaning ‘red’]  was the son of Simon of Cyrene [Libya today and 160 miles NE Benghazi attracted much commerce and travellers]. Simon was pressed to carry our Lord’s Cross the remainder of the journey due to the lowering of Christ’s blood pressure which rendered His physical body considerably weakened. Cyrenians were present at Pentecost and Rufus was known in Rome, where Mark’s Gospel was published; Paul describes Rufus as a ‘choice Christian’, and his Mother - who had been like a Mother1 to Paul – one he remembered with much fondness. Hermas belonged to the single community/ house-church with Nereus, three associates invited Paul in honouring the Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit; Olympas was a powerful leading Christian Paul remembered for generosity and positive preparation for Paul pronouncing Christ to the elite; Lucias, a Cyrenian prophet and teacher at Antioch identified with the Antiochene Gentile Luke, while most of Paul’s associates were Jewish. Jason a Macedonian Jew - initially seized and accused before the local Magistrate/Politarch of sedition was however later discharged for want of substantial evidence - was Paul’s host at Thessalonica with Sosipater, also Macedonian; Gaius and his whole house were baptised by Paul, had church meetings in his house, enjoined Paul to stay with him on Paul’s third journey - it might be he who became first bishop of Thessalonica. Erastus, an assistant to Paul, became city treasurer in Corinth and of him it was said “Erastus laid this pavement at his own expense in appreciation of his appointment as treasurer.” Quartus ‘fourth’ Paul calls a ‘brother’ and fellow Christian was actually one of the ‘seventy’ Jesus sent out at Lk 10:1ff! Gentiles were subsequently also known as the ‘seventy nations of the world’. Philologus ‘talkative’ was a friend; Persis laboured much with Paul in the raised status Christ’s crucifiction and resurrection gave; Asynchritus ‘incomparable’ became a Christian friend in Rome sharing Christ’s lifestyle with Paul, as was Phlegon ‘zealous’ who enthusiastically welcomed the Gospel. Patrobas ‘life from father’ and Hermas were Christian fellow workers; and Timothy, “one of proven character”, “faithful as a son to a father” Paul trusted implicitly; Aquila and Priscilla, dynamic, wealthy generous faith-filled couple, good companions, travelled to Ephesus, instructed Apollos and returned to Rome where Paul addressed them in the Rome letter2. ANY PERSON who wishes to be set free and become a friend of the Lord Jesus may pray out of a pure heart and ask - He hears you.     


Footnotes


1	All Mothers are expressly blessed by Yahweh, Jesus Son of God, John, Peter, Paul and many others for the laying aside of ‘self’ to bring up a family.  Christ, Who acted upon His 


	Father’s Will on earth, inter alia healed Peter’s wife’s mother of fever – an unmistakeable sign of deliberate recognition and favour, Matt 8:15. 	Lord Jesus expressly directed John to 	look after His Mother, after the Cross – a wonderful caring touch from her Son [John 19:27]. God remembers Mothers with fondness and blesses them.


2	Paul’s Jewish associates, were “one-in-the-faith” who no longer lived for themselves but were “crucified with Christ”. They laboured with Paul broadening the scope of Christ’s 	message. Paul’s teaching was always - first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles, which meant in-Christ he accomplished the purpose for which Christ called him and continued to do 	so in the text of the Scriptures even today in the present era.	
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Graeme and his wife Vel genuinely reflect upon the truths Paul enumerated in the light of Romans 15 which assures all believers the Word was written to teach, that believers might learn, that the Gentile Church [at vs 21 and 1 Cor 10:11] that belongs to the prescribed time of the “ends of the ages” through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. The patience is God’s patience that He gives to believers, the endurance to persevere with hope is God’s endurance He gives to believers, and it is God’s hope and goodness that fills all believers. Everything pertaining to God attaches to a category of Life only Lord Jesus has access to [‘I can get it, it is nearby Me, I Am permitted to release it]. Let no man say “I have strength to endure” but rather “I glorify God Who gives me the strength to endure and fills me with hope”. The Gentile Church was formed by Christ for a purpose – to glorify God for His mercy, to gather together, to rejoice, sing praise to Him and Laud Him [speak well of Lord Jesus, especially in a world where some negative His Name] and to pray in unity. Unity, Scripture tells us happens when believers make their hearts a home for Christ, mutually put aside their individual differences and “make it happen” for the Lord Jesus Who was obedient as well [My Cross, My Obedience, My Blood for complete remission of sins]. The reason why Christ [at John 17:20,21] included those in the faith, is that He Himself through consistency and sure-footedness knew, that to be part of the genus of unity He and the Father experienced [in heaven] would take a “giving in” from His side to the Great Will and Plan of God in order for a continuation of blessing to flow not only upon Himself but also upon believers worldwide [His flock] who were prepared to put aside their idiosyncrasies and scruples for the work of the Lord Jesus. This prayer is to be prayed in the Church upon all believers who have honestly accepted Him graciously in their hearts as Lord and Saviour. Paul encourages believers to develop unity by “giving in” otherwise believers’ lives might become merely iterative [no blessing flows from a lack of unity Ps 133:1-3; Eccl 1:1ff]. As Paul says ‘adieu’ he proceeds to lay out a most remarkable enumeration of the various blessed gifts the Holy Spirit bestows inside the Church – vs 14ff which is a Scriptural prayer wonderfully revealed by the Lord to be prayed and to assist when “two, three or more are gathered in My Name”. 1


ANY PERSON who wishes to Crown Christ as their only Saviour, may pray to Him for Salvation - just believe and you will find Him, Scriptures says.      





Footnotes


1	The prayer - Let the Church be full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, admonishing one another in love. Let believers remind one another of the Grace of God. Let the ministry 	to the Gentiles be an offering, acceptable and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  Let believers glory in the glory of God and the things that pertain to Him, Let believers speak of Christ’s 	accomplishments in word and in deed and let believers be obedient to the Lord Jesus.  Let there be mighty signs and wonders by the Spirit of God for the express purpose of 	Salvation and the spreading of the Gospel of Christ and let the Gospel go unhindered to its destination and in its growth. Let there be contributions made by God’s people to assist 	the poor materially, let believers – under the guiding power of the Holy Spirit – seek the fruit of the gifts and let those who spread the Gospel walk in the fullness of blessing. Let 	the Church strive in prayer together for service rendered to God by every believer that it be acceptable and according to the Will of God. Let there be times of refreshing and let 	God’s peace be with all believers worldwide. We also pray for leaders around the world that peace may be foremost in their minds.



























































































































































Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today





Company Law


expertise for today








Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and Vel read of the extent and effects of Acts 14-15 upon the new Church in Jerusalem who believed in accordance with their faith. Jerusalem played a significant role in the early spread of Christianity and it was the place where Apostles returned to regarding important events. After healing a cripple in Lystra, Paul and his associates were faced with Jewish leadership insistence on ritualism e.g. circumcision as a qualifier to Salvation. The Jerusalem Council dealt with interposing religious elements and procedural fairness with great insight. The delegates came from Churches in Jerusalem and Antioch [to the North of Jerusalem]. The sheer numbers of Gentile converts raised urgent theological questions and it followed the Council was requested to hear both sides of the argument - the continuation of Christianity, missionary efforts and the truth of Christ’s Gospel must not be compromised1. Christ having fulfilled the law could not be compromised. Paul, a trained Pharisee, having studied all his life extensively under the Jewish law, now a Christian convert, noted that the Law was one’s teacher and guide and pointed to one’s sins in order for repentance to take place, then one could return to God and live righteously - however it was impossible Paul related, to obey the Law completely. Did the Gentiles have to abide by the laws of Moses in order to be saved?2 For the Gentiles who began to accept Jesus’ offer of Salvation by faith, the evidence of changed attitudes, clear direction for their lives and the presence of God’s Spirit in them showed them firstly that rituals were unnecessary since God had accepted them and counted them as worthy-in-Christ; their consciences sensitized and cleansed by Christ’s work. The issues could have split the conference and destroyed the Church however the Jewish and Christian members employed sound methods for resolving any conflict and thereby preserved the unity3.  Christ was the fulfillment of all the Divine revelation that preceded Him4. ANY PERSON may turn to Christ in faith for salvation, if he or she so wishes.   





Footnotes


1	The Council after deliberation upheld the convictions expressed by Paul and Barnabas, the Mosaic Code was not a prerequisite to salvation for the new Gentile converts and both 	Jew and Christian may sit and eat together without defilement. The correct procedures were followed – i) a delegation was sent to help deal with the problem 


	ii) they met with Church leaders, submitted reports and set a future date to continue the discussion, iii) Paul and Barnabas submitted a report, iv) James summarised the reports and 	made a finding with a declaration, v) all abided by the decision, vi) the Council sent a letter with delegates back to Antioch to report on the proceedings.  The Council asked Christians 	who did not make use of the traditional circumcision to abstain from idolatry and all kinds of physical immorality.  Interesting to note that James was Jesus [our Lord’s] brother and 	also the author of the book of James.


2	Paul experienced a major shift in perspective regarding salvation and one’s belief in Christ the Saviour - by taking another look at the law. He maintained Jesus’ message, that in our 	heavenly Father’s sight no-one is an ‘outsider’. ANY PERSON may participate in the Christian religion, there are no shackles, legalism nor tradition but God’s love and justice through 	Jesus’ Grace. There is no doubt the ministry of Paul was a monumental component for Christianity in that he is the greatest of the Apostles who suffered much, struggled with belief 	systems, was turned away many times yet through great fortitude brought about by the Holy Spirit, Paul, in the initial stages of the Christian religion brought with him the incredible 	Jewish ability of being able to face issues head-on and deal with them.


3	Unity is also preserved through forgiveness, a practical tenet of both the Jewish and Christian faith. Mathew 18:22 The Bible is unrelenting on this principle, one must forgive “seventy 	times seven”.  Matthew 18:23-35 counsels all believers to “keep short account” with one another; the forgiven sinner must in turn forgive others, 


	[Lk 6:37] forgive and God will forgive you. Grace is appropriated when we choose to forgive [1 Jn 1:9] He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins. Forgiveness arises from all that 	Jesus is and everything that He accomplished.


4	Yeshua, You reign on high...Your love is like no other. May God bless the children of Israel through whom God first revealed Himself to mankind, may God bless the Christian family 	and ANY PERSON who wishes to believe.
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Graeme and Vel in the new year 2016 continue to read from Acts 13 and apply a non-exhaustive exposition. Psalm 2 is a very significant prophecy that has been fulfilled by Christ as spoken by the learned Apostle Paul. The Psalm points to God’s spoken Word to the children of Israel1 who held a cherished place in the heart of the oversight at Antioch and who were like a son to the Lord, as David was like a son to Yahweh. The Psalm written by King David depicts the Father speaking of His Son the Anointed One with proof that Christ was pre-existent, plus Israel’s Anointed King David cautioned them to pay attention and obey. King David understood how much damage a determined rebellious son could effect2 , a message Paul aimed to clarify. In the Psalm, he described issues of - rebellion of the nations towards God; the coming of Christ to establish His eternal reign forever; belief in Christ3 releases the believer from all things and expressly things that could not be justified by the law of Moses; King David saw corruption via his death whereas Jesus Christ knew no corruption, ensured the promised Holy Spirit so that acts might be performed in His Name and Christ the Lord may still be approached today. Paul continued in the Grace of God where crowds of Gentiles eager to hear the message called for him to preach to them. Paul ends by speaking the prophecy of the Light of God reaching the Gentiles to all four corners of the earth -in other words, all four corners of the earth have been sanctioned by God Himself to make place to receive the message of Christ. ANY PERSON may acknowledge Christ as God’s own Son, be saved and justified, if he or she so wishes as heaven’s gates open for the nations.





Footnotes


1	The earliest Mosaic Code was written after 1225 B.C. King David wrote Psalm 2 at around 850 B.C. and other Psalms from the exile around 586 B.C. God first called the “Habiru” 	through Moses. Moses craved a purer freer oxygen of truth and Yahweh introduced His religion which Moses collected and codified for precedent [Mosaic Codes].  The principles of 	Monotheism, God as sole omnipotent actuated by ethical principles Who had a sense of the cumulative were documented and it is against this background that David confirmed the 	Messiah, God’s chosen Son invested with heavenly and earthly authority. Technically, ownership is depicted as both parties [the Father and the Son] are ad idem in verse 2 “[a]gainst the 	Lord and His anointed”, verse 4 “God Who is seated in heaven, laughs..”. Father’s position at vs 7-9 declares His decree…“[T]his is My Son…” Psalm 2 justified God’s sovereign power to 	either bless or bring a nation to its knees and the far-reaching scope reminded Paul of the message of Christ’s Grace extending to all the nations.  Believers around the world in vast 	numbers have Jesus Who opened the doors of heaven for them with Grace to forgive and called them sons and daughters of God.  


2	2 Samuel 15-18. Absalom was King David’s third son who rebelliously rose up and staked a claim for control of the throne of his dad. Through attractiveness, grand entrances, a self-	nominated heart to “justice” and friendly embraces, he stole the hearts of the people of Israel, and, urged on by misguided advisors crowned himself King at HEBRON. Absalom 	developed an army and immediately challenged his dad King David whose past military achievements were unprecedented, was a strong leader, patient in battle and possessed a 	heartfelt original repentant worship before God. King David had come to know God and realised it was to the heart that God responded not appearance nor to flatteries. King David first 	and foremost enquired of God even though his heart was deeply saddened for Absalom’s lack of repentance. King David maintained the same battle plan that had brought him countless 	successes – courage, plan the battle, use mental agility to ignore the smaller provocative battles, employ the best techniques, use the resources from wise regimental colonels and 	strategic company commandos, evaluate carefully the advice proffered and trust God for the outcome. King David knew that self-sufficiency was the enemy of victory-by-God’s-hand and 	so he chose restraint in the face of Absalom’s presumptuous and obstinate actions. King David knew his conscience was clear in that the actions of Absalom were of Absalom’s choosing 	as an adult and King David had God’s peace with him no matter the outcome for he had not endorsed usurpation. Before the battle King David praised the Lord irrespective of Absalom’s 	polemic and it was marvellously human that just before the battle with Absalom, King David in a meeting to his private commissioned officers spoke words from the heart of a concerned 	father - “For my sake, please don’t harm young Absalom”. David’s love for Absalom in earlier days must have sounded many a loving note on the musical “kinnôr” [the Hebrew word for 	‘harp’] however the victory was David’s/ King David drew up into his own military corp the senior commander from his son’s army and secured allegiance from all the military men whom 	Absalom had improperly led astray. [Incidentally, the record revealed that all three of David’s sons “broke with him” and all three later died in wholly unpeaceful circumstances; yet King 	David died peacefully buried with fullest honour and remembered as far as in the modern era. These events happened at around 850 B.C. The name ḥeḇrôn meant ‘confederacy’ and the 	location was situated 927m above the Mediterranean sea. Abraham bought the field of 	Machpelah for a family burial ground. Hebron was a major Judean administrative center in the 	reign of Hezekiah. 


3	Mtt 3:17, Mk 9:7, Luke 3:22, Hebrews 1:2 other references pointing to Jesus Christ the Son of God.
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Bible Readings for Graeme & Vel Fraser - 2016. 


The Constitution of 1996 of South Africa, the Bill of Rights enshrines our right to religious freedom at Chapter 2 section 7 (1) and (2), 9, 10,  15 & 31





Graeme and Vel continue to commit to Bible Readings in this new year 2016 with the purpose of placing Christ as the centre of their lives and thus following Christ’s teachings through the New Testament according to their faith. As Christians Graeme and Vel passionately believe in the Scriptures that specifically provide for the children of Israel - “God is able to graft Israel in again”; “all Israel will be saved according to the Father’s Covenant with Israel”; “[W]here once we were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel..but now in Christ Jesus we are reconciled Jew and Christian in one body through the Cross and through Christ we have access by one Spirit to the Father”;  “We are being built together, a holy temple for the Lord”; “Christians must be grateful and careful” (Ro 11:20-36; Eph 2:12-22 summarised in no particular order.) The effects of the above lead Graeme and Vel as one to say resoundingly “Blessed be all Jewish families around the world..”and in addition according to the Grace era Jesus Christ ushered in witnessed and confirmed by Father God in heaven and the Holy Spirit God bless all the Christian fellowship families around the world - leaving the door open should ANY PERSON wish to say they truthfully believe in Jesus Christ - may they find Him in joyful measure and we urge you to then visit a Christian Church and pray with their Minister.
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Graeme and his wife Vel examine Paul’s broad considerations for believers regarding unity in the Church at Romans 14. Firstly, it was Pilate who stated thrice that charges of sedition against Christ could not be sustained; the crucifiction on a religious basis, Christ’s awesome resurrection and Holy Spirit empowerment had impact throughout the region and Rome, from around AD 30 to AD 56; and secondly, doctor Luke’s consecutive and reliable account recorded in Acts of the origin of the Church at Rome’s members, gives insight as to precisely whom Paul was addressing, cited at 2:10 “…[v]isitors from Rome both Jews and proselytes1 speaking in our own tongues the most wonderful works of God” were factors that stimulated Rome’s [and the Imperial family] special interest in Christianity and marked the progress of the Gospel going forward.  To Paul’s knowledge there were two fluctuating developments in the Church at Rome - believers whose faith was underdeveloped; and one’s whose strength had been ‘tested’. Paul taught tolerance for those whose faith was as yet untested, saying let them alone, God will in time speak with them however the onus was on all to maintain harmony in matters of food, wine, believers’ conduct, unwholesome prejudice towards those first entering the Faith2 stating these issues, even if they were kept, were hardly worth fighting about3. Paul countenanced the Church to give no place to contempt, ugly sentiment, abhorrences, factions, pointed dispositions, exclusivities, inequitable demands for ‘perfection’, arbitrary ‘dubbings’ and mercurial controversies, for such matters belonged exclusively to the night4. Paul urged all to be singularly unfettered by wrangling idiosyncrasies and adapt instead to Christ before Whose Presence all shall on ‘that day’ bow. It was encumbent upon every believer to keep the Kingdom of God5 with peace, righteousness and harmony through the Holy Spirit, never to doubt or turn back, and follow Christ6.  ANY PERSON who wishes to be saved in Jesus Name, may pray with a genuine heart - the God of all Glory will answer you where you are.  





Footnotes


1	Hebrew word gēr – ‘resident alien not necessarily with religious affiliation’, dispersed on foreign territory ‘with civil restrictions and lesser implications of permanence’. It is 	interesting to note how a movement that began in the heart of Judaism was later recognised as a Gentile religion encompassing foreigners and all nations.	


2	For example if a brother or sister who once worshipped on the required Holy days, became a Christian, they might well know Christ saved them through faith and not by keeping the 	law, and they would indeed see themselves as ‘free’ from works, nevertheless, on feast days they might feel empty and unfaithful if they could not dedicate the day to God. Paul 	encouraged the brethren “don’t fight over the orange towels”, instead hold on to Christ and the Faith and make allowances for others who are saved yet who might still cling to ‘not 	eating meat’ or ‘eating only a category of meat’ etc, God will develop their faith – it was up to fellow believers to worship God with them, pray, eat, serve Christ with them all, keep 	speaking the wonderful works of God. [An illustration for today, from our parental days when our children first rode a bicycle with ‘fairy wheels’ on the side. We were tolerant 	then, however looked forward to the day when the ‘littler-wheels’ could be removed and the child pressed on to more mature riding.] 


3	Supra pg 31 contains the basic foundational issues pertinent to the Faith of every believer that Paul urges not to quarrel about because they were the believer’s foundation.


4	Exclusion from God’s Presence [Ro 13:12]. There has been far too much emphasis placed on these non-issues, extrapolated Paul.


5	Mk 1:15 Jesus Christ alone has access [right of entry] to the Kingdom of God. He alone is worthy to save, see [Rev 5:1-7 for God’s pre-planned purpose regarding His Kingdom]  


6	Where Scripture was silent on a matter the believer followed conscience and then prayed earnestly to God to reveal Christ’s Way.  [1 Sam 25:1ff] we see in context, the hospitality of 	the day demanded that travelers be given food to sustain them on their journey and rich Nabal could afford hospitality since David had protected Nabal’s workforce and prosperity. 	David’s time and effort spent hearing the ‘other side’ [Abigail obeyed her conscience to offer heartfelt apologies for Nabal’s rude vexations, which saved everyone much pain and 	trouble in the long run]. Matters concerning Nabal of course further developed in a different direction remote from David. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide understanding of Paul’s answers at 1 Cor 14 where the gifts of the Holy Spirit [in the Christian doctrine] had a direct nexus with the overall plan of God the Father’s provision for separation of believers from the mesmeric ties of the world once held over believers, prior to being saved. It was [and still is] Father God’s Will that none of the Lord’s disciples are lost - bar the “vessels of wrath created for destruction” e.g. Judas Iscariot, the son of perdition. God our Father, made provision for “intelligible direct communication” with Him1 and the gift was given inter alia to accomplish a short term purpose of reaching many gathered in Jerusalem from distant lands [Acts 2:4, vs 6] at one event in one fell swoop for evangelisation purposes where the disciples did not speak “meaningless ecstatic words” but distinct languages of the visitors2. The interpretative gift that accompanied the gift of tongues, edified the Church in toto. 1 Cor 13:10 stated that “only when that which is perfect has come, will the gifts be done away with” which has a parallel to that which the Lord Jesus claimed at [Mk 2:22]. Paul revealed that he himself, a Jew who had received Christ’s Salvation, spoke with tongues3 [1 Cor 14:18] although he encouraged believers to desire the gift of [intermittent] prophecy. While a prophecy in AD 55 may have been descriptionally accurate it might not by necessity have been personally directive and the Scriptures explicitly warned to test all prophecy that it contained the kerygmatic message as its central object. The characteristic of prophecy revealed a classic unity of prediction entailing a form of imperative and/or a judgment from God’s Word with a gentle encouragement from the Text of the Lord previously conflated and canonised.  Paul advised Timothy and members to not neglect the gift of prophecy given them by the laying on of hands3. Prophecy fully effected and conveyed that of which it spoke4. The Bible advised to not “stone the Lord’s prophets”5and Paul spoke regarding women’s “silence”.6  ANY PERSON who honestly wishes to know Christ’s kindness to save, may pray to Him and He will grant you Salvation.   


Footnotes


1	Mk 16:17  our Lord Jesus prophesied tongues would be a sign of those who believed. Acts 2:1-13 confirmed Christ’s prophetic words; at 10:46; 19:6 gift confirmed; 1 Thess 5:19 warned 	believers not to quench [cut short or scoff at] the work of the Holy Spirit;  vs 8 Paul used the illustration of a trumpet strategically calling the army for battle saying it ought to be a sharp 	confident signal; otherwise it  might merely raise uncertainty.  


2	The gift was at the discretion of the Holy Spirit who dispersed to whomever He willed, liberally for purposes of Salvation and in renewing minds. 


3	Paul was learned in Jewish religious law, however he understood the quality of ethical conduct [sometimes breathtaking in its dimensions] that Jesus Christ taught. Paul regarded the 	aspects of tongues as “heavenly” and “not having ordinary human characteristics”. Tongues in Jerusalem, Ephesus and Caesarea was a coveted gift, however Paul limited the use, opting 	instead to see the gift of  prophecy as more substantial, compelling and Christ’s great ethical principles had power that effected changes within the Church as it was strengthened. There 	is no Scripture that forbids the use of the gift of tongues.


4	E.g. Rev 11:17,18  a wonderful encouragement to those great and small who “fear God”, as they will be saved from destruction. 


5	The reason proffered was that one who militated against the Lord’s prophets would be found to be fighting God Himself Who would raise up more prophets for His purposes, leaving the 	one who opposed Him with an unexpiated debt to clear, one which ironically could only be forgiven through the sacrifice and forgiveness of Jesus’ Grace, using His name. 


6	It is clear that from 1 Cor 11:5 and 12-14 women were given spiritual gifts, along with the men, to pray [in the direct Will of God] and prophesy in public meetings, expressly assisting the 	body of Christ. We would be hard pressed to find that this was accomplished if women were silent. The explanation for ‘silence’ thus is a logical one. In AD 30 the issue was two-fold – 	firstly, as 	a sign of the times, to allow for smooth passage for the education of Christ’s Grace to all male and female members who were required to allow the Minister his time to preach 	which brought order to the Church; and secondly, seeing as women received [up to that point] no religious instruction, while the men received tuition, the Church was the setting for 	relevant questions which Paul indicated was best they enquired at home from their husbands who were already instructed in the faith. The Hebrew word mešārēṯ meant 	tent/temple service [Joshua was ‘minister’ to Moses] and in AD 30 a special meaning attached, that of ‘waiting at table’, ‘servants alert to watch’, ‘serving his master first’. The Minister 	was ‘Bishop of mankind’s souls’, Preacher of the Word of Life, Co-watcher with the flock until Jesus’ Return, one who exercised great care, nourishment and reassurance, one who 	soothed the flock from the storms of life, who searched for a lost member never giving up until found and it was to them the Lord gave blessings and comfort to preach and teach. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel dealing ethically and religiously in the Christian faith regarding matters of Authority at Romans ch 13 [with citations below] feel that it is appropriate at the outset to accentuate the Authority of our Triune God which the Bible says existed before the foundation of the earth, before time began, before creation of the earth. Job 40:11 relates it like this – “[W]ho has preceded Me that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine.” Everything was created to give to God glory and His glory fills the earth as He pre-planned before He laid out the heavens and earth. The Bible teaches the pillars of the earth are His, He set the earth upon them. The Triune God pre-planned with authority to make man in His image, Christ’s intervention in the history of man was pre-planned [Col 1:15], Christ being born of the flesh and with the full Godhead, Christ Who learned obedience, was firstborn before Time began. Christ’s Office and the nature of His Office was pre-planned, the crucifiction and resurrection was purposed before God laid out the earth. The titles Jesus Christ enjoyed were pre-planned and structured before the foundation of the earth, the doctrines of propitiation by blood and in the New Covenant Christ’s blood shed for remission of sins, Grace to forgive, Salvation, baptism, laying on of hands, singing praises to God, the Kingdom of God which our Lord Jesus stated “is at hand” meaning “I have access to it” were pre-purposed. The Old and New Testament Prophets as precursors to Christ, the Disciples [see the watershed of Matthew and Mark’s gospels where Peter exclaimed “You’re the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”] and further [notice the all-knowing Christ’s astonished response recognising Peter had uttered a ‘pre-planned truth’ Mtt 16:16] and Apostles as trustees and publishers of the Gospel were pre-planned and pre-purposed before the earth was created. The particular mode of communication of Christ speaking in Parables was purposed long before the earth, the Old and New Testament Prophets, Moses, Abraham, Jacob; Kings and Royal Dynasties were structured in the Triune God’s purposes while earth was yet unformed. Faith, righteousness and the frameworks that uphold Justice were all pre-planned by God to come into being at prescribed Times. The rich, God made provision for and extended guidelines as to how they might prosper even more, repentance was decided by God before He laid out the earth, the poor He set in place to test the giver [Mtt 26:11], and the believer’s faith, were all pre-planned since before Time began. Jesus Christ applauded the Centurion who recognised these specific structures God had authorised [Mtt 8:9f]. Paul entreats the believer that the earthly structures of authority in the form of governments, leadership, municipalities, police – were all designed by God Himself as His servants to keep man’s conscience clear and to assist mankind to avoid punishment from the law.  When a person uses their free choice to do evil [not obey government legislation or rules] the conscience is triggered [which Grace alone has the power to appease through Christ] however the governing authorities set up by each country’s leadership God has expressly put in place as they act as His ministers curbing wickedness. Prov 9:10 states the ‘fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’. God’s tax ministers, Paul clarifies at Rom 13: “[F]or because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing.” Mankind was purposefully given the gift of free will and it was pre-purposed that each person, rulers, Kings and Queens, husbands, wives would give full account before God the Judge [Jesus Christ] at the prescribed time God planned for judgment. Believers are to pray fervently for leadership around the globe, for Presidents, Prime Ministers, Rulers, Officials and all in authority that all might live in peace, so that everyone may be able to repent and further do good going forward, using all their efforts to bring about Peace and exalt the Name of Jesus Christ. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to avail themselves of the Kingdom of God may pray to Jesus as Lord and ask to belong to His Kingdom, He hears you. 








Footnotes


1	Gen 1:26, 49:24; Ps 18:2, 26:1, 102:25, 108:5; Pr 16:12; 1 Pet 2:6-8; Mtt 7:22, 13:55, 16:16, Mk 8:29; Lk 2:11 6:48, 11:49, 50, 23:3 24:38; John 1:1f, 19:11,22, 18:37; Ro 1:4,17;  	Eph 1:4,7;  2:8;   	1Tim 6:18,19;  Hebr 3:1,4,6, 5:7, 11:10, 13:12-14. [By no means exhaustive]. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel examine God’s Word taking care not to oversimplify nor disturb the two-fold invitation from God Paul recorded at Romans 12. Paul  reveals that God’s Life has impact upon believers lives every day. Each believer was invited by their own free will to “offer up their life as a living sacrifice, holy unto God1”. This introduced firstly, the concept of ‘hearing’ for obedience purposes what God wished believers to know about their lives and secondly, the appropriate manner God might be approached to serve2. Service offered up to God springs from a contrite heart; perfection is not required3. The Church is built upon God’s Life which raised Christ from the dead. It is this very Life the Spirit of Holiness breathes through various gifts, into the heart of the Church on the following grounds - God who became man literally died for his people, was raised again in power and glory to rule His Church forever; solely due to Christ’s resurrection believers now know the Kingdom of Heaven has intervened into earth’s history; the world is now headed for redemption not disaster; God’s mighty power creating new lives prepares the Church for the Second Coming; if Christ was raised to Life then believers know they too will be raised in due course; authority is present in every believer’s witness to the Cross, attaching fullest meaning to the regular Lord’s Supper consumed by many; believers have hope for the future; God’s power through Jesus Christ continuously enables the Church-with-power to invite others to present themselves to God as an offering.  ANY PERSON who wishes to genuinely repent of their sins and present themselves to God through Christ as an offering may pray to the Lord of Grace, Jesus Christ Who hears them.        





Footnotes


1	It is a free will ‘offering’ and the ‘sacrifice’ is that the believer includes God into his or her time schedule, life, busyness, work 24/7/365. When one presents oneself before an earthly King or 	Queen to be of service it is a well calculated, best offering. The earthly is a “type” of the spiritual. The King of Kings invites the believer, who presents himself or herself in their time 	schedule and offers God the 	best skills and talents for His service.  Just as Christ came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it, the believer has a “helper” the Spirit of holiness” Who knows 	what pleases the Father and shares with the believer how to render the best for the Lord. The Holy Spirit’s declaratory work is recorded at Romans 1:4 which states “[a]ccording to the 	Spirit of holiness…Jesus was declared to be the Son of God...by the resurrection from the dead.” The believer presenting as “holy” interprets that the skills and talents offered up to God 	are not abolished by God but rather by His Spirit are fulfilled for His good purposes. Our Lord Jesus showed great respect for the Old Testament moral and ethical law. He came not to 	abolish it but to fulfill it. He taught not as a legislator but framed much of His teachings in the imperative. Jesus set out the general character of God’s will and He dealt far more with 	people’s character and motives. Vain thoughts, selfish attitudes, private hatreds, evading blame and generalised moral blindness drew His most stinging rebukes. Regarding the most 	well reasoned arguments for ethical demands one needs look almost exclusively to the book of Proverbs. The believer is called to love like Christ loved – love those in need, be evoked by 	need not merit, look not to man for reward, see the ‘need’ not the outer garment, encourage the weak, be hospitable [the gift of hospitality is not to be underestimated – people 	open up when sharing a tasty meal], be kind, affectionate with brotherly love, continue steadfastly in prayer, associate with the humble, diligently lead, let your love be real not a 	replicate, bless your enemies and leave vengeance to the Lord. The Lord says “vengeance is at hand, I will repay”. To be “at hand” means ‘I have access to it’. The Lord has access to 	vengeance and will repay in His prescribed time. It would be untenable for mankind to seek to repay a wrong, when vengeance belongs to the Lord to do with as He sees fit. Blessing 	others might also entail praying for blessings to be upon one’s “ex” [in the normal course, including if one was ‘misunderstood’]. Bless them, and do not curse them, and not only so your 	children may continue to experience the love of both parents, but so that each one’s life may go well. Biblically this is our most reasonable service to God. It is the availability of 	supernatural moral power that makes sense of some of Jesus’ otherwise ‘impossible demands’, however the implied assurances threaded all the way through the Word of God from Adam 	to Paul, is “all who submit to God’s rule may share in His strength”.


2	Always and forever only through His Son Jesus Christ, see [Isaiah 53, Ac 1:14 2:1; 9;17ff].


3	Self-advantage, self-nomination to greatness and vanity is described in the Old Testament as a mere ‘breath’ a ‘vapour’, the worship of such consequently unprofitable, unseemly and 	tantamount to the 	worship of a non-god. The service to God on the other hand is described as profitable, valuable, with force, of worth, due to the help of the Spirit of holiness 	transforming each believer conforming to God’s Will, so that no man may boast in his own works but would seek more and more to glorify God in His majesty.
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to enumerate Paul’s discussion regarding the mercy of God, the binding nature of the Covenant which provided for obedience and the effects of a breach in that separation from God ensued. Jesus summarised succinctly the laws given to Moses had a twofold character – to promote love for the Lord and to promote love to fellow humans1. Paul studied religious law under doctor Gamaliel who was critically instrumental in steering the Jewish Council (50%) away from vexatiously persecuting the early believers. Paul, in context, at Romans 11 logically used the premise of an olive tree2, its root system, its branches, to examine and crucially discuss the special relationship God created for His Children of Israel and believers’ in Christ. The wisdom that flows from such processes we find is remarkable to say the least. Firstly, historically, olives have been cultivated for over 7,000 years and secondly, if not fussed over are able to continue growing for thousands of years more. The tree presents with a thick knarled grey bark, the foliage consists of silver grey narrow leaves fluttering along resilient long smooth branches notwithstanding the branch itself in the Noahic era was an actual olive twig a dove returned to the Ark with, held in her beak3. Agricultural grafting consisted of removing a small bud from a strong rooted olive tree and carefully inserting it into the bark of a small seedling. Sometimes even with meticulous planning fusion in toto of the varieties did not materialise, however the wild olive variety in particular was remote from the root diseases of domestic varieties that weakened immunity from concomitant disease. The reason for grafting was to consolidate two trees each with capacity to offer different characteristics, due to the fact that some trees possess very desirable fruit, while the wild olives grew with a strong root system. In season the ripe berries were removed by beating the tree with sticks or by shaking the tree unfrivolously for indeed, neither method materially resulted in any collateral damage, and the remaining olives were always left for the poor. Paul, in his allegory considers Christians being grafted into the branch of the olive tree for the bible expressly tells us “Christ is the Root of Jesse4”, the coming Messiah, the perfect King and perfect Priest5 who was born into the Jewish line and of Whom it is said “The Father’s Will prospers in His hand”. The kerygmatic claim is that through Christ alone the most desireable fruit6 may be harvested and that it is God’s uncontrovertible assertion that Israel is grafted in again and the two will be built up in the One Who is the Root of Jesse7  having access by One Spirit to the Father.  A strong root system and appetising fruit grafted together by God our loving heavenly Father, for His calling is irrevocable. ANY PERSON who is “hungry” or “thirsty” may approach Jesus Christ Who will, when you call upon His Name, answer your prayer for Salvation.   


    


Footnotes


1	Mtt 22:35-40.


2	Bethlehem, Hebron, Gilead, Lachish, Bashan, the valley of Esdraelon and the Phoenician plains grew particularly impressive groves.  Zech 4:3 emblems of fruitfulness and God’s provision.


3	Gen 8:10.


4	Cross referenced at Matt 1:6; Isa 11:1 “[A]nd there shall come forth a Rod [authority] from the stem of Jesse”;  and Isa 11:10. 


5	Jer 23:5-7 was written approx 625-586 B.C. and pertinent to Jeremiah’s list of grievances was a central tenet of indicting religious leaders of the day for forsaking God. He prophesied a 	new Branch would establish the righteousness of God in its entirety which Paul elaborates on in the chapter. 


6	Following on from Isaiah 11:1 the Word of God holds that the Branch bears fruit and at Isaiah 27:6 the fruit will fill all the world, see John 15:4 which sets out a condition every believer is 	obliged by New Covenant to follow – Christ must be at the centre of the believers’ talents, skills, learning, application in business, in lives, in worship and in dealings in the world. Luke 	6:43 points to the un-kerygmatic tree that produces no profit at all.


7	The word “Gethsemane” has a Hebrew meaning - “oil-press”. Take a moment to think on that. Gethsemane was the location where our Lord Jesus agonised, yet by obeying the Will of 	the Father He produced pure obedience.
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Graeme and his wife Vel shine God’s love on a subject Paul labored extensively for, one in which he continually implored his Hebrew brethren, in Romans 11 which was to accept by the law of faith the Saving Power of Jesus Christ in Whom according to God’s express prophecies hundreds of years before His time, the Law was wholly fulfilled. The doctrine of God’s Election1 Paul contextually secures, first to Judah’s religion where the Lord God “having no cause save for His own good pleasure” took Israel out of a state of helpless captivity into His Promises2; through to the extension of God’s Covenant in the New Testament where believers are saved from the lower love and helpless captivity of the world; where Christ “limits His intercessions” to those who draw near to God through Him, the Elect One ; the elect ones – the Church under Christ’s executive leadership; still further through to the election of Grace that gives favour and spiritual blessings where none is deserved;  finally to the eternal election of the believer who has endured.  Paul makes the statement that God will do a wonderful work with His people stating that His Promises cannot be breached. Paul considers the rational connection between Jew and Gentile with a most fascinating satisfactory display of technical-legal-religious-linguistic phrasing - “the once disobedient have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, so have the disobedient through the mercy shown the once disobedient, have obtained mercy…for God committed them all to disobedience that He might have mercy upon them all”. The Gentiles’ would now turn to bless the Children of Israel, praying earnestly for her and her people scattered around the world [and we do] and it is up to the worshipping Church to continually offer up sacrifices of praise; for it is the Church stripped of self-righteousness and clothed-in-Christ that is beneficiary of “privileged access” to God, who prays for peace that transcends human understanding3 which is heard by the Father in heaven. ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Christ the Excellent Glory’s Elect One may pray and be assured He hears.     





Footnotes


1	An Old Testament word inter alia for election is “bāḥar” which expresses the idea of “deliberately selecting someone after carefully considering the alternatives” [e.g. David 	strategically chose 5 small slingstones to unearth a substantial enemy; King David reflected on an appropriate place of refuge from Saul; a man considering a wife with whom he might 	enjoy privacy and confidentiality; a woman considering a prospective proposal; a weighing up of good over evil along one’s life-path, [ 1 Sa 17:40; Dt 23:16; Isa 7:15f; Deut 30:19f]. God’s 	delight and satisfaction in “doing Israel good” by not contravening His promises, was an act of free unmerited love. God separated the Habiru to Himself and they showed forth His praise 	to the world bearing witness to the great things He had done.Election is in God; it is not in man and God’s calling is irrevocable. Jesus Himself occupied a unique and distinctive Office and 	the peculiar delight with which Father God has in regard to His Son Christ spreads over to those who respond to Jesus’ Gospel invitation that they will be vindicated as the objects of His 	special care. No matter how high sinners aspire or how fast they run, such efforts have no cognisable meaning due to the fact that God owes mercy to none and has a right to do as He 	pleases. The critical wonder is not that He withholds mercy from any; but that He should be gracious to mankind at all. Election is God’s “fore-love”, nothing can shake God’s resolve to 	save those whom He chose for Himself and expressed affection for – the Habiru, and further to those who bear the image of Christ. If in Grace now, then in Grace forever. 


2	Jeremiah 46:28, the Prophet was known for having a distinct correlation between the emotional and spiritual experience, the frailties of the flesh in stark contention with the  energies 	of the spirit. He saw God as Creator of the heavens and the earth. The particular evil against which Jeremiah inveighed was idolatry, insisting on repentance from a people capable of 	contrition. He and Hosea prophesied a more spontaneous and perfect obedience in worship to God; the individual responsibility, an inward faith in God that denies the outward trappings 	of the law.  Isaiah 29:10-14, God anointed three people to suit His purposes – Elijah’s prophecies, Elijah investing authority in Elisha [who was from a family of means, was counsellor to 	Kings, deliverer of nations and prophetic tonsure], and further Jehu [a King] who reigned for 28 years 841-813 B.C., used materially by God for the sole purpose of stamping out “shame”, 	“guilt” and “stormy divisive contumelias” that had gained entrance through a derivative door, entrapping the Habiru.    


3	Pacis petendae causa – for the sake of making peace, the Church prays for leaders of countries around the world, for peace.  		





“Amazing Grace how sweet the sound …that saved a wretch like me….I once was blind, but now I see.”
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Graeme and his wife Vel interpret objectively [non-exhaustively] the faith-matters Paul argues to the Romans at ch 10. Paul relates the enthusiasm the Children of Israel have for the honor of God saying inter alia that Christ gives to those who trust in Him everything that they would otherwise earn by keeping the law. He quotes Moses who wrote that if a person could be perfectly good and hold out against temptation all his life, never sinning once, only then might he or she be pardoned and saved. Since it is impossible for any person  to ever be so perfect but for Christ, Paul urges his beloved Israel that Salvation comes from simply trusting in Christ which is within easy reach of of every person on the earth. It is by confessing honestly with one’s mouth that “Jesus Christ is Lord” and believing in one’s heart [a critical truth] – that God raised Christ up from the dead, that a person is saved and becomes right with God, and they will never be disappointed or thwarted. Paul then encourages the believer and the Church to tell others about Christ1 saying all who call upon the name of Christ will be saved2. Paul sends out a blessed notice that God keeps on reaching out His hands to the Children of Israel at [verse 21].


ANY PERSON who wishes to confess Christ with their mouth and believe on Him in their inner heart that God raised Christ from the dead will find they are made right with God again.     





Footnotes


1	[Act 8:28ff] Phillip saw the Treasurer reading from the Old Testament Scriptures and worshipping God and offered to explain the Scriptures to him. God later used the power structures 	of Ethiopia for His glorious purposes in extending His kingdom and in giving others a chance to make right with Him, to find their original relationship with the Father of Life again. 	The Ethiopian had come a long way to Jerusalem to worship God. Phillip showed the Ethiopian that Christ is found in the Old Testament to save. It is the Church’s responsibility and 	believer’s responsibility to eagerly go through the Scriptures with others and explain what it means to know the history of Christ past, present and going forward and to know Him 	personally, “even to others who aren’t looking for Him” [vs 20].  Believers cannot see into the hearts of others and believers cannot know beforehand what the response of one seeking 	Christ would be nor should believers trust in outward appearances however believers do have a duty to generously share their faith with others – that it is not about earning salvation 	through works but through trust; and the enormous family of believers are righteous not by their own works but by the Messiah’s Great Work on the Cross.


2	Ac 4:12 Calling  upon the Name of Christ for Salvation is not a principle the Church decided - it is the express teaching of Christ Himself. Paul taught believers are to be open-minded 	concerning many issues but regarding Salvation - the only way was through the “stumbling stone – the Son of Man”.  Christ is highly exalted due to His specific sacrifice Isa 53: 8,10, 	11, 12. Who among the people of that day realised that, with full approval of God it was for the actual sins of mankind He was empowered to be the ‘actual sacrifice’? Believers now 	prosper the Kingdom in His hands yet the Scriptures ask “to whom will God reveal His saving power?” [Isa 53:1] God’s purpose to save is contrary to humanistic pride, quite beyond 	what mankind could ever devise in his limited state as it was chosen to be revealed through a suffering Servant, humble and full of mercy. The law of faith in Christ is there to free 	believers, protect, make wise, bring joy and light.   


	





Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my Great Redeemer’s Praise…
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Graeme and his wife Vel lend support to Paul’s “regulation” to the gifts of the Holy Spirit at 1 Corinthians 13 in context of AD 55. Going through a transition from a shallow form of “love-with-conditions” to the deepest possible expression of God’s personality and closeness, was a challenge for the Corinthian believers however Paul explained that while the command to love could not be negated, limited or restricted in any form, God empowered His children everywhere into the ability to love Him and Christ, and to love their fellowman, as an ongoing process. God the Creator1 formed the earth from “chaos” and mankind out of dust, which meant that real love originated from Him see Leviticus 19:18 [1445-1444 B.C.] God taught the children of Israel according to the law of love2 to embrace ethical issues cumulatively thus bearing witness to providential design which concerned itself with love over each and every little detail of their lives3. Attributes the Scripture inter alia relates to love are – it is freely given; it is a sacrifice; its impact was so powerful that it could never fade away; it outshone mankind’s cerebral understanding and it had capacity to persevere [see Eph 3:19; Jer 31:3; Hos 14:4; Jn 3:16; Jn 13:1]. The most important aspect of the believer’s obligation to love is traced back directly to when Jesus Christ presented Himself as having risen to the Father in heaven [Jn 20:17]. At that precise time the believer’s obligation to love came into existence and there was [and still is today] a duty upon every believer to understand God’s will for their own life by aligning themself with Father’s Commandment to love. Paul specified that the Church could never exist without Christ’s love and indeed the Church’s unity issued from the “Christian steadfast love on the basis of the New Covenant”, anything else could not come even remotely close to the impressive, striking, magnificent, glorious, splendid, everlasting love of God.  Aspects of God’s love was that it was patient and kind, it did not fear relationship with mankind, it was the epi-centre of all God’s laws, God loved mankind in spite of what He knew about every believer, nothing could separate mankind from God’s love, God’s love disciplined believers, His love taught believers how to treat others and to love the untouchable, it taught believers to think not only of themselves but their fellowman and it was the basis of the believer’s self-worth, God’s love was bigger than any problem encountered, God’s love taught about Christ’s love, God’s love was communicable, impacted others, and extended its zeal to include enemies and persecutors4. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to know God’s love in Jesus Christ, may ask that His Grace save them, the Kingdom of God is opened to you, you are not excluded, but welcomed.


Footnotes


1	The subject of creation, its two basic views – the literal 24 hour period of creation; or millions of years representing a 24 hour period and billions of years to further create the world, 	we do not deal with here except to say that God created the earth in the fashion that was most pleasing to Him. In Job 40:10,11 Scripture says with clarity “Who is able to stand against 	Me? Who has preceded Me that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine.” Mankind has capacity to significantly turn from greed and commence implementation on the earth - 	for proper structures for the protection of the poor, build ecosystems, leverage biodiversity, manufacture low-carbon technologies with significant constraints in place. 


2	The difference between the two paths – i) God’s love; ii) “no love”, is that God brings increase and peace, while ii) has only disposition to destroy.  God’s laws brought peace e.g. The 	Sabbath inter alia commemorated God’s rest after the Creation which gave the Habiru joy and comfort. Legal theory extraneous to Moses’ structure classified people as property whose 	value could be assessed. However all breaches  against Mosaic law affronted God. Making restitution had to be accompanied by propitiation and expiation. The Habiru rejected “rich 	man’s law” and applied “shall pay as the Judges’ determine”. To kill a man or woman was a grievous offence against God Himself. Even the law “an eye for an eye” [over the ages 	misunderstood, due to the fact that it simple means ‘strict compensation’] was enacted for protection, out of love. The Habiru accepted Yahweh Whose wishes governed every aspect of 	their lives. The laws were organised into 613 commandments, 248 mandatory commandments and 365 prohibitions! [(] The legal material is immense. It is interesting that the 	Book of Leviticus  which organised religious and civilian life did not militate against the politics of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries B.C. 


3	The generosity and liberality inherent in God’s nature was reflected in His creation, laws and people. Women were created with vivacity, intellectual qualities and emotional power. 	Abraham, the ancestor of the race, was peace-loving, fought for his principles, was magnanimous in victory, devoted to family, hospitable to strangers, deeply human, sometimes 	afraid, always faithful. Joseph was clever, quick, perceptive, imaginative, could interpret complex plans and phenomena, could forecast economies and administer, and he treated the 	King’s people with deference as if his very own in 1225 B.C. [See Gen 13-26, 37-50; Judges 5]. The intensely original, formative, stern Judge of Israel, Moses, aired legal concepts that were 	purer, freer and originated from God’s ethical cumulative principles. Moses made God’s Law numinous. 


4	“To the blind man He is the God Who sees; to the worshipper He is the river’s eddy; to the businessman, the God Who feeds; to the widow He Who intercedes; to the Paediatrician He is 	God Who is near; to the disputants He is the Go Between; to the restless He is the God Who is meek; to one empty, He is the God of means”. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel evaluate Paul’s argument of our faith and offer our comments regarding Romans 9. Roman’s ‘theme of righteousness’ Paul treats historically where he teaches the redemption of the Bible includes God’s Sovereignty1. Without the Sovereign love of the Father ministered to us through Christ and the Holy Spirit there would be no human freedom, no hope of everlasting life2. In His long-suffering love He kept His promise to His chosen people that through the sacrificial system they would not die3.  The geographical location of Jerusalem played an important theological role where God’s election, presence, protection and glory was4, is and will be demonstrated. The hardening of heart Paul enumerated in Moses’ address to a ruler whose heart God hardened so that God might be glorified and all Israel set free; another citation pertained to ‘vessels of wrath’ that with long-suffering5 God endured in order that the riches of His glory might be revealed; regarding His chosen people of Israel before Christ, God has objectively permitted the hardening of His Chosen Children’s hearts in order for the Gentiles [through the crucified Christ] to be fully included into the faith, the “wild branch” grafted in shall too see His glory, as Stephen did [Ac 7:55 proved that any Gentile who would believe is included]; then, shall the remnant “all Israel be saved”6 and the riches of God’s glory be revealed7. ANY PERSON who wishes to enter through the appropriate gate ‘Jesus Christ’ may, if prayed, call upon Him with an earnest heart.  





Footnotes


1	Gn 49:10; Ex 7:12; Num 17:6, 24:17; Ps 23:4,  45:6; Heb 1:8. Proof evidenced from the Lord Himself of His own Sovereignty through the symbols of justice and righteousness that belong to 	Him, the King of Kings. See Esther 5:2 for a view of the King’s favour towards Queen Esther - “What do you wish, what is your request, it shall be given…”   “The Lord has made you King 	to maintain justice and righteousness” the Queen of Sheba praised the Lord for King Solomon as he was able to answer all her difficult questions and she perceived he was wise. 


2	God is all-knowing, all-powerful and has prophesied all future events, He needs consult no-one for knowledge or understanding and only He can guarantee freedom from 	regrettable decay and death. He expects mankind to obey Him [our earthly fathers’ are fashioned after God’s attributes, they expected us to obey when they said “give to the poor” and 	we did]. God holds mankind responsible for thoughts and actions for He is able to see the innermost being. Grace is revealed and mankind finds “leave to appeal” and favour with the 	Father every day through His Word, confession and love, in order that mankind may grow and be blessed and in turn might bless others of little opportunity. 


3	God alone determined what was pleasing to Him; for man to determine what the sacrifice should be would place man in a position before God – an untenable concept. Man thus 	gave to God the very thing that sustained man’s life and therefore man would not die consequentially due to sin. The actual sacrifice itself was an act of man’s involvement in 	transferring his sin and guilt onto the sacrifice. The New Covenant announcement by Christ Jesus at the Last Supper expressly introduced a new sacrificial system where full restitution 	was prepared for man to find God, once again, bringing into prominence man’s love, commitment and service offered reciprocally to God which is of great significance to God that 	He is a rewarder and finds an earnest heart ‘irresistable’.


4	One of the most persistent objections to our Lord Jesus was that he kept ‘doubtful’ company of ‘tax collectors and sinners’, all outcasts of respectable soceity and the fact that He further 	took meals with them was particularly ‘odious’ to some. Lord Jesus defended His actions saying His Father cared for those in need, no matter their social standing. Christ’s direct contact 	with Gentiles made it clear that the Father’s objectives were they were not to be regarded as inferior, instead were afforded a place alongside God’s chosen people [Jn 19:38-42]. Barriers, 	conventions, taboos and a callous neglect for those of little or no opportunityJesus sternly discountenanced. 


5	God endures with longsuffering… Jesus Christ never fails nor is He discouraged… God’s longsuffering endurance and the Godhead fully present in Christ which never fails, are critically 	and materially connected to the “shortening of days”.


6	It is of immense interest that the Wailing Wall is perpetually seen as ‘hope in God’ for in His kindness He will answer in due course the Bible assures believers. Paul states “we wait”.


7	In His Sovereignty God has appointed a time for consummation where “tarrying or waiting” will cease. This does not however affect eternity of which the believer partakes. Jesus spoke of 	a time/age whereby the law was objectively fulfilled in Him and an era of Grace [“leave to appeal”] He ushered in. There is a time when God’s purposes through Christ will have been 	decisively fulfilled and believers are encouraged to ‘keep the Presence of Christ’ in their hearts, to “know your God and do great exploits”, see Mk 13:32,33.	





 “Worship Him Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and the springs of water, fear God and give Him glory..” 
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Graeme and his wife Vel freely use Romans’ reference points continuing to Ch 8 where Paul states “There is now therefore no condemnation for them who belong to Christ”1, for God counts them as righteous “I see no sin”.  In contextual timeline - Adam’s lapse of sin plunged mankind into guilt, condemnation and death, then God gave His law, Israel obeyed, Israel later split into two kingdoms and into the dramatic scene appeared the one and only Faithful One Who is able to take away sin2 with the resultant condemnation or justification. Paul differentiated between 2 categories of man - that of carnality and depravity [Ps 81:11,12] and those belonging to Life-of-the-Spirit-in-Christ. Christ’s purposive obedience won for the heirs of God, acceptance and fellowship with God and those who are led by the Spirit of Adoption3 have received all the rights pertaining to the new Life. In the Old Testament, obedience was God’s requirements, in the New Testament obedience is God’s gift to enjoy His favour. Paul stated the children of God were partakers of liberty in that they were able to make a choice to know God and glorify Him4. Father promised that His Spirit would renew believer’s minds, He has constant watch over the believers’ hearts, Father’s Spirit makes intercession for believers, Father knows the Spirit’s mind to see those who belong to Christ transfigured from glory to glory5. The fundamental doctrine centred in the Person of Christ, the New Covenant principles of Grace and Pardon, God’s living breathing Word of Life, the Father, His Son6 and Holy Spirit assisted and assists all believers to live a life of the fruit of their faith.  ANY PERSON who wishes to receive spiritual pardon and have sin taken away, may pray to Christ, He can hear and He answers.    





Footnotes


1	Paul’s soteriology viewed retrospectively and prospectively God’s promise to propitiate and justify. The Hebrew word șāḏaq meant ‘declared righteous’ ‘acquit’ and it emanated via 	an act of the judiciary whereby Royal Judges in Israel actively implemented acquittal in their justice by showing favour and of necessity one was even publicly re-instated so that all 	might be reminded of God’s vindication.  


2	Sin is a thing and can be blotted out, cast from or put away; Paul considers ‘propitiation’ in saying believers were no longer under condemnation of sin due to the fact that sin has 	been removed by Christ. The ‘objection’ to propitiation arose largely from the idea that modern man cannot hold such an idea that God is ‘angry with sin’, yet the Old Testament 	Children of Israel had no such inhibitions. For them “God is angry with the wicked every day” [Ps 7:11]. The Bible confirms that while God is vigorously opposed to sin in every shape 	and form, yet He graciously pardons on account of Christ and He is immensely resourceful to assist His sons and daughters in Christ Jesus to live according to His precepts.


	It was God’s express objective that a consistent heart worshipped and praised Him. Christ’s obedience was and is a decisive factor in the destiny of everyone. Believers were related 	to God by the New Covenant.


3	In Roman culture the adopted person lost rights pertaining to their old family and gained full rights pertaining to their new family. In Paul’s time and including today, those who 	belong to Christ have received all the 	privileges and responsibilities that attach to Christ’s new family where they are consequentially able to address God as ‘Father’. 


4	God’s glory passed by Moses who could not look at God face to face; God’s name to Moses was “I will be as I will be” [present participle]; believers were changing from glory to 	glory; 	believers were in the [present participle] process of glorifying God as they praised and worshipped Him.  Believers are changed by the “I will be as I will be” name of God. 


5	Transfigure meant to change the aspect of. An aspect is the way one presents oneself to others’ mind or sight. At the transfiguration Christ was invested with a more elevated character 	in that [Mtt 17:1-8] His form and appearance was altered. It is the faculty of the Father, the purposive prayers of Christ and intercession of the Spirit of God that changed believers 	parri passu from glory into glory. [Purposive is linked to “service”] 


6	[Ps 109:4] …I am a man of prayer. Jesus Christ spoke as a man of prayer. He declares null and void every accusation against any believer, dismisses all allegations held against them 	[by pointing to His own blood] and makes a declaratory order “he or she is righteous” because of “My Work, My blood”. Christ prays for strength and faithfulness for believers and 	indeed He purposes for all the nations to belong to Him. He will never fail nor be discouraged. This is hope for all those who belong to Christ.





“Him, from Whom all Grace proceeds…praise the name of Christ”
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to read and apply fresh understanding to Paul’s most famous polemic regarding the deep doctrinal aspects of ‘the Law’ and ‘Grace’ in Romans 7. ‘Of the Law’ was not exclusive of faith, otherwise for those ‘of the law having the promise’, there would be uncertainty.  Paul extended the illustration to the original matrimonial contract1 with its invariable consequence of obligation. The rank of wife, a superior position, was held with the express purpose of precluding others from the union, i.e. unmarried women or even retainers of ‘lower status’ than she. The wife was bound to the husband until his passing2, whereupon the binding effects of legalities subsequently evaporated. Paul conveyed the sense of relief for believers discharged from the Law - the bond that bound is no more. Yet, the Law3 has not lost its force in even the smallest point, it is as strong and unshakeable as heaven and earth, in addition to this Christ has fulfilled every one of all its requirements with the undertaking of assisting believers to live God-centred lives. It is this  [new law of faith] that finds acceptance with God4. The righteousness of God-through-Christ must be regarded as apart from ‘works-righteousness’ pertaining to the Law. Human merit with its incessant demands for ‘perfection’ and ‘stainless genealogies’ the Bible confirms finds no acceptance before God otherwise one would find that “human selection” precludes those with little or no opportunity – an entirely untenable situation. The law of faith is therefore the only means by which believers are invited to find reliance upon Christ where it is the express purpose of God that the requirements and punishments pertaining to the ‘original agreement/law’ are considered in Christ as wholly resolved.  It was up to the Church to focus upon praising God and further to be of the best service to God5. ANY PERSON who wishes to be a friend of God, may, just call upon Christ’s Name to save.    





Footnotes


1	Early 2nd millenium BC. The ancient word ‘Covenant’ covered a variety of meanings – rites, a standing contract, faithful service, love, solidarity, friendship, one-ness, established, 	confirmed, declared. Marital Law entailed detailed stipulations and provisions both for economic provision and a happy union. One of the most wonderful bible books showcasing 	status, trust, gentleness, faith in a daughter-in-law’s Yahweh, a leader’s kindness, provision for those of little opportunity  - is the book of Ruth.    


2	Gen 24:67. God made both man and woman in His image. One is not 80% more in the image of God than the other 20%. Both man and woman reflect God’s glory equally, He is 	pleased with how He made each one [Gen 1:26], and similarly for the marital covenant He viewed them both as one. 


3	At the foot of Mount Sinai God showed His people the true function and beauty of the Law. It was designed to lead Israel into a life of practical holiness and its commands and guidelines 	were intended to direct the community to meet the needs of individuals in a loving and responsible manner. The Law was not a means to Salvation – only Jesus Christ 	enjoys the title of 	Saviour. The Law was meant to be a blueprint for living, God was meant to occupy centre-stage of the rescued Habiru’s lives. 


4	Believers acknowledge the existence of the Law and put their faith in Christ the Son of God Who obeyed it completely,Who took on the full force of all its punishments on our behalf. 


	 E.g. Mercy was written into the Law which revealed God as merciful, Who refrains from inflicting suffering. Do believer’s disregard this? Paul says no, Christ has fulfilled the Law and 	indeed, upholds it Gen 8:21,22 + 9:13; Matt 5:38-42 Jesus confirms believers are able to employ supernatural mercy in the face of spite.  


5	There is no prohibition against love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, gentleness, hope, faithfulness and self-control  because the Holy Spirit assists mankind in bearing fruit to live 	the life God desires to see. These are attributes believers must think on and pray for assistance to employ du jour. God has spoken across a prescribed time for all believers’ lives, 	Christ has already accomplished these on earth therefore He is the One to confide in and ask how one might be of utmost service to God, and should one ‘miss the mark’ it is to Him one	turns and asks forgiveness, bearing in mind He walked away from corruption and death and chose obedience to the Father, then so must the believer. Once forgiven, it is God’s express 	purpose that the believer may be of similar assistance to another; for God has restoration of all peoples of the world in mind and leaders are not exempt. Roman Governors, Generals, 	Judges, Chancellors, leading Women, Commissioners, Prefects, Viceroys, Lawyers, Centurions, Military Officers, Procurators, Magistrates, Businessmen, Financiers, and prominent 	Others led by Christian belief dispensing significant authority, protecting, appointing, administrating locally and militarily, interpreting civil laws directing what was binding and applying 	remedies to various bodies of material, announcing messages of policy, valuating and performing due diligences.  Many enjoyed a relationship with God and confessed Christ Jesus their 	Lord and Saviour.
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Graeme and his wife Vel furnish a category of narrative propounded from Paul’s portrayal of basic doctrine at Romans 1-6. Paul’s construction of justification by faith in Christ and the resultant sanctification through the Holy Spirit is masterful in its argument. Paul asserts the entire human race is surrounded by walls of universal guilt, sinful tendencies and sovereign election. The doors of divine mercy however have provided for God’s plan of salvation by which all men may escape the impending judgments of God, if they will. Undaunted, Paul relates that he is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto Salvation for everyone who believes – Jew, and then Gentile. He goes on to articulate that the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ is for all and upon all who would believe because all have sinned and all have fallen short of the glory of God.  Paul defends the gospel by illustrating that God demonstrated His love for us that while we were yet still sinners Christ died for all mankind. Paul makes the statement that man is justified by faith apart from the law and he gives Abraham as an example of one who existed solely by faith, before the law was received. Paul stresses that believers are justified by their faith and may enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  He affirms that if through Adam, sin abounded resulting in condemnation; then through the one Man Jesus Christ’s righteous act the free gift came to all men resulting in justification of life. Paul advocates that God’s free gift must not translate into a continuance of sin, instead the free gift demands an end to man’s corrupt nature and the offering to God of a life of holy service for if the believer was baptised with Christ, buried with Him and raised to life with Christ then the believer should walk in newness of life1.   


ANY PERSON who wishes to receive Salvation  may ask Jesus Christ the one Man, the Son of God through Whom Salvation is given. 








Footnotes


1	The six letters to the Rome Church were written at around AD 58-60. The Bible has played and continues to play a notable part in the history of civilization. Many languages have 	been reduced to writing with concomittant treatment of the Bible as a whole book, its central message of Salvation, that God Himself purposed through Christ the Mediator of 	the New 	Covenant is the Saviour of all His people. Calling forth from His people, God looks for a response of faith and obedience. The heirs of Salvation are, the Covenant people the Israel of 	God and the New Covenant people the Church where Christ is the Head. The authority of the Holy Scripture for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, depends not upon the 	testimony of any man, woman or Church but wholly upon God Who is truth itself, the Author and Finisher of our faith, the Man Jesus Christ.    
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Graeme and Vel submit the following analysis in continuity of 1 Cor 12, regarding the working of the Holy Spirit and would say it might be helpful to remain objective about the manner in which the Holy Spirit’s divine Omniscience had impact upon the New Testament Church’s scope of ordinary knowledge. Worshipping Father in heaven in AD 55 meant that reliance had to be placed upon each one’s Holy Spirit gifting and Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit assisted the Church towards unity and appropriate worship. The Old Testament in approx 1025 A.D. was a spiritual foundation for the nation of Israel, the historical record revealed and that God kept His promises. God’s appointed leaders, His people, prophets, priests and kings whom He actively anointed and used as a vehicle for the Spirit of the Lord. David had a powerful anointing to initiate Yahweh’s Will [not for his but for Israel’s benefit] regarding matters of the Ark of Covenant [the children of Israel kept their eyes on God and praised Him for victories], restoration of true worship, the administration of true justice, the organisation of Priests and Levites as they guided God’s “Habiru” and further as they safeguarded the singular faith of Yahweh. In order to do this, amazing creative occurrences flowing from the Spirit of God down onto the Prophets, upon David who, with total dedication and denial of self, started gathering funds, materials, planned, administrated, arranged worship that was essential for smooth and effective service to Yahweh regarding the building of the Temple. David’s son Solomon, God permitted to do the actual construction, [David had “war hands”1 Chr 28:3].





The following order and structure originated from the Creative Holy Spirit Who ushered Israel into unity, devotion and honest worship with God’s approval, [see 1 Chr 23-26] -


-	Religious affairs - Priests performing sacrificial duties, Levites significantly assisting the Priests by working as elders, deacons, custodians of ceremonies of purification, offerings and 	sacrifices, taking care of the Tabernacle in any way to assist the Priests, assistants, musicians, moving men and repairmen;


-	Administrative - supervisors, bailiffs, Judges, public administrators; 


-	Service duties - bakers of bread for The Bread of Presence, weighers for weights and measures, custodians;


-	Financial duties  - treasurers and custodians of dedicated items held within special treasury precincts of the Temple ; 


-	Artistically - musicians, singers and dancers for worship, coronations, called upon to minister to Yahweh, music for the Temple, divided into 24 groups that matched the 24 groups 	of Levites. The actual family names the record mentions, which is beautiful,since God has not forgotten - Jehoirib, Jedaiah, Harim, Se-orim, Malchijah, Mijamin, Hakkoz, Ahijah, Jeshua, 	Shecaniah, Eliashib, Jakim, Huppah, Jeshebe-ab, Bilgah, Immer, Hezir, Happizzez, Pethahiah, Jehezkel, Jachin, Gamul, Delaiah, Maaziah. 	Other groups’ family names Scripture has 	recorded however we mention particularly the musical praise groups thus far. Instruments played were cymbals, harps, small lyres, flutes, zithers, trumpets, stringed instruments, bells;  


-	Protective duties - temple guards, guards for the gates and storehouses;


-	Individual assignments - recording secretary, Chaplain to the King, private Prophet to the King, Captain of the guard, Chief officer of the treasury.


-	Worship consisted of singing praises to God; prophecy from God, some led in prayer; some gave thanks and praised God, some spoke of God, some encouraged others in song; 


-	Military - the army was divided into twelve regiments each with 24,000 troops including officers and administrative staff. Heading up the units were regimental Commanders who called 	up each unit for one month’s service per year. The loot of war was traditionally and rightfully shared among the victorious soldiers, however a most distinctive element of the soldiers’ 	dedication to Yahweh was the fact that in a framework of unity, they willingly gave up their portion of battle spoils and rendered it to the Temple, they thus denied themselves of 	war’s material benefits. The Lord honoured them for their sacrifices.





ANY PERSON who willingly denies themself may call on the Lord Jesus for His Love and Grace, His arms are welcoming, He can hear you, Hallelujah Mk2:10


“Love like fire” – Hillsong A Beautiful Exchange CD, No. 9, 2010
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Graeme and his wife Vel consider crucial factors regarding Abraham’s calling into monotheism described by Paul in his letter to the Church at Romans 4. The etymology of Ab(i)ram was “the father is exalted” which was changed to ‘Aḇrāhām’ through a parity-treaty with God to mean “father of multitude of nations”. Abraham, the first great Patriarch’s faith [Gen 11-25] counted significantly for him1. Yahweh’s promise to Abraham’s seed as “heirs of the world” came not by the law Paul states, but by Abraham’s belief in God2 - for the law was not yet recorded. Abraham came from a legal and building background which meant that contracts - marriage, retainer, heir, oral dispositions of property, were thoroughly understood as Abraham’s level of culture was high. He knew the power of purchase and agreement of community, for he was an alien and yet he owned land. Abraham knew3 God to be a deliverer, rescuer, leader, keeper of His promises.The principle of faith is prominent in the NT and logically fitted against the backdrop of Christ’s saving work e.g. when the Philippian jailer asked “Men, what must I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas without hestitation answered “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”4 Faith is given by God as a gift, a freeness, a bounty and “is from above, from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation nor turning” [James 1:17]5. Abraham is the prime example of the type of faith required for our belief in Christ. Paul explains that the believer’s identity lies in who the believer is in Christ – this is the source of all confirmation and joy. ANY PERSON who wishes to accept the gift of Salvation that Christ offers freely, may ask Him to dwell in them, as they so desire. 





Footnotes


1	Abram was born in Ur at 2166 B.C. entered  Canaan 2091 B.C . He was a respected leader of a group, formed a coalition to rescue his nephew, acted as governor and ruler of a strong 	military force, exercised justice and “did right” in God’s sight. He worshipped God alone by building altars at every place he went and came under a Supreme test with unquestioning 	obedience [Gen 22:10]. He was blessed with great wealth by God from the commodities in 2500 to 2300 B.C. Near East being horses, bows and arrows, gold, papyrus ink and iron. In 	2001 B.C. there was trading in glass and metals, the Tower of Babel was built and ethyl alchohol was used to alleviate pain. Agricultural products included grain, olive oil, wine, incense, 	spices, wool, weaving, dyeing and linen. God’s promise came to Abraham and he was also tested many times which deepened his capacity to understand the benefits and risks, the 	social implications and cultural contumelias for and against his faith; the consequential outcomes of knowing what was right and wrong in his dealings with God and man; Abraham 	understood the parity-treaties he entered into with contemporary powers because he could comprehend God’s principles of freedom of choice, truth, factual evidences and all-	encompassing authority. In Acts 7:2-4 Stephen, extra-ordinarily filled with wisdom of the Holy Spirit also emhasized Abraham’s obedience.  


2	Yahweh’s oath Covenant, promise and blessing for Abraham’s seed has seen a significant fulfillment of His Word [Is 51:2]. In NT times Abraham was revered as the ancestor of 	Israel 	[Acts 13:26] and the Apostles preached that through Christ, who was Abraham’s descendant, will all nations [Gentiles] be restored to God. 


3	Abraham rested his faith on Yahweh, in Yahweh, into Yahweh. God’s testing of Abraham with Isaac had the result of Abraham believing God even more as the test of his faith in God 	strenghened his capacity further. It is interesting that Cain’s sacrifice was tested before the actual event as God saw the person behind the offering and rejected the placation


	[Gen 4:5] – a refusal to do what pleased God or what was right or good.


4	The Hebrew word is cognate, God is normally the subject and the object is the worshipper’s sacrifice, prayers, the whole tenor of his or her life and in particular, the person and their 	belief. Abel’s sacrifice the Lord had regard for because his ‘person’ God had already accepted [Gen 4:7]. Status or worldly importance does not come near satisfying God’s standard 	however the Bible says His eye is on the honest [rich or middle-class] men and women who persist in ‘giving alms’ to people who’ve had little or no opportunity in life, [see Acts 	10:31]. 	There’s a critical consideration here “Cornelius, your prayers have been heard and your alms are remembered before God”; and  at v 38  “..[J]esus went about doing good..”.


5	Numbers 23:11 God cannot lie for He is not a man; when God speaks He makes it good. It is He – He is the giver of the gift of faith.	





“Glorious things of Thee are spoken” 
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Graeme and Vel explore Paul’s differentiation between the associated Old Testament law and the law of faith. In Romans 3 Paul expounded on the Word that shows that God gave the children of Israel the Law which demonstrated to them the true function of practical holiness that directed the community through oracles, commandments and guidelines, which met the needs of individuals in a loving and appropriate manner. The law was thus a blueprint for living however it was not a definitive method for salvation1. Paul proprio vigore explained that the law could only point to sin and show the proper course of action needed to deal with the sin which was categorised as more than mere “calamitous behaviour”. John the Baptist was the dividing line between the Old and New Testaments. With Christ came the realisation of all the Prophets’ hopes. Christ emphasized that His Kingdom fulfilled the Old Testament Law and did not cancel it2. Everyone has sinned and has not walked the way of Peace therefore all the world was guilty before God. The Cross of Jesus Paul denoted, was in public demonstration of a rational God where the righteousness of Christ was transferred to those who trusted in Him eternally3. There was enough pardon and regeneration flowing from the Cross to cover the whole world’s sins forever. It was through the law Paul stated, believers were justified by God4. What is determinative is that through Christ the law is fulfilled and God is the Justifier of believers who through faith have accepted Jesus Christ. Thus, the new law5, Paul creatively asserts, is the “law of faith” that sustains Jewish and Gentile hopes, for God is “God of the Jews and Gentiles”. Paul leaves the chapter specifying that “since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by6 faith and the un-circumcised through faith”. Thus the law is not rendered void, but that through faith it is established by the Church. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to believe in Christ through faith, may, just ask and you shall receive Salvation.   





Footnotes


1	An oracle was a communication from God given for the House of Israel’s guidance telling them two things - what God was going to do, and/or what He wanted man and woman 	to do - God’s decretive and preceptive will. The sacrifices did not entirely remove sin [Lev 17:11] the animal was only a substitute, an appeasement, not a Saviour. What is meant by 	“Do not add other laws or subtract from these” is that the Law was the Word of God and therefore complete, it is hardly up to mankind with limited wisdom and knowledge to self-	nominate themselves as editor of God’s perfect Laws? To add to the Law would make it burdensome, to subtract from it would render it incomplete. To presume to make changes to 	God’s Law assumes a position of authority over God who was Originator and one asserts that would be inadvisable to do. Jesus rebuked people for doing just that [Mtt 23:1-4].


2	Christ was not a new system. He was a culmination of the old. The same God who worked through Moses worked through Christ – although Christ had the full Godhead working in 	Him at all times. Civil Laws still cover many nations - leaders, exclusion, kings, judges, judicial systems, witnesses, law enforcement, property, inheritance etc according to God’s 	purposes. 


3	Christ declared viva voce from the Cross “It is finished” [delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God; and price paid for sin], Acts 2:23, 3:18.


4	The removal of God’s punishment for sin through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the only justification that counts for believers.


5	The law thus is not forgotten, laid aside, ignored nor reduced to nothing; the law is completely fulfilled and is called “the law of faith” in Christ. The importance of being saved by 	faith alone cannot be over-emphasized. The grand dénouement is that faith strikes a fatal blow to human pride and effort due to the fact that only God and Christ are exalted as faith 	originated from Father and Son Who own the ‘copyright’; faith ensures salvation is freely available; faith positions mankind in a place where admittedly it is impossible to live up to a 	sinless standard yet through faith one is accepted “as if holy”; faith ensures the believer’s relationship with God remains intact. [Col 2:23] shows the life of faith in Christ is a process; 	the believer has been given a new nature, however good thoughts and attitudes are not automatically realised. There are changes throughout the years where a believer’s life 	is 	significantly transformed and where according to God’s Word the believer is wholly acceptable and justified before a Just, loving and kind God. 	


6	As an example – by, regulation is made by a local authority.


7	As an example – through, introducing the thing traversed or, time passed through or, circumstances are experienced through. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel relate to God’s purposes in Romans 1&2 which is prescriptive for our faith. Paul continued with the theological debate addressing broader issues and debating significant matters. He imparted sound doctrine inter alia - of the judgment of Christ, eternal life, justification, conscience. Rome regarded the believers as “non-threatening”1. In order to address salient issues Paul initiated2 discussion regarding the elementary principle of sin’s inherent jurisdiction over mankind. No one has kept blameless, all needed redemption both from the regrettable consequences of past generational sin [intentional, unintentional and by omission] and personal sin; there was no escape in the normal course. To be a “Jew”3 , the distinction is drawn by one who was born “a Hebrew of the Hebrews”, Paul, now a ‘slave’ for the ministry of Christ who spoke of the need to obey God inwardly by conscience and not outwardly for show. Paul explained to the Church that distinctions between “Jews” and “Gentiles” are wiped away in Christ and if Christ was a Jew then so must be all believers[Gal 3:28]. Paul was aware of the Jewish leadership’s thoughts regarding Jesus for initially he was driven by the same thoughts, however when Christ met Paul face to face with His Glorious Living Radiant Sinless Presence, the entrenched law in Paul was fulfilled and gave way to the Spirit of God where instantly sin was realised, leaving Paul on his knees before the Son of God, in utter surrender to the Messiah. Paul was prayed for and therafter debated and preached singularly about the risen Christ, opening people’s minds and giving the richest insights into the Word of God. Paul reiterated the doctrine of humility to Jew and Greek simultaneously for both he stated needed remission of sin and both should adhere to the Word.  The believer’s worth was based upon Who God is4 and What Christ had done in forgiving and obliterating sin. Israel has a special place in God’s heart however a New Covenant had been ushered in which centred upon God’s Son Christ that once for all His sacrifice enabled believers to be called sons and daughters of God, blessed, as they walk in humility and faith5 as the Father in heaven purposed in Genesis 1:6. If ANY PERSON is thirsty he or she may pray to Christ; that whoever calls upon the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace and Life, may be saved. 


Footnotes


1	The Romans well understood power for at this point in history Rome ruled supreme and residing in Rome were the powerful and wealthy. However God had summoned the best 	debater of the law in the person of Paul. He knew how to address the elite, Jew and Greek and reminded them all that with God  there was no partiality. Paul ministered to their 	sense of order and applied to it the simple Gospel of Christ.


2	Acts 28:22. Paul would also have heard about the Church from Aquila and Priscilla [Acts 18] and possibly one or two of ‘the seven almoners’ who ministered with Stephen [Acts 	6:5], 	remember Paul had heard Stephen’s argument to the leadership. This was Paul’s first actual visit although the letter was written before he arrived.	 


3	Abraham was a Hebrew and thereafter the nation of Israel, descendants from Abraham were called Hebrew. The New Testament addresses “all Israelites” and to those hostile 	towards 	Jesus’ ministry the New Testament simply speaks of “the Jews”. Believers read that the Jews were God’s Chosen People and respect them as such, however Paul spoke of the true 	Jew as being the person who pleased God (Rom 2:28,29) and (Hebrews 8:13), the Old Covenant being a shadow [Hebr 10:1] of things to come. Paul explained both pleased God but 	that the Old law has been put away and Christ calls all believers, going forward, who honestly obey and worship God and Christ His Son “a chosen generation” [Peter, a Jewish-	Christian 	regarded the entire congregation of mixed assemblage as such, see 1 Peter 2:9]. 


4	[Psalm 8] God is a concerned Father over believers everywhere yet He is also Creator of a fully rational vast Universe, the canopy of heaven, the physical earth with its ground surface 	of growth and dry land, the light that rules by night in its permanence, the night skies with their luminous non-terrestrial stars who’s creation, control and numbering belong to God. 	Confessing one’s sins keeps perspective for the believer before God Who is sinless and un-touched by sin. Christ too, was sinless and unstained, while we are God’s children who 	believe, yet are confident in the face of such beauty and majesty from an amazing Creator Who is Christ’s and our Father in heaven, to stand cleansed. 	


5	Christ’s way is to have a right relationship with God, remain faithful, stay committed in relationships God honours, be tolerant towards others, avoid an irresponsible commitment 	towards God, listen to one’s conscience on a daily basis, allow mercy and kindness to outlast any other attributes classified as evil and stay away from “the rash of hatred and 	vendettas.”   
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Graeme and his wife Vel contemplate the comprehensive doctrine in our faith of the working of the Holy Spirit at 1 Cor 1- 12. The advantage Paul re-iterates is that there is only One God Who embodies three distinct Persons – that ANY PERSON who might believe is invited and empowered by the Holy Spirit into God’s large family. Implicit in the Old Testament is the proclamation and compelling teaching of the One God, however in the opening Chapter of the first book of the Pentateuch at Gen 1:26 the believer from the outset is taught to attribute the existence, persistence and co-causes of effects of all things to a threefold source [see also the prominent Prophet Isaiah’s Spirit-led words Isa 63:8-10]. Explicit in the New Testament are epochs of revelation regarding the Trinity1.  The Promise of the Holy Spirit given by our heavenly Father has as its objective the idea that the “Body of Christ” is wholly supported by the Triune God, to a position of unity, growth and extension, in full view of the public, with Christ as Head. It was generally accepted God had called and was calling all people out of darkness2, lies, murder, hatred and classes of immorality into the Light of God’s love. Father’s and Christ’s express purpose was always to encourage and strengthen Christ’s Church into appropriate worship of God and further into effectiveness of service. Paul’s associative thoughts regarding the Body of Christ emanated from an Old Testament design, except in the Apostolic era the Promised Holy Spirit, a distinct Person of the Godhead opened an era as a result of Lord Jesus’ express request that both His disciples and every believer be strengthened. The Holy Spirit was a Personality for greater change from the Old to the New reminding, teaching, encouraging, comforting the Church to adhere to Christ’s example no matter what happened around them, over them before them or after them, God in the form of the threefold Godhead was always with believers3.  In comparing the functions of the gifts Paul uses an illustration of the human body pointing to unity of each member’s role. Due to the existence of the Church’s Head, namely Jesus Christ, there was no need for any member to assume a posture over another except to Covenant obligations one of which was e.g. the assistance of many who have had little or no opportunity in life, lifting up the downcast, considering how to include the poor and unfortunate. ANY PERSON who wishes to reach out to the Lord Jesus Christ may pray to Him, Heaven is open to all who would Call upon His Name. 


Footnotes


1	The early New Testament recordals of the Trinity had important implications for the Christian Faith. At the annunciation, the agency of the Trinity disclosed to Mary the threefold 	persons of the Trinity making specific mention of their distinct Persons - the Holy Spirit, the Most High and the Son of God [Lk 1:35].  At Jesus’ baptism, the Son was baptised, the 	Father confirmed the procedure and the Holy Spirit afforded Jesus Himself, authority. The teaching of Jesus at [Jn 14:16-26] places emphasis upon the Father, Counsellor and Jesus 	Christ – “[I] will pray to the Father and He will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever”. Paul had been prayed for by Cornelius and received the Gift of the Holy Spirit.


2	The Church of AD 55 confuted false teaching and separated it from the truth. The early Church lived through tricky patches where mountebanks often on the look-out for a 	passageway into profit-making schemes that sought to make a profit for selfish gain. False teachers were tested by their exclusion of “repentance” and whether they preached 	Christ Is Lord.       


3	The gifts were regulated and Paul [akin even to modern times regarding regulation, sic] addressed the regulations later. Congregations were blessed through direct and indirect 	creative ways that embodied encouragement, strength and to enable members to love God and their fellow-man no matter what creed or colour. Believers were to intelligiently 	research God’s ways, teach, guide, counsel and pray for all persons, as the Father Willed. Due to the fact that Jesus was human He was the perfect Teacher and most tangible 	example to learn from –  Christ’s ability to heal sickness and disease, His unwavering Service; His Anointing to Save; the ability to relate matters pertaining to God’s Kingdom; the 	Anointing to Call disciples, Christ’s strong faith, He had an academic mind and could debate with the Chief Priests and Scribes at the age of twelve; every Word He spoke was 	seasonal, He listened carefully [e.g. the woman who touched his cloak – He asked who had touched Him and when she stepped forward He “heard her suffering”], He never went 	‘back on the plough’, He remained humble, He feared God and obeyed Him and He set His ‘face like flint’ to endure, see Isa 50:1-9] 





	WE AT COMPANY LAW TODAY PRAY FOR ALL LEADERSIN THE WORLD, MAY YOUR REIGN AND GOVERNMENT BE A SMOOTH PASSAGE AND MAY ALL BE BLESSED BY GOD.	 


		


	







































































































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel commence reading the book of Romans at Romans 1, however do not discuss the streams of textual evidence or different hypotheses save for a fuller discussion at another time. Paul reflected the strategic significance of doctrinal concepts, major principles, well-reasoned arguments and discussion which together covered the sphere of his continued teaching work1. The position of the Church at Jerusalem consisted of Disciples and Apostles where Jerusalem was the divinely-appointed locale for them who awaited the “final fulfillment of all God’s promises” and were called the ‘sect of the Nazarenes’ or ‘the Way’.  Its members accepted the law and worship at the Temple however their distinct belief was that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. Other Churches often urged by Paul assisted them with much needed finances.The Antioch Church was an assemblage of Jew and Gentile and was the model of the ‘New Church’2, the springboard for expansion, the first to name ‘prophets and teachers’. Paul was coup de coeur of this Church however his primary goal was always to spread the Gospel - first to his Jewish brethren and then he turned to the Gentiles3. Family played an important part in these Churches, meetings were on Saturday nights4 or on Sundays however there were no binding rules about “keeping days unto the Lord”. All were ad idem that Paul’s authority [admonitory not coercive]5 was to be considered in matters of faith hence the letters Paul wrote to the differently located Churches. By AD 56 there were Jewish and Gentile believers in the Church at Rome and other places [Acts 2:10]6. There were a group of Churches scattered along the south coast of the Black Sea – Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia and responsibility for feeding the flock was exercised by elders (1 Pe 5:1-2). Overall there were different Church governments, forms of ministry, moulds of thought, patterns of levels of spiritual and moral achievements. The divine authority that governs our faith attaches to the apostolic gospel as contained in the Scriptures in toto which is Christ’s binding agreement.  Paul teaches that everyone has a conscience and knows when they do wrong7. Romans 1 contains a list by Paul of every sin known to man which reveals we all need mercy and forgiveness in order to return to relationship with God the heavenly Father through Christ His Son. Paul also states that God may be seen actively in nature, therefore people while knowing God exists, should learn more about Him in order to understand Him. This is done only through Christ, reading the Bible and worshipping God. The Lord’s attributes are generously displayed in nature for all to see so none have an excuse – Life, order, power, intricate detail, love, beauty, humour, music, nurturing, dazzling brightness, a striking universe, vivid colour, perfection, peace, harmony, growth, hope, trust, freedom, provision, generosity, truth, restoration, pruning, husbandry, value, tenderness, friendship, faithfulness, intimacy.


ANY PERSON who wishes to learn more about God may pray to Him and be found by Him. Pray to Him where you are.    





Footnotes


1	The genus of ‘Church government’ be it congregational, presbyterian, episcopalian, Quakers etc. Save to say a “Church” is a Christian place of worship.


2	Act 11:26 


3	He was permitted to preach as rabbi in some Synagogues and did so as given the opportunity. If rejected, Paul walked away – it was not his place to judge, but to tell the Truth.


4	Acts 20:7, 20. Corinthian evidence takes the matter even further.


5	South African Constitution No. 108 of 1996, at sections 9, 10, 15, 31   


6	Acts 2:10 God worked all kinds of miracles to bring people to Himself, He deliberately addressed people in their own languages -  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamians, Judeans, 	Cappadocians, North Asia Minor, E. Armenia, Greek coastal dwellers, Great Anatolian plateau, Attalians, Athenian, Cyrene North Africa, Mediterranean, the Nabataean Kingdom, 	Sinai peninsula & territory to the immediate East across the gulf of Aquabah.


7	The Bible is clear that all people have been given a conscience by God.  Consciences however can go ‘dry’ if not practised with faith and lose their ‘freshness’. A healthy conscience 	can be exercised.    
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Graeme and his wife Vel cover the field of Christ’s prestigious purpose in the text at Acts 28. The purpose for the book of Acts was to undertake an extensive work of the progress of Christianity. Luke placed on record visible manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s power - healings and working of miracles - where e.g. Paul at Malta shook off the irrational haemolytic viper and healed the endemic from various sicknesses. The ship’s crew eventually made their way to Puteoli - a port that offloaded cargoes on a grand scale containing cereal, barley and wheat reinforcements. Syracuse, founded in 734 BC by Corinthian colonists, once an important city socially, politically and commercially, captured by the Romans in 212 BC had become one of the prime ports for grain delivery. The ‘Appian Way’ was merely a place of lodging for Christians. Paul’s first connection to Rome was indirectly through Aquila and Priscilla [Acts 18] and when he arrived in the city itself, obligated to prouocatia 2 Rome was in full flush of growth with international aristocracy, lavish domestic favours, public buildings, wealth subsidies, trade in foodstuffs and luxury goods, and entertainment from foreign regions incorporating literature and the arts – the effects of which left the Church itself in an amorphous position3. Paul immediately became involved with his beloved Jewish brethren and preached to them where doctor Luke records a significant truth4. To the Roman believers, Paul, under a relaxed Roman guard received many visitors, wrote letters to the Churches and preached to all who would listen. The Truth had been preached and established in the centre of trade and government and then further spread across the whole world, over many centuries,  just as the Lord Christ, the Word of God predicted it would5. ANY PERSON who wishes to ‘return to our Lord Jesus’ may. Christ meets you immediately with heartwarming welcoming arms.     





Footnotes


1	The book of Acts relates exclusively to who accepts the Gospel and which ones reject the strength of God, and the express hand of “the Creator” the Holy Spirit Who brought the 	Church into Christ’s purposes. Luke, an observant doctor and skilled detailed chronicler recorded no trial before Caesar so obviously either the prosecution’s case later prescribed or 	if Paul was discharged without coming to trial it might have been due to the imperium on Caesar’s part. Paul did, however write in Phillipians implying he would “soon be released” 	[Phil1:16; 2:24]. Paul’s travels are recorded in Christian literature which spoke plainly of his further travels, however, again, no trial before Caesar.  Interestingly Paul mentions several 	places unmentioned in the first three journeys and mentions friends excluded from the previous record so it is safe to assume he travelled unencumbered to Spain [Ro 15:24,28], and 	back to the Churches in Greece.  


2	A Citizen’s right of appeal to Caesar; although Caesar himself would not judge Paul’s appeal in propria persona. The judicial officer might be prefect of the praetorian guard 	representing the Emperor in his Justice together with assessors and high officers of the court. Paul’s appeal could win for the Christians at the very least a collegium licitum in its own 	right. We have so much to thank Paul for and indeed pray – “thank you Lord God for the Disciples and Apostolate”. These faithful servants were given wise words to speak before 	the delegates at every Council facing them, some of which upheld the convictions of the Apostolate, some not.  Doctor Gamaliel’s words to the Council are eternal “Let these men 	alone, otherwise you will be found to fight against God Himself”. 


3	A lacuna Paul fixed by addressing “God’s righteousness” both to Jew and Christian alike even though the Jewish Christians had ‘privileges’ before. Paul showed all have sinned and all 	need to be ‘justified’  [already provided through Christ’s offering and victory] and strengthened by the Holy Spirit’s specific intercession [God’s inscrutable wisdom]. Paul also showed a 	dedicated life to God would face its obligations to follow God’s objectives.


4	None of the brethren had a case against Paul and “The Holy Spirit spoke through Isaiah the Prophet” [v 25].  Confirmation that Father God, the Holy Spirit and Christ were all three 	always present throughout the Old Testament era beginning with Genesis 1:26 “Let Us make man in our image..” and concluding with the express purpose of God that all nations will 	hear the truth about the identity of Christ.


5	Ro 16:26 made manifest by prophetic Scriptures to all nations according to the everlasting God and His Commandment for obedience to the faith.  This means believers have a 	duty to 	pray for their families, their own nation and other nations unto God through Jesus Christ that “Thy will be done on earth, Our Father, as it is done in Heaven.”


“Amazing Grace, healer of hearts, binder of wounds..”
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Graeme and Vel submit at the end of 2016, a non-extensive view of the next chapter of 2 Corinthians, chapter 3, from the Christian Bible. Paul militated strongly against false teachers and employed various methods to expose them1. Paul pointed out it would be a material mistake for anyone to think that believers needed a ‘manual’ written by man to be right with God and Paul argued the distinction on the one hand between men and women ordering their own lives without God and on the other hand the humbled believer who was being progressively transformed into Christ’s likeness, through obedience. Paul stated the most imperative issue was God’s “memorandum” or “epistle”2 branded with His Life-giving Spirit upon believing hearts that led them to act out God’s love e.g. seeing the desperate pain of the homeless, organising programs to house them; not precluding a culture, or a man or woman just because they were ‘different’ but supporting them emotionally, serving and caring for them with God’s love. In aligning themselves with God’s Word, the believers had to change, which called for adopting the character and special strength of Jesus Christ parri passu from glory to glory under the Supreme weight of His Glory. Paul entered into a discourse on the differentiation between the glory of the Christ’s New Covenant, and the “old” glory3 that was painstakingly written in pen and ink but which Paul stated was fading, becoming dimmer, and would eventually pass away completely as God’s favour departed4; whereas the weight of Christ’s glory would remain forever not only in this age, but in the one to come, had an exceedingly greater quality5, shone much more brighter and had vested power to change people’s hearts. At Jesus’ ascension into heaven He became a Life-giving Spirit with ability to simultaneously exist both in heaven and dwell in believer’s hearts, many believers around the world bear witness to. When Christ is revealed eventually at the prescribed time, all believers will be like Him. 


ANY PERSON who would like to ask Christ to give Life to their heart, may pray for His Salvation - just believe in faith, He can hear you.  


Footnotes


1	Paul entrusted delivery of his letters exclusively through honest colleagues who lived and acted entirely to the glory of God’s Sovereign purposes, who fulfilled God’s Will not 	suppressing the truth about Jesus Christ, God’s Son. Paul needed no supercilious “long letters of recommendation” that the false teachers manufactured [so that the money went into 	their pockets]. The facts to Paul were such that mankind after the fall had not by slow evolutionary development succeeded in rising from the primeval fear and groping ignorance of a 	humble origin to proud heights of sensitivity and insight. Indeed history is replete with examples of many who rose to great heights and for some inexplicable reason moved outside the 	scope of their work and attempted to control the entire world, raking in benefits for themselves without having regard for other nations’ innocent existence. The Bible portrayed man as 	not risen, but fallen, and in need of a Saviour [Who would keep mankind in continual relationship with God] – the antithesis of what the greedy false teachers were purporting. Paul was 	saying Christ made man and woman a better person who is not always ruled by money but happy to share profits assisting the less fortunate; while the false teachers 	were wanting 	money for their own manipulations. It was against this background that God’s saving action in Christ became a significant theme to Paul who was quick to alert believers to the 	truth.


2	Leather and parchment sourced from sheepskins were previously used for Biblical texts, the New Testament, and where parts were expressly found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, a long roll of 	sections of inner bark were used like modern day paper. Byblos – meant an unspecified form of written document which included registration lists. The communication, or collected 	books, or historical data or Covenant were terms used for our Bible. A little scroll was a biblaridion. However Paul argued for fresh oxygenated Life from the Holy Spirit Who administered 	truths from the Father and Christ into each believer’s heart. 


3	Moses wore a veil after receiving the Law at Mount Sinai and the people could not look upon his radiant face, even when the radiance faded. The actual illustration of the veil worn by 	Moses Paul used, how the people minds and hearts could not perceive God’s Presence and Life, they were kept from understanding the references to Christ in the Scriptures by God’s 	decree and purpose. When Christ was revealed, He brought Glory, Grace, Life, Forgiveness and Peace - elements the old law did not embrace.    


4	Acts 28:26 Paul’s confrontational answer in Rome to the disbelief, “They have closed their eyes and ears,lest it should happen that they can see or hear clearly and receive healing” 


5	The law itself was given under dazzling splendour however much more Resplendent and Spectacular was Jesus Christ’s purity as a human being when He was on the earth, in the heavens 	as Lord of Hosts and through His Life as Son of God, His Wisdom, Glory and Strength, in repealing with power the Old laws by fulfillment of all laws upon the Cross in death, and now risen 	as the actual Living Sanctuary, His goodness, abundance, Peace and Joy abounds to all who believe, so Great is He, in this age and in the coming age. Mark 10:29,30 Christ prophesied  	that any believer who lost their home, spouse, children, Mom or Dad on account of being faithful to the Gospel will receive a hundred-fold “in this time” [linear] and will also receive “in 	the age to come”, eternal life. While we do not serve ‘to receive’, however it affirms that God is always watching, those marked within their hearts, as God’s beloved possession. 


	Docendo discimus – we learn by teaching.
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Graeme and his wife Vel relate to the Scriptures as they understand and experience them. Acts 27 records Julius was a centurion of the Augustan Regiment1 who treated Paul kindly2. Sidon had two harbours subordinate to a foreign dynasty, at Cnidus, a free city, they changed course and Fair Haven as a winter harbour was too far a distance from the town, Lasea. Ships were navigated by the stars and in overcast weather travel was doubtful and sometimes downright impossible. The ‘euroclydon’ was an uncontrolled, frenzied wind full of rage coming from the north-east that stirred up broad turbulence, sometimes in typhoon or cyclone form. The ship became caught in the tempest yet managed to land at Clauda, an island about 50 miles [80 kms] off Crete. Paul adhered to the Leviticus 16:29 annual Atonement Fast3 however even when unduly limited he used every opportunity available to relate the meaning of God’s care. With crucial timing he reminded the crew that God had predicted the very problems they experienced and that everyone would be granted safe passage home [verse 23ff], an act which preserved Paul’s later ministry in Rome4. Soundings were made by throwing a weighted line overboard to detect depth-levels of water although by this time the waters receded too low and they eventually shipwrecked at Malta - normally a haven for ships at sea. Although he might have wished for an easier passage Paul knew God had blessed him greatly and he had opportunity to make use of Grace which was a gift from God5 - for Paul learnt to no longer put his reliance upon the workings of the law but by Grace upon God6.  ANY PERSON who wishes to accept Christ, Friend of sinners, as their Lord, may. Sincerity in prayer is accepted wholeheartedly by God.  





Footnotes


1	The cohors Augusta was an auxiliary force belonging to the family name of Caesar which became widespread in power due to the custom of conferring on new citizens the name of 	the magistrate under whose auspices they were enfranchised. The Centurion was of the class Julii since no aristocratic member of the house would serve in that rank and his unit was 	of Caesar’s regular staff of couriers. The auxiliary came from the legions and the legions numbered between 6,000 – 4,000 soldiers divided each into ten cohorts and those in turn 	into six centuries each. A ‘small’ auxiliary cohort cavalry unit of 120 might attach that did most of the ‘policing’.  To ascertain scale look at Matt 26:53 where Our Lord specifically 	mentions  the number which is very great [>72,000], that the Father of glory might despatch to assist His Son; however Christ our Lord obeyed His Father and with the indwelling 	Godhead outlasted, that the purposes of His Father may be done on earth. 


2	Respect, trust and dignity were components in a relationship forming between Paul and the Centurion.  The legal procedures and religious law Paul certainly knew without question 


	yet even strictest adherance to them [e.g. the annual Atonement Fast] did not prevent the distracting happenings.  Where Paul had once always been in charge of his own destiny he 	now was “still learning” but “confident” of Christ’s purposes. He exercised the Grace given as a gift to him by God, encouraged the alarmed crew [vs 24,30], ate with them and never 	alienated them.  {A question we at Company Law Today would pose - maybe the “thorn in Paul’s side” [2 Cor 12:7-9]Paul ‘slipped into religious law’ [vs 9] at times when he needed to 	trust Grace the most; for God’s answer when thrice entreated was always “My Grace is sufficient for you.”} ? We find Paul’s honesty a refreshing mark.	   


3	Habiru fasting words roughly translated meant “to make miserable the soul”; in Christianity “to humble one-self” Ezra 8:1, Acts 27:21,23 ..without food. Christ Himself fasted 40 days 	where he won His first skirmish with “the Opposer of the Father’s Truth” see Luke 2:37. The Church fasted, see Acts 1, and Jesus instructed believers to face Godward not manward. 	Jesus condemned hypocritical fasting – done to flatter and impress, Mtt 6:16. 


4	Paul’s character and credibility throughout the sea-journey would almost certainly have reached the ears of the legal system and Church later in Rome.  


5	The contrast is unmistakeable – clamorous turbulence on the one hand, or on the other, a guiding Light and loving Heart that knows the crew by name and brings each 	father/father-in-law/son/son-in-law/brother safely home to their loved ones. 


6	God had told Paul “he was going to Rome” and even through the illusion of what began as “a nice day with a light wind” which turned into a hysterical violent wind that confronted 	the ship, caused undue losses and exploited negatively their prospects of reaching safety temporarily, God’s raison d'être remained. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel share our contemplations of the facts that triggered Paul’s repeated responses from 1 Cor 1 to  1 Cor 11. The Corinthians eventually became a strong congregation however not before Paul showed them inter alia the function of the nature and purpose of public worship, the meaning of approval over a woman’s head1, the service of both men and women, light shed on the Lord’s Supper and the obligations of Congregations to comply. The disciples and Apostles who associated with Christ, received the Promise of the Father and authority from Christ with pastoral Commission to evangelize all the nations. The Church’s function as a whole was, in Jesus Name, to open the doors of the Kingdom to all who wanted to believe.  The matter of the ‘coverings’ arose due to three cultures the Lord brought into one Church - Jewish, pagan and Greek2. The New Church was a conjugation of differing cultures under the auspices of One Triune God in the Church where unity of belief featured as a vehicle for God’s blessings.  All policies, plans, co-ordinations and procedures were encumbered with the instruction for unity in the Church3. Paul then carefully explained the Covenant of the Lord’s Supper, entered into and instituted by Christ Himself which therefore had actual force and effect which had capacity to last forever and would not be broken. The “peace on earth goodwill toward men”of God formed a protective hedge around believers as they fellowshipped with the Father, Holy Spirit and the Son. Believers should meticulously observe their attitudes and actions before partaking so that no ‘judgment nor condemnation’ might bear down upon any member. It was not for anyone to demand anything while partaking of the Lord’s Supper as the purpose was to a common sharing of Christ’s Spiritual reality found only at God’s Throne. Each one’s awareness that “all have sinned, not one is perfect” had power to draw close to God, an encounter well able to quench their “thirst”. ANY PERSON may turn from the old life and ask God for Salvation if that is truly wanted. When you call upon the Name of the Lord Jesus for Salvation, He will answer you because He loves you. 


Footnotes


1	In context of AD 55, the husband was the wife’s ‘covering’ yet they both worked together [see Priscilla and Aquilla]. A single girl’s ‘covering’ was her father or if death intervened, then an 	uncle or someone the family designated. The ‘covering’  was originally worn as a service to God for praise, for faith and modesty, where a woman showed that for the ministry of prayer 	and prophecy she had authority from God and had not seized it herself. Some sort of ‘scarf’ or ‘hat’ worn over the hair in modern Church Associations or affiliates either was a requirement 	[or not] from their respective boards that required individual members compliance. It was not up to anyone to either judge nor condemn another for wearing the covering or for not 	wearing it Paul showed, so long as there was unity in order for God’s blessings to flow. 


2	The sacrifice of Christ “once for all” would not have been lost on the Jewish members. They would have wasted no time in implementing immediately that which God desired. 	 	The pagan women would have not been taught from a young age in the Ways of God, and would	have needed explicit guidance regarding the meanings of the words ‘coverings’, 	‘approval’ and ‘authority’ however they would have been automatically on equal ground with the others at the moment of first belief – for the Lord held men and women to the 	same 	standard of worship and obedience. The Lord honoured His Word to grant them Peace and Salvation. The Greek believers, having been exposed to a pantheon of gods and 	goddesses, “with exhaustive diverse demands”, would nevertheless have recognised God’s Creatorship and ultimate Authority, the Triune God who answered their prayers the moment 	they believed and drew them out from bondage into the freedom of worship in Spirit and in Truth .   


3	The Oxford dictionary uses words like ‘pay deference to’ and ‘non-resistant’. Paying deference to a line of authority is a key element in the smooth functioning of any government, 	business or institution. Our God ordained a ‘non-resistant approach’ in order to prevent chaotic functioning the likes of which might easily have been perceived suspiciously by the Roman 	military du jour as “usurping” which could easily have eroded State confidence in Christ’s religion and work against Father’s purposes for a smooth passage for all nations to come to 	Christ. “Relenting” certainly did not mean apathy nor inferiority, it meant intelligence, knowledge and the ability to understand that when one applied their mind and walked ‘in order’ 	and ‘in compliance’ then God’s blessings might flow. Christ permitted man and woman to serve with equal value specifically that no-one may boast nor assume a higher position.		No-one must be made to feel “second-class” and “out in the cold” and it certainly appeared that our Lord Jesus was quite progressive in deliberately picking women along with the men to 	minister to others so that the glory might go to Christ. [G&V hold to Paul’s guidance which we see as coming from Christ  [see vs 1 “Imitate me just as I imitate Christ]].	 





Stay and Wait – Hillsong Acoustic Session, 2013, Cut No. 5
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Graeme and his wife Vel read about the significance of the resurrection at Matthew 28:2ff, Mark 16:1ff, Luke 24, John 20:1ff, witnessed to by four disciples of Christ. This was no small event however when the stone was rolled away, Christ had already risen. The reason for the rolling away of the stone was so that others could see for themselves, that Christ was alive, an adumbration of the welcoming arms of God to anyone who would believe in His Son. The whole province was interested in the risen Saviour. Paul wrote that if by Adam death came, then by the son of Man life also came1. Another purpose for Christ’s resurrection was for the justification of believers. This gave believers’ standing, a right to claim salvation by Grace and to receive support from heaven in their salvation-walk2. In Old Testament Scripture God’s dealings with man were constantly described in forensic terms [in terms of ‘court’]. God’s court identifies only with Christ’s righteousness3 and no-one elses acts, which is why it is imperative for believers’ to always stand, speak, preach, pray, sing in His Name only.  God’s righteousness as Judge is revealed in the Old Testament as exacting vengeance on any who fell short of the law, unless they were covered over by propitiation blood4. In the New Testament era God ‘passes over’ sins committed previously, and presently where the law once brought only knowledge of sin, Grace by faith in Jesus of Nazareth [the only lawkeeper that ever existed] declares mercy shown and the Father of Glory has already reckoned the believer righteous (Romans 3:28) to the extent of Christ’s offering of Himself5.    


ANY PERSON who wishes to “see for themselves” be freely justified and reckoned righteous, may pray to Christ Jesus of Nazareth and ask for salvation.   





Footnotes


1	Paul wrote with clarity – if “Christ alive” is not the centre of the Church’s preaching and faith, then the preaching is in vain, the faith empty, then faith is futile and all are still sinners. 	see 1 Cor 15:14,17. Believers witness to the resurrection for anyone who wishes to listen.


2	John 20:29 This places believers today in the category spoken of here – believers who believe yet have not see Him, by faith it is the gift of God [the Father of Glory Eph 2:8].  


3	The uncompromising solemnity of God’s judgment is that firstly He cannot permit sin in His presence, and secondly justification has already been provided in the man Jesus Christ, 	that someone had to pay for the sins of mankind, payment was proffered by His death. Christ accomplished on the Cross the ultimate victory , and the important message going 	forward is that “it is over”, He has risen, and now determines justice in heaven based on the ground of His own sacrifice. To contextualise “sin” one might ask how would a person 	react should another person accuse them falsely. Outraged? Insulted? Deeply offended? Or hurt? Why those feelings, if there exists “no sin”.  Sin is an affront, it exists, people get 	hurt and apologies are forthcoming so that peace might reign. The overarching facts are that Christ took upon Himself the pain, loss, hurt and penalties and punishments, and died, 	[wrote Paul] then rose again that prescribed Grace may reign. The message of salvation is an ongoing process.


4	The blood pact was known all throughout the ancient East. The Old Testament discloses God’s design for salvation before the sacrifice of His own Son - Abraham was stopped short 	of actually using his son as expiation where God provided a ram that was used for that purpose. God’s pact specifically with Israel and about 2000 years’ later the Father of Glory’s 	New Covenant pact with His own Son is full of detail about expiation, propitiation and the Lord Jesus in our midst whose death is documented,  see Gen 22:13.


5	In Communion the Church memorialises the Crucifiction of Christ; at His resurrection the Church celebrates the fact that Christ is not dead, but risen and available to save. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel, in no way attempt to render an exhaustive definition of the Crucifiction. The purpose of the “Cross” was that it was carried out according to God’s schedule and aligned to His principles. The actual finished work of Christ encompassed the goals of salvation and relationship for anyone who believes, into God’s family1. The Old and New Testaments distinguished between crimes; a ‘mere transgression’ as opposed to a ‘crooked sinful way of life’. Crimes against fellow-man were crimes against God the Lawgiver and God the Judge of each man’s heart. In the earliest times of Moses the dispensing of justice was a process of arbitrative reasoning2 and in Jesus’ day the Council sat in a Court of Justice. In the Christian bible Jesus Christ as the author and finisher of our faith, “Who for the joy set before Him, endured the judgment of the Cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”.  On the night He was betrayed our Lord Jesus, partook of the Bread and Cup3 and issued a promise of spiritual nourishment that would eternally flow from His own body4, and propel the Church into preaching the kingdom of God to all the nations5. On the Cross, Christ took the fullest extent of punishment for liability of all categories of sin and further He made relationship with God entirely possible for mankind due to His forgivness that ushered in Grace - this is the critical context of the Cross6. The anointing of Christ had impact over i) His manifest work on earth, ii) His triumphant work upon the Cross, iii) His resurrection and iv) continuing through the dispensation of the fullness of the times7, that believers too might be conjoined8. Graeme and Vel share in the great memorial ceremony of Christ’s crucifiction for this is the core of our faith.


ANY PERSON who wishes to take up his or her cross and follow the resurrected Son of God, may pray in the name of Christ Jesus.    





Footnotes


1	The old Testament promise is triggered, that through Abraham God would bless all families of the earth Gn 12:3. Jesus’ genealogy is “Son of God, Son of Adam, Son of Abraham, 


	Son of David, Son of man...” see Luke 3:38, Mtt 1ff


2	Ex 18:13ff People came to Moses who sat as Judge, from morning until evening “to enquire of God, they stand around me and I make known the statutes and God’s laws”. 


3	Observance of the elements, defined by Wesley one of the greatest preachers and religious songwriters was taken by himself “as often as you can” which deserves our serious 	consideration indeed.


4	Which renders matters of the Cross not moot but alive, an ongoing process. God and Christ made man in their image Gn 1:26, Jesus suffered the penalty for mankind’s breach of the 	very law He and the Father had written Ex 24:12, Lk 2:46ff and Eph 1:4 Christ existed before the foundation of the world.


5	Christ pronounced His glorified body broken for mankind that believers may partake of [the elements], and the cup is of the New Covenant which may be taken as often as the Church or 	believer’s wish in rememberance of Christ’s finished work on the Cross. Hebrews 7:25 He is able to save forever, those who come to salvation through Him for He lives to intercede 	for them.


	Jesus  appointed as High Priest forever by word of oath, perfected forever, died once for all and now is seated at the right hand of God interceding for believers in His name. 


6	A pact made between God our loving heavenly Father and Christ His son filled with the Holy Spirit, signed in Christ’s own sacrificial blood. It is impossible for any human ever  to have 	achieved what the son of Man achieved for He walked with the “full authority of the Godhead in Him” Who was the only man ever to have resisted sin, yet paid for mankind’s sin in 	full. The believer is enjoined to take up the Cross [in faith], follow the Saviour’s way, see Matt 10:38; despise the shame of the Cross [the Church now memorialises it] Mk 8:34;  and at Lk 	14:27, a stirring challenge to live for God.  [We at Company Law Today agree, even today, when opposition is fierce, for an enduring reward]. 


7	Eph 1:22,23 The amazing book of Ephesians was written to portray God’s eternal purposes and its practical consequences working through the Church.  


8	Eph 2:10 
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Graeme and his wife Vel hold to important aspects of Paul and the Church’s witness regarding Christ to His blessed flock - Acts 26. It was Paul’s witness before the authorities that the Disciples, Apostles and Church were “living witnesses” of Christ’s self-offering message that welcomed mankind in approaching God. The Church was not merely factotum - they were all vigorous witnesses to the fact that Christ could be found by anyone who looked for Him and that He continues to live triumphant over the grave. The  Habiru word “witness” meant ‘bear witness’ or ‘to see’ ‘to testify’ ‘bear testimony’ that truth might be plainly seen; ānâ meant ‘to answer’; ûḏ and martyrion meant ‘served as evidence given’ ‘bear witness’.  “To see” has lost its forensic meaning yet in a technical religious sense the “witness” is one who sees and in a legal sense is ‘one who saw’. The word used in the sense of the Ark of the Covenant is ēḏûṯ meaning “to see” [viewing the actual ten Commandments]1. The idea of Covenant was well attested in history and took many forms - father-son, lord-servant, king-Queen, vassal, parity etc; an appropriate pact provided for general principles such as inter alia a preamble, introduction, negative reporting2 etc and two witnesses finally confirmed the agreement was concluded ad idem between the specific parties with correct signature or mark. The oath taken by Christ, efficacious by His death supercedes any and all other oaths due to the fact that He executively advocates for the New Covenant in heaven. Stephen’s witness3 had immense impact upon the Church in that he was permitted a glimpse of Christ’s glory4 confirming to many that Christ is the Son of God5. Christ is alive and imbued with glorious jurisdiction6. The Living Word is the Church’s ineluctable ‘witness’, it is the scope of all operations, it guides the roles and functions of the Church going forward, it guides believers’ specifically into God’s purposes.  ANY PERSON may be Christ’s witness if he or she wishes, merely ask and Christ’s Grace finds you just as you are.       





Footnotes


1	Gen 31:48; Jos 22:27, 24:27; In Acts 22:20 - martyrion is used which is a verb, meaning the actual bearing of witness. Paul as a sort of verger who had custody of the sacred book and 	as a minister for Christ was thus given the task of being His witness, see Act 26:16  


2	If a vassal had knowledge of his neighbour doing wrong he was bound-by-pact to report it to the authorities.


3	Act 8:4-40, 9:1-30, 9:32-11:18, 11:1. 


4	Acts 6:5 they chose a man full of faith and extraordinarily filled with the Holy Spirit to assist the business of the widows and charity. Our emphasis. God loves business and God loves 	profits. Work carried out according to an appropriate plan will be prosperous because it takes diligence to stay the course. Diligence is a strong character Pr 21:5. Matt 25:21 calls for 	believers to diligently use time, talents and skills competently in whatever they do, remembering to give with glad hearts to those of little or no opportunity. The extent of Stephen’s 	infilling was inter alia Act 6:10 “irresistible wisdom and enabling pardon”, see Acts 7:60 where the Spirit of God led Stephen to pray for his detractors to come under God’s pardon.     


5	Peter’s insightful letter to the Hebrews 1:1,2, 1:5-13 reveals Jesus the appointed Heir of God in His rightful position as Son and as great High Priest who’s blood on the Mercy Seat 	guarantees us the Living Word and its power to save, saving Grace and mercy to cover over the sins, Heb 4:12ff. There is comfort for the believer that even in temptation mercy and 	strength is available to overcome.  At 1 Pe 2:23-25 Peter encouraged the diaspora Jewish Christians the eternal pact extends further and will bring many to glory for it does not fade. 	Believers who are newly ‘born again’ God promises to develop and by His strength they too bear fruit. Christians are encouraged to follow the purpose of God and pray for families 	[yours, the in-laws and other families] to be brought to glory by the power of Christ Who governs apolitically from heaven regarding issues such as mercy, justice, alms, purity, faith. 


6	It is always imperative that the Church prays, delivers, give alms and heals, only in Christ’s name which has spiritual jurisdiction.  Our Lord Jesus named governing authorities ‘ministers 	of God for the punishment of evil’ Ro 10:1ff. To oppose the Courts was to oppose God. First world and second world earthly governments have always shown a reluctance to pursue 	Christians and with good cause. Yahweh’s glory filled the Temple Ex 40, Ezekiel had visions of the glory Ezk 1:28,  it was seen by Shepherds and angels at Christ’s birth, and at the 	transfiguration 


	Lk 2:9,14, Jn 1:14, Mtt 17:1-8, 2 Cor 4:3-6 the Church sees and reflects Christ’s image, and seen by Stephen and Paul. 








“Your Love is Relentless” by Hillsong Accoustic 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read in context the effects of Paul’s continuing instructions at 1 Corinthians 10 where God used Paul as a tool for guidance in enlightening the talented, lively but worldly-minded members as to why idolatry was so distasteful to the Father1.  At Corinth, the image of idolatry pitted itself against Christ, the Anointed One, the Son of God, māšîaḥ [Messiah]2 the One through Whom the image of God was reflected. Paul counselled the members in doctrines of the faith – God’s protection of the Israelites in the form of the Cloud by day and Pillar by night; baptism into Moses, the partaking of the same spiritual food and drinking the same spiritual drink which was from “the Rock” [Christ Himself, symbolically evident in the Old Testament]3; God’s displeasure at the influence of idolatry from specific leaders4; regulation was used by the Lord as a form of protection for His people; election and administration are also integral to Christ’s rule on earth; purity of heart in fellowship with God; Communion with the broken body of Christ and the shed blood for redemption of sins; a clear conscience that guided God’s people. The Bible’s tenor was correction and Guidance and Paul sketched an outline to show members being under Grace was less strict and narrow than the Law, however it was purposed some concepts still had impact upon the heart - Christians were a “pleasing fragrance to the Lord”; everything must be given in prayer to the Lord; Christians should open their hearts so that the Bible might reprove and encourage; generosity should govern their alms-giving and daily lives; grievances must be lovingly dealt with by the government of the Church; moderation must be exercised in eating, drinking and economics; trust and obedience were essential in the relationship with Christ; “freedom” was an opportunity to sustain their obligation to God and they should deal decisively with any and all unGodly temptation5. ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to become a disciple of the risen Christ, may call out to Him - and He will give you Salvation, He hears you.     


Footnotes


1	Paul implicitly constructed his answers around diverse dangers of compromise with pagan cultures, [Ex 32:1-4] reveals that Moses’ prominent spokesman constructed the golden calf 	which some defended as merely the “seat which the Invisible God occupied”. Certainly Moses did not understand idolatry that way - he saw temptation to worship the object and not the 	Creator, and idolatry as a declension from the norm. Paul echoed the Patriarchs’ belief that unhealthy alliances with idolatrous neighbours led to familiarity and produced a shift in 	emphasis upon God’s righteousness, justice and moral standards leading eventually to a total loss of any sense of divine mission, see [Num 25:1.] Israel’s forefathers taught the religion of 	altar and prayer, not of idols. Paul’s answer to the members of Corinth was that their dependance upon God’s Grace in extenso was imperative. 


2	Paul was closely involved with the development of the theology of the early Church. He hardly used the term “Servant” and only once used the term “Minister”.  The Servant-role 	Paul saw as a function of the Church, not Christ. The actual name “Jesus” Paul used 16 times and mostly where the discussion on ‘death and resurrection’ repeated itself in the lives of 	believers. Paul used the title “Christ” and the “Gospel of Christ” often; and when describing determining circumstances that conditioned the believer’s life Paul used “in Christ” [Gal 2:17].  


3	 The Hebrew word for rock is sela’ or ṣûr symbolising the security and defence of a steep and inaccessible refuge see Isa 32:2, 33:16, and an immovable foundation. Jesus the ‘rejected rock 	of offense’ became the ‘Cornerstone of God’ see Ro 9:33 and Paul extended the meaning further to Christ being the Rock from whence water came gushing out. In Mtt 6:18 Peter blurted 	out to Christ when asked whom did the crowds say He was – “You are the Rock!” to which Christ assured the disciples “And upon this rock will I build my Church!”


4	God revealed Himself as a faithful God of the Covenant “Our God is One God” quite capable of protecting, providing and fighting on their behalf, even though life for the ancient Israelites 	was one basically of upheaval with a lot of circumstantial changes and little stability. To the Corinthians, God was the Trinity, Three distinct Persons in One. 


5	The Hebrew verb for tempt is bāḥan, to ‘prove’ or ‘try’ [as in metal refining]. Lord Jesus, was tempted by the Adversary in a few respects – to enrich Himself at the Father’s expense; to 	breach the pre-creation agreement; to gain possession of the whole world by bowing and worshipping the Opposer of God’s love. However, Christ’s astonishing legal alertness and 	logical devotion to Father and His Plan for redemption placed the Word of God [Christ’s Ultimate Being] over His Church as provision forever [it is declared, the zeal of the Lord of Hosts, 	Yahweh ṣeḇā’ȏṯ  - “all the heavenly powers ready to do the Lord’s command” and accomplish His purpose on earth see [Isa 9:6-7] which secured a priori a victory in favour of mankind. 	However any attempt to goad or tempt the Lord was not an option at all, ill-advised from whatever source and unBiblical in a sense that the source could not be trusted.	 


Unified – Hillsong United, double CD, “More than Life” and “To the Ends of the Earth”, CD 2, cut no. 4 [not no. 3 as listed on the jacket].		


















































































































































Company Law Today is owned by Camel Rock Trading 16 CC the members of which are Graeme Fraser and Vel Fraser





Graeme and his wife Vel are Christian and study the Bible every week together. Acts 24-25; Festus1 scandalously asserted for a “retrial” at Jerusalem – Paul, knowing the outcome of such a trial immediately put in an appeal to the extended tenure of command, Rome itself, Caesar2, against the decision3. Paul was at all material times aware  – he enjoyed the right of appeal, religion was legislated and his detractors bore onus. Agrippa ll and Bernice4 were invested with military power and anxiously co-operated with Festus to maintain peace in neighbouring territories5. Festus understood well, Christians were invested with “resurrection power” that saves all people in Christ’s name; and Rome itself was filled with power – Proconsuls, generals, centurions, military officers, leading women, procurators, magisterial and other prominent wealthy city leaders were people of power that Paul was entirely comfortable with in conversation6.  Aquila and Priscilla were too, part of the elite and the “new life” exhibited by Christians during this era was the topic of every dinner conversation, expressly noted too, the Christian lifestyle of peace and paying taxes [hardly “incitement to riot” and definitely not “treasonous”]. Paul, spoke a new language  to the Gentiles7 by preaching no-one was an “outsider”, Christ had prepared for all to be lovingly accepted by the Father. Paul realised, confronted head-on by the risen Christ meant that the Messiah had come and Christ had entered upon His reign, His place of exaltation in the presence of God for the resurrection had begun to take place, the new age was already inaugurated and the Church, where Christ reigns supreme [even right now] as Head and executively directs via the Holy Spirit to patiently, enduringly pray 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15. ANY PERSON who wants to know the exalted Christ’s Salvation, may – the invitation of God’s Love is open to everyone.     





Footnotes


1	Herod dynasty ruled 40 BC to AD 100, Festus died after 2 years in office. Rome built better roads and improved cities. In this era God made known His objective “a better way” so 	that all nations might in Christ, find access to God. Nothing is hidden nor concealed, nothing is too private, no preclusion nor prejudice – all are welcomed [the Church holds open 	heaven and prays Christ’s Kingdom, making use of biblical revelations (have ears to hear) the Holy Spirit Himself expressly highlights] Gen 1:26. In South Africa our Constitution 108 of 	1996 s 34 ensures all citizens access inter alia to court, it is a right and freedom enjoyed by all. Believers, too, have access to Father in heaven for salvation.


2	Caesar himself would not hear the case however Roman civil and legal law provided that the Highest Court in the empire would render judgment. Paul’s appeal [not of necessity on 	the papers but viva voce] ensured he remained in Rome which was a clear-cut terminal through which the unhindered preaching of the Gospel would flow. The Bible is a book of 	appeals – God to man, man to God, and from man to man.


3	Improbable were the governor a fully competent proconsul and thus Caesar’s equal. Paul’s knowledge of jurisdiction is noteworthy. 


4	Bernice, oldest daughter of Herod Agrippa l, Agrippa II was her 3rd marriage and she was familiar with sorcery and Simeon “the initiator of a long chain of inter-related errors”. They 	resided in Jerusalem when Apostle Paul made his defence. Bernice later lived with Emperor Vespasian, a harsh, strategic general who served under the hegemonic family branch of 	Julii [Augustus] where legal and social ascendancy were established.   


5	Relations between Jewish authorities and Rome were positive  howeverTitus’ destruction of much of Jewish life in Jerusalem in AD 70 was a prediction the Lord Jesus wept over due 	to the fact He showed how much God loved Israel Matt 23:36-39. Anti-Semitic slanders [šēm -  was a Genesis name for “Yahweh”] sprouted vindictively from a very early period in 	Jewish history - 1728 BC and have always been seen as most unproductive, prejudicial and hideous  [Christians have a duty to pray for blessings over Israel, and we do.]


6	Paul Johnson [Page 1] writes God has maintained Israel [yiśrā’ēl – God strives Gen 32:28] throughout a vast history and amidst appalling misanthropic fiendish adversities the Children 	of God have come out blessed;  the inclusion in the Bible of the Law of God is of incomparable value to Christians and Paul often differentiated between the Law and Grace, “Grace 	was more than the letter”, it involved sanctification – the basic root word Hebrew qdš - “to set apart” “brightness”. Where God was once loftily removed from man, the New 	Testament teaches inter alia believers ‘hallow’ the Father, John 10:36 [having regard for His unique position] and Heb 10:10, 13:12 ‘believe’  Christ’s sacrifice has ‘washed clean once for 	all’  ‘set apart’, ‘equipped’, causes all believers to ‘transform morally and spiritually’, reflect the glory of the image of Christ unto the Father [not the image of man, Psalm 8].   


7	Genesis 12:3 “[I]n you shall all nations be blessed” ; Ex 19:5, Col 2:19. 


	“You’re the God Who saves” - by Hillsong Live
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Graeme and his wife Vel read matters of Grace which Luke aired in Acts 23,24. Paul was a cerebral, logical, academic man trained in legal debate and intricate discussion governing issues germane to religious Law1, Jerusalem2 and Roman Law of the Empire. Paul understood contextual history and was knowledgeable in re legal procedures and rituals governing the Temple, the Synagogue, Councils, the Courts and the Praetorium. The significance of Paul’s escape from the plot and vendetta3 raised circumstances to a level categorised as “unusual” and the Roman Praetor used his discretion incorporating ‘praetoriani’ who by sheer preponderance of Roman might conveyed Paul to the Praetorium - “residence of the provincial Governor”. The Roman procurator Felix of Judea AD52 - AD59 was vested with the same power as Pilate which meant that while the Romans kept the peace they also deducted taxes4, and religious freedom was enjoyed by a mix of varying faiths. In Caesarea, [Peter’s conversion of the Roman Centurion and Herod’s seaport trading jewel], Paul was tried5 however Felix’s bias in deferring judgment when presented with ample prima facie evidence attesting to Paul’s innocence and Felix’s avarice in summarily imprisoning Paul for 2 years ‘hoping for a bribe’6 and with ulterior motive7 seemingly clouded circumstances. The Holy Spirit encouraged Paul to continue God’s purposes. Felix was recalled from his position influenced by the Roman generals’ uniform supervisory authority and Nero in AD 59 rendered him ex officio. Paul made his appeal application to Rome itself where later he made his celebrated defense before Festus and Agrippa. While awaiting leave from the Appeal Court Paul boldly shared his memorable conversion experience regarding “the heavenly light of Christ” “in the image of God” “The light of the Gospel and glory of Christ” to everyone who was eager to believe. ANY PERSON who wishes to act according to God’s purposes in Christ, may - no-one is discriminated against nor precluded from calling on His name.     





Footnotes


1	Acts 23:1,2. Ananias was described [by Jewish historian Josephus] as profane, greedy and hot-tempered. He violated Jewish law by presuming Paul guilty without a trial, a matter 	forbidden in religious Law [see Deut 19:15] which was responsible for Paul’s non-recognition of his office. Ordering an illegal punishment before a trial court had decided the matter 	was strictly unacceptable by the Council. However Paul apologised quoting the Old Testament reading which provided for unwavering obedience to the law.


2	The Sadducees believed in the Old Testament books Genesis through to Deuteronomy and the Pharisees believed in bodily resurrection. Doctor Gamaliel’s previous misgivings  	came true – the debate had moved away from Paul and onto their own controversies - the Council had split.   


3	While under normal circumstances children might be overlooked, Luke placed on record an earnest young boy who played a crucial part [for his Lord Jesus] in seeking protection for 	Paul’s life. God can use anyone who is willing to be of service to Him based on the truth of the resurrected Christ. 


4	The Lord Jesus and Paul sanctioned paying taxes to the State see Mark 12:15ff. In the New Testament era Roman provinces paid regular taxes to Caesar in Roman coin.


5	Acts 23:26ff Regarding accuracy Luke had access to various official documents which, again, places Luke alongside Paul as trusted companion. The letter to Felix was probably read 	out aloud in Court when Paul faced the prosecution. In addition, as a courtesy a copy might have been given to Paul due to the fact that he was a Roman citizen.


6	Acts 24:26 No bribe was forthcoming, instead Paul prayed with all manner of intercession and supplication for his beloved Israel and for his new family, the Church. He acted as a sort 	of ‘steering committee’ for the Church warning believers of elements that would set them back into legalism and less reliant upon Grace. Criticism, spiritual pride, eloquent lofty 	words and craftiness belonged not to believers who handled the Word of truth sincerely. Paul’s compulsion was a sine qua non of true preaching – a compulsion in the Holy Spirit, 	God Himself breaking in to confront man within the heart and consciousness causing a radical upheaval due to the Gospel’s simplicity and power. 


	Acts 2:42 [prayer was the native air of the Church] Ro 10:1ff, Ro 13:1,2;  1 Cor 4:4-5, 2 Cor 1:12; 1 Tim 2:2 - some wonderful policies and guidelines from Paul. 


7	Felix’s 3rd wife, King Agrippa l’s youngest daughter Drusilla had a vendetta against Paul. Originally a Jewess, she married Azizus who converted to Judaism, left Azizus and became 3rd 	wife to Felix in defiance of Jewish Law, Acts 24:24. When Paul reasoned about “righteousness, self-control and judgment to come” the record shows a shrinking back in fear by Felix 	and on the other hand, Drusilla acted with subjective mala fides.  
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Graeme and his wife Vel render a brief definitive explanation of Acts 21-23 in step with our faith. The troubles surrounding Paul could have had a substantially detrimental and potentially diversionary effect. Under the power of the Holy Spirit the elders and Paul prayed for God’s grace to enable Paul to continue with God’s work and for safety. Paul was alerted and possessed knowledge of the looming hardships on a grand scale, yet welcomed the opportunity to do God’s work in all circumstances as all he wanted to do was be obedient and please God. Paul wrote in Romans [8:26] that it is the Holy Spirit Who teaches us to pray and indeed prays to God even when the believer is rendered literally speechless, God answers - which is why one must have a heart of obedience towards God’s Word1. This encourages believers [the Bible records] who might fear however need never be afraid to approach God Who is omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent.  Paul had a chance to preach to his beloved Jerusalem brethren who were always on his heart and Paul testified of his wonderful conversion in detail. He related he was chosen by God to know God’s will, would see the Just One and hear the voice of His mouth2. Confronted by the Jerusalem crowd Paul spoke Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament, to show he was Jewish, one who respected Jewish laws and customs3, and he attempted to establish a common point of contact rather than launch into a full-scale defense of Christianity. In the mêlèe that ensued, the military Commander sequestered Paul and it then fell upon the Barrack’s Commander to obtain information through “interrogation under punishment” of [an unprosecuted] Paul, however upon learning that Paul was a Roman citizen protected by the ius gentium regarding a Roman citizen’s rights under the Praetor5, the officer immediately, decisively and with full power vested in him removed Paul from any and all interrogation with an order for a proper enquiry the following morning [and thus denying anyone access to any relevant documentation]. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to know the same Lord Who “called Paul”, may – just call upon His name Jesus Christ, none is precluded nor classified as “unfit”.   





Footnotes


1	Psalm 7:9b,10,17 Like Paul, believers should be malleable before God for it is He Who is able to effect the necessary changes starting with traits He alone has chosen to direct. Place 	your heart and mind in His hands for He is a righteous God and will take care of you; and when you’ve changed, remember to thank Him for it was His righteousness that effected the 	change. And pray for the family for all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory and we are all in need of heartfelt prayer says God’s Word. 


2	The record at Acts 9 evidences Paul brought face-to-face with the risen Christ Who challenged Paul in Hebrew and Paul recognized it was Jesus for he called Him “Lord”. He also 	in the Presence of Christ was immediately aware of his own sins, repented and surrendered his life to Jesus. The men around Paul as witnesses could see a brilliant light however 	heard not the voice of Jesus. This is very interesting and we both think it was due to the fact that they were not “receiving a Calling” at that point in time, however they were placed 	in a position to repent nonetheless, seeing as the opportunity had presented itself to them.


3	Dr Gamaliel, one of the most honoured Rabbis of the first century earned a place in the Bible, for besides being an expert in Jewish Law he was a voice for moderation and taught 	Paul.  We see how well Paul exercised his rights and how well a technically reasoned argument with which he challenged the officers in their duties towards the Empire. 


4	The Roman Military consisting of soldiers and centurions were called upon to use a discretion against the rash of the mob, and came to Paul’s defense little knowing they were going 	to themselves be the subject of questioning as to the evidence showing the man had committed a crime and further - was there evidential proof? – for the ius gentium [a law applicable 	to Roman citizens] envisaged conviction as a necessary precursor to any penalties and in addition the onus at that point was upon the officer leading the interrogation to proceed only 	once uncontrovertable proof of an actual crime was made available.  


5	Beautiful classical Roman law period 27 BC – AD284 The Jurists were built on foundations laid by the Praetors.





“Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, I want to see You shining in the light of Your glory…”
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Graeme and his wife Vel read Acts 23 use the opportunity to humbly reflect on what the Bible is saying directly to believers. Regarding the word “conscience” the Holy Spirit impressed upon Paul, the great Apostles, the disciples and the fledgling Church who all developed a “conscience”.  The actual word itself appears in the New Testament [depending on what translation one uses] and means “a very sharp awareness of right and wrong”. Paul demonstrated this when he retorted wrongly to the Chief Priest and apologised immediately even though of general principle Paul was aware that his sins had been paid for in full. The greek word “tetelestai” meant in the context of mankind’s debt to God “it is finished” the price was paid, forgiveness had already been released and should be appropriated in faith1. Paul (technically very eloquent in the Law) advised believers it was unnecessary to depend upon works to salvation and that the only problem with the old system of law rituals [spoke Paul] and sacrifices2 was that they had no power to actually cleanse the heart3 and prick the conscience4. Paul wrote man’s conscience must be seen as an instrument – not of judgment – but as one in need of guidance5 as the Holy Spirit works through the Word of Truth to develop the believer’s faith. Facing the Council Paul’s sudden insight in this matter is an example of the insight Jesus promised to each believer6. The laws of the land also assist people to live with a clear conscience specifically regarding legislative restrictions, and our Constitution7 in South Africa is an all-encompassing beautiful piece of legislation that teaches inter alia all citizens to respect each other’s rights. ANY PERSON who wishes to receive Christ and a clear conscience may ask and receive, if so wished for.    





Footnotes


1	In the New Testament business documents/receipts contained the word “tetelestai” indicating that the debt owing had been paid in full, no further claim arose neither did liability which rendered 	the matter closed.  Moulton and Milligan in the Greek-English Lexicon [pg 630] describes – “the connection between receipts and what the Cross accomplished would have been quite 	unmistakeable to John’s readership, that Jesus Christ had died to pay for their sins in full.”  


2	Whereas Christ Himself obeying Father’s objective purposes entered into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled once for all, His atoning blood upon the Mercy Seat. Hebrews 9:9 


3	Romans 6:17 Love the Lord with all the heart includes the intention to be obedient [not perfect, just obedient]. The onus is upon each believer to obey for their own account and for each 	believer to develop their own conscience as the Lord directs them personally under the care of their own chosen Pastor, the Scriptures assure believers they are not alone.  	 


4	Romans 14:1ff Believers’ responses can seemingly differ however Paul teaches it is varying degrees of faith – a weak faith is “underdeveloped” and by necessity must learn to stand against 	external pressures. Areas of weakness Paul says develop solely by God’s power into areas of strength and Hebrews 4:15 says “our High Priest sympathises with our every weakness”. At first 	one’s conscience is vigorous and fresh and hopefully as one developes stronger in faith, one might exhibit a conscience that is un-withered or un-calloused due to 	obedience to the Word of God 	taught Paul.   


5	“Syneidēsis” describes aptly the pain suffered by the believer’s heart when he or she commits a wrong. If a conscience is inadequately disciplined it might become less vigorous or no longer 	fresh. The express guidance of the Holy Spirit educates the believer in the “newness of life”. [Romans 7:15; 8:2; 1 Cor 8:7, v12, v7, Ro 6:4]. Sometimes people go through many difficulties 	in life and miss opportunities to stay close, however they are able to return and receive mercy, James 2:13. [A few years ago we heard of a man who loved God very much yet who 	unfortunately through a series of life’s mishaps ‘lost everything’, his estate and his assets where profits were turned into losses and in the significant disquiet he continued to “take 	Communion at home with a good heart” over a period spanning five years while he rehabilitated, healed and commenced building up assets and a decent life again. He is today strong in 	business and even stronger in the Lord, for where his own energy failed him, his faith remained strong and God’s power over him kept him in the purposes of Christ .]


6	Acts 23:6


7	The Constitution of South African No. 108 of 1996 
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Graeme and his wife Vel read Paul’s letter at 1 Corinthians 9 regarding the rights of the Apostles and the authority that afforded them by the Father’s oath, the authority, perfection, title and permanency of Christ. The first Twelve Pentecostal Apostles [Acts 2] operated in an initial powerful gifting of the Holy Spirit according to the promise of the Father; and Paul, previously a zealot, received the thaumaturgical divine Call from Christ Himself whom he encountered by God’s permissive revelation along the Damascus road1. The outcome of Paul’s hard work had impact upon Corinth’s multi-cultured members and it was reported that lives changed, there was spiritual growth, and extension of Church that took the message of Jesus Christ’s “open welcoming arms” to any person who might believe. Paul used examples from his own life to teach congregants regarding inter alia hospitality, the effects of marriage and being single in God’s work, the meaning of the word “guest” and foods holy or profane, remuneration for work rendered, living for Christ and the tunnel-focus of sharing wealth with the less fortunate. Paul addressed the issue of remuneration on a proper scale for Pastors and Teachers saying it ought not be done with commercial cynicism but that the responsibility lay solely [sic]at the feet of Church members. Paul, himself driven by a desire to preach proved that “God’s gifts and callings are irrevocable” [which placed the service of adequate and fair remuneration to Pastors and Teachers via the members, as vital]2. Paul, the Apostle emphasized a life of strict discipline although it was not to be seen as religiosity; however he stated believers must train the flesh in obedience no matter the philosophical position taken or material entanglement du jour. This still rings true for today – freedom must be used to ‘circumcise the heart’ and subject the mind to Christ’s Words with the end goal – Christ’s glorification. The prize Paul mentioned by “running the race” to its proper termination is the Crown3 of Eternal Life [proof that God rewards righteousness 1 Sam 26:23] for devotion was by faith and not by sight which meant e.g. that assisting those who have had little or no opportunity in life was conjoined with faith/action and words4.  ANY PERSON who genuinely wishes to know the power of the loving Cross of Salvation, may ask Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Son Who saves, and He will answer you with welcoming arms.   


 


Footnotes


1	“Zealot” was one who was jealous for the honour of God. In Rome a fraction of zealots branched into militancy. It is interesting that the Lord in the Old Testament (“OT”) at Proverbs 	23:17,18 encouraged the fear of the Lord and even promised a reward for faithfulness and the honour of His name. Various lands prohibit militancy and Christians are to obey their land’s 	laws, Jesus urged. Paul knew where his reward lay [see vs 18] “for surely there is a hereafter, and the hope of the zealous will not be cut off...” Paul proved that the eyes of God are on 	those who keep a vibrant relationship with Him and he strongly urged the Corinthians to never permit a lapsing of their commitment to Christ. [In the modern era this might interpret - 	worship God always, including the day you “don’t feel like it.”]  


2	It is significant – God, Creator of the heart at the prescribed time called His servants; mankind sees only “good works” while the Church through prayer and fasting recognised who 	was called, and in toto members confirmed through proper procedures. The outcome of the multifarious callings might be inter alia healing, knowledge, wealth, intercession, Church 	government. The onus was upon all servants of God to practice what they preached, which incorporated daily forgiveness and a continual fresh repentant heart towards God. No-one was 	exempt from this discipline not even Paul, in fact leaders all the more, Paul extrapolated.  


3	“Stephanos” Gk. for a crown of royalty in contrast to the Greek perishable wreath their athletes strove to receive. In God’s Kingdom all share one another’s joys, no-one is better 	than the other; and if a leader, then there is the “Pauline onus” to behave like one. Christians are called to decision and watchfulness lest their glory and honour be taken away…


4	God’s deep compassion, love and Grace towards man who went astray manifested in Abram’s walk by faith and in religious Jewish Law where God directed Israel  into the “best 	service, love,forgiveness, atonement and offerings” to a Holy God. He further bore witness to the “Mystery of the Gospel” that abounded in “Saviour of sinners”and  “Lover of souls” 	who appeared with the revelation of God and with Spiritual understanding. All the nations were invited to God’s loving embrace and kindness.  New believers’ experienced profound 	praise towards God [Acts 2:11], an inner awareness of sin [internally and externally Acts 4:33; 5:42] – something the unredeemed was incapable of seeing, let alone repairing; and yet God 	“drew” into His Kingdom as many as turned to Him for assistance. The Law stood forever as God-the-Holy Spirit’s Law and Christ who fulfilled its revelationary distinct requirements 	ushered in Grace under the law of faith. Our Lord Jesus’ teaching came not as a ‘bolt out of the blue’; but that he taught decisive fulfillment of the Prophets’ and Father’s Words which 	brought about irresistable miracles in mankind’s heart; teachings Paul fully developed to the Corinthians.
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Graeme and his wife Vel provide an epi-grammatic interpretation to Acts 21 according to our belief. A vow [verse 23] was taken either to perform something or to abstain from a thing or food in return for God’s favour and was entered into by zealots and those passionate for God’s Holy Law. The Nazirite vow provided that scholars consecrate their hair unto Yahweh. The Lord Jesus [Who had the fullest measure of the Holy Spirit] stated there was no need to ‘vow or fast’ while His Presence was around and one ought to have a proper reason for a vow1. Ancient Mosaic pacts/Covenants were entered into and concluded with blessings and curses2. Curses followed a breach in the ancient date3 . The point Paul made on numerous occasions was that it was impossible to fully obey the Law and that Christ had fully absorbed all ‘curses’ all those years ago on the Cross saying “It is finished!” [mankind’s debt was paid in full]. The believers’ obligation was now drastically reduced to only two Commandments – Love the Lord God with all one’s heart, soul, strength and mind; and love one’s fellowman as oneself. In verse 9 Paul was prophetically warned by the Holy Spirit not to enter Jerusalem. Prophetic women in the Old Testament included Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, Noadiah, Isaiah’s wife and Anna4. Being a citizen of Tarsus meant Paul was not always obliged to reside there, for the protection of a citizen’s rights [v 32] was available throughout the provinces/Roman Empire5 and citizens were not always subjects. People outside its boundaries were categorised as Peregrini. ANY PERSON may know Jesus Christ and may pray to Him for salvation if he or she wishes to.    





Footnotes


1	The word Nazirite means ‘to abstain’, ‘to separate’ and the origin is pre-Mosaic as the Semite Habiru often left their hair uncut with the undertaking of receiving divine help. Paul 	capitulated on what appears to be a non-essential point, however when one takes another look the Text shows Paul drawing close to his Jewish friends after being persuaded by the 	elders to purify himself. In Matthew 9:14ff the Lord himself strongly contrasted the reliance upon the law as being “old wineskins” merely to illustrate that with Grace a brand new 	‘way’ is introduced. The “new wine” logically ought not to be poured into old wineskins as Grace and Law are not compatible. Others need to know this Grace and Paul, filled with 	the Holy 	Spirit and extremely knowledgeable in the ways of the law, was way ahead of the game to take Christ to the nations. Concerning the making of vows Jesus stated “Let your 	yes be yes, and your no be no”. Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament law however Grace is much much more, due to the fact that the Presence of the Holy Spirit is operative.


2	As a child Moses was taught by his mother and also interacted at a complex level within a mixed society  – foreign artisans, warriors, attendants to a King, fanbearers, couriers, 	charioteers, merchants, sea-captains, royal princes and princesses. Moses enjoyed a technical upbringing and was trained to speak different languages, their scripts requiring mostly 	only application not genius to learn, however Moses was keenly intelligient, competently wrote Israel’s Covenant Law with God and stands pars pro toto for the Old Testament. On a 	fundamental level he was Israel’s supreme leader and was so jealous for God’s name that this alone explains his achievements. Moses called God’s people out of long 	suffocating 	bondage and made known God’s relationship with the Habiru in a “suze-rainty” or Covenant which took the form of “civil” statutes regulating daily life for Israel, promulgated no 	later than the 13th Century B.C.  


3	Rites, treaties and Covenants in the Near East were concluded as early as 2331 BC and incorporated issues such as divorce, birthright, inheritance, slavery, desertion, slander, taxes - 	through various tokens [e.g. a blemished animal sacrifice cut, a pile of memorial stones or offerings/vows taken Lev 22:21]. Gen 21:23-25 sees Abraham in a dispute over water-rights.   	Breaches happened due to inter alia intention, conditions despised, not taken solemnly and forgotten, falsified, profaned, transgressed; if honoured blessings followed, however 	serious penalties when breached. Usually two witnesses confirmed, some counting upon “heaven and earth” as witnesses. One might be forgiven today for thinking how ‘ancient’ 	the historical facts sound – in the correct context though the Cross becomes critically relevant. “In Christ there is now therefore no condemnation” [Romans 8:1]. Each believer reads 	the Word, believes in faith and applies its Truth.


4	Ex 15:20, Judg 4:4, Nehemiah 6:14, Isaiah 8:3, Luke 2:36-38. The interplay of mighty work and prophecy in the Old Testament corpus intermingles history, prophecy and records man’s 	response to God’s revelation sometimes obedient too often disobedient yet human. The central message both men and women prophets communicated was salvation.  New 	Testament prophecy comprises classic unity of prediction, proclamation and Grace with Christ today always in the centre and glorified in consolidated alignment with the Word. 


5	The Roman Law was favourable towards its citizens and would extend all manner of military assistance should one of their own appear to be in need of protection.
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Graeme and his wife Vel attest to God’s Elect One in Acts 20 and bless the Name of Jesus Christ according to our faith. Rome had not been visited by Paul the Apostle and yet a Church commenced solely by Jews who had come to the faith during Pentecost (Acts 2) and who spread Christ’s Truth upon returning home to Rome. Paul wrote a proper explanation for issues such as - guilt and the religious law, salvation, faith, the merits of relationship between Jew and Gentile and the consequences thereof, he in addition incorporated a “day to day management” guideline for the Church to follow. The numerous young believers1 that supported Paul brought gifts from various Churches that Paul had started around Asia2. Paul taught that God Himself has taken over the responsibility which would otherwise have exacted vengeance and He has sprinkled forgiveness upon the believer3 and is fully aware who’s heart is devoted to Him. Paul worked, wrote tirelessly and preached that Jesus is the Elect One Whom God Himself placed His Spirit upon. Christ’s message was not sine dies without a future date in mind, the future is in God’s control alone, and He reassures believers that His Elect One will not fail nor be discouraged until the full establishment of His justice is upon the earth4. The Holy Spirit Himself works in concert with the purposes of God by distributing ‘gifts’ to the Churches expressly to direct, instruct and encourage them to stay on the path of redemption. The believer receiving the gift might not of necessity always be the wealthiest, or in the most prominent position or indeed have an exemplary genealogy line - its only criteria says the Word of God is a singular heart to see the Kingdom and purposes of God come through Christ5. Paul worked his tentmaking craft supporting himself and his helpers working alongside him6. 


May God bless the children of Israel and the community of believers. ANY PERSON who wishes to turn to God’s Elect One and worship Him, may call upon His name, Jesus.    





Footnotes


1	The epistolary aorist companions were the truest of friends and very strong loyal men who had hearts for God and who stood as guards over Paul. God used them in such a way that 	Paul was humbled with gratitude for them. Their names - Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, Tychicos, Trophimus and Eutychus. See 2 Cor 8:1-21 for Paul’s guidelines.


2	They always gave with a joyful heart which Paul commended. Paul addressed any attempt to use a gift as a ‘bribe’ saying it was proleptic and wholly inappropriate - all the Apostles 	rejected such ‘unsustainable gifts’.  


3	Calvary belongs to the age of the entry of Christ into the world and the age of the Holy Spirit is still operative always administering according to the Word. Men and women find 	fulfillment in the Word of God and Christ is obligated [but now through the Holy Spirit] to bring about His Father’s purposeful plan for the restoration of fellowship between God and 	man.  


4	Isaiah 42:1ff. Israel brought knowledge of God and Christ brought God Himself to the world and the Holy Spirit teaches the believers to love the fainthearted, the weak, those tempted 	to despair and and those with little or no opportunity in life. The Scriptures testify that the Gentiles through the sacrifice of Christ and in His Name produce the purest of offerings. 	Jesus is the red heifer, the purest sacrifice and the only sacrifice acceptable to the Father in heaven due to the fact that Father in heaven provided it and paid dearly for it.


5	The gift of prophecy was conferred upon men and women by the Holy Spirit who are both under the same standard of worship. The Apostles experienced a far more compendious 	measure of the Holy Spirit that equipped them to endure the greatest struggles and difficulties when initiating the actual spread of Christ’s message. We see now in the modern age 	that the fruit and gifts of the Holy Spirit are still operative according to the Word of God and due to the fact that Christ is alive, His objectives aligned always with the Word are ongoing 	and no-one is able to deliver out of His Hand nor reverse what He has already begun [see Isaiah 43: 13]; and not only has and will Christ save the Gentiles, He will raise up the tribes of 	the preserved ones - once more God will choose to bless Jerusalem [Zec 2:11,12].


6	See 1 Thess 2:9. 
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Graeme and Vel submit our research1 from reading the Text of the Lord at 2 Corinthians 1 & 2. Paul wrote three letters to the Corinthians however one was never received. The stance taken by the Apostle in ch 1&2 contained more of a defensive tone, was deeply personal, was protective of his position that brought ‘correction’ he felt the Church was in need of, not once but a second time. Paul knew he was on the right track when news reached him whereby a few Corinthian believers had begun to show maturity and commitment to Christ. Paul reminded them of their rapport, their link, their affiliation with God and administered a tip-off – that they guard their souls against false travellers who peddled God’s Word2. Timothy was one of Paul’s travelling companions who had previously ministered to the Corinthian Church and accompanied Paul on his second journey – Timothy was one whom Paul had immense respect for and after reading Timothy’s report regarding the disorganisation, immorality and lack of belief in the Corinthian Church it had the impact of Paul making an unscheduled visit to attend matters in person, having regard for the particular member who had spurred the congregation into an “unclean pagan” category of worship3, Paul made it clear temporary expulsion was a serious matter and the corresponding action had to be full restoration after remorse had been shown. Correction therefore ought to be not too harsh nor too lenient. God’s comfort delivered strength, encouragement and hope on the one hand while the Church’s dependance upon Christ’s purposes meant fellowship with the Lord Jesus was to be the believer’s ‘constant contact’. Paul made it clear that the Church needed to fully engage through worship, prayer and missions, all skills and talents telling others of Christ’s great love, being faithful just as Christ was faithful, therefore the Church should aspire to grow for the kerygmatic message of Christ, that He came to save. Paul ministered that every new believer belonged to God’s own heart and the Holy Spirit was the guarantee of things to come. The young convert, Titus whom Paul loved, upon whose shoulders it fell to deliver Paul’s ‘sorrowful’ letter of correction4 also bore Church offerings to the desperate Jerusalem Church. In setting the direction for Church success, Paul taught that by necessity every believer’s testing [humbling as it was] had a greater purpose and that was to give every Christian a chance to repent and significantly change as each was a vehicle for the anointing of God Who loved all humbled believers jealously and was truthful with each one. Paul claimed that it was advisable during a testing to simply ‘stand’. Ex post facto the testing every member was able to “resume” worship and service to God due to the forgiveness of Christ pronounced over the believer’s life from the moment of first belief to eternity - Salvation itself though, was a process. Through testings the Church as a whole, became progressively better suited at handling the Word of Truth which confirmed God’s promise that believers were always led in triumph5. ANY PERSON is most welcome to pray to Lord Jesus for Salvation and the Bible says you shall certainly find Him there where you genuinely prayed.


Footnotes


1	Source for all research and citations is extracted from the bibliography heads on page 1. The consolidated citations cover all material that is resourced and listed. Our commentaries are 	non-exhaustive and contain little disputes and technical contraversions the purpose being to be not too complex nor far-reaching. The credibility of the writer pertains to the express 	purpose of positioning Father God first and Christ His Son offering His Salvation at the centre of everything. 


2	Peddlars took the retail profits for selfish gain showing scant concern for customers nor for quality of product. This differentiated from the message of Christ’s Salvation which carried 	authority, truth and loving regard towards the unsaved, the poor and those lacking opportunity. Christ showed actual concern for every soul He saved and for the unsaved.    


3	Figurines, votaries and temple hierodoules contaminated and distracted believers however the central objective was actually to rob them of all of their money.  


4	Friends once dear in the Lord’s service in Corinth, through deep genuine disappointments in life such as poverty, family issues, lack of work, lack of money etc had been “turned” to 	worldly ways and exploitations, a cause of deep sorrow to Paul who prayed “return, repent and you shall be forgiven, for the Son of God loves everyone and Father welcomes you back.”    


5	The Church adhered to Paul’s teaching that the nature of testings might vary, and “being led in triumph” meant that God had purpose and He taught the Church to be objective, embrace 	testings, forgive others, pray for leaders in the Church and all governments everywhere to be blessed in their endeavours. Members held to their belief that “Christ is Lord”. 





Majesty   -   The Best Songs of Fellowship, Christian Art Media, Disc one, cut 8 by ‘Delirious’ [an amazing offering to sing]. 
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Graeme and his wife Vel in accordance with our belief proffer a brief, creative theological synthesis of Acts 19. By the power of Father’s Spirit the believer is authorised to say “I am adopted into the family of God.”1  Paul’s exegetical argument was that God loved all people and the Disciples and Apostles were sent to draw a people from all corners of the earth who had previously lost fellowship with God to restore it.2  Usually the Holy Spirit filled a person at the moment of first belief however in this instance God permitted the gift of the Holy Spirit to happen later. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit had its objectives in the fact that God wanted unity in the Church mixed with sound doctrine. Commercially, Ephesus was a business capital of the Roman province of Asia and hub of sea and land transportation making Ephesus a base of evangelisation for the whole province of Asia. Paul worked in the Synagogue and then later in the lecture-hall at Tyrannus between 11am to 4pm,  since many people did not work during those hot hours they came to hear Paul’s teachings. God used the sons of Sceva to illustrate a significant distinction between the ordinary incantations and the Power of the Holy Spirit. God works His Power through those whom He chooses3 and God’s Power cannot be tapped into for money nor can it be used like a charm. The euphoria Paul felt changed its characteristic when faced another day with a volatile, clamorous mob rioting for citizens’ rights to earn a living. The mob stirred up by Demetrius (verse 33) turned anti-Semitic and anti-Christian and proclaimed their “right to a livelihood” which was legislated in Roman law4. Paul had friends who were military officials and when Paul sought to iron out the difficulties by addressing the crowd he was pre-warned to stay away5. The military leaders were responsible for stamping out riots, otherwise not only would they be removed from office, but the entire town would be put under martial law which further meant many civic freedoms might be taken away6. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to have fellowship with God restored, may call upon the Lord Jesus, right where you are.   





Footnotes


1	This is called a re-birth and can only be effected by the divine power, the Holy Spirit of God. The work for the Lord from the outset is never self-directed but always pointed to and 	had regard for the restoration of ALL people whom God loves.   


2	The supreme worth of Jesus, His esteemed and honourable position as Son of God and indeed His being “at-One-with-God” and worthy of the worship that is fitting for God Himself - 	was the rich source of material the early Church drew upon. 


3	The sons of the Chief Priest paid a heavy price jointly and severally for embarking recklessly on their own mission. The incident impressed Jew and Gentile alike and many 	mountebanks burnt all their paraphernalia associated with their craft as they all confessed Jesus Christ as Lord and laid their lives before God.	 


4	Paul remembered the amazing work Christ wrought upon the Cross and saw the lesson - God loves all people and wants all men and women to be restored to Him.  According to 	God’s Word, Paul was obligated to obey the government and separate himself from the rash of the mob. To do this he drew upon the highest example in the history of man - Christ’s 	obedience to His Father – all of which had the outcome of truly holy behaviour emanating from Paul. See Romans 13:1   


5	Doctor Gamaliel’s words of wisdom “be tolerant, not repressive” were saliently apposite for Paul. He saw the fervant ardor and zeal the people of Ephesus showed to the statue 	[built at around 600 B.C. – more or less around the time Daniel was taken captive into Babylon], which was linked directly to trade and income, earned albeit from the 	‘unsophisticated’ 	who pinned their hopes on short term bliss.  Paul was reminded that it is God alone Who draws those who are seeking Him and the letter to the Ephesians later contained less fanatical 	strain (remember Paul himself had fanatically hounded the Christians before conversion), and more of God’s love, authority and critical timing.  The Grace of God came from higher 	ground and reminded the believers of the relevant truth to – encourage weaker Christians, give honour to church leaders, avoid mob riots, stay away from revenge, comfort the 	frightened, resist evil, be joyful, pray continuously, be thankful in circumstances [God always has a better Way], do not smother the Holy Spirit, count on the fact that 	Jesus - the 	Bible assures us - will never fail nor will He be discouraged in the work Father gave Him to do [which is on-going and full of Life at this point].  


6	The officer in charge who gained control when the ‘volatile riots’ broke out was the leading civic official reporting directly to Rome.
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Graeme and Vel examine [non-exhaustively] the nature of Paul’s connections in furtherance of the Gospel. Acts 18 is a triumphant historical event evidencing growth in the early Church where some exciting new leaders came in, successes were gained in key cities and the Presence of the Holy Spirit worked with the leadership quenched apprehension and encouraged them.  Aquila and Priscilla were paripatetic converted Jewish leatherworkers or tentmakers and were staunch friends of Paul1 who stayed with them and shared their craft. They hosted a house-Church for training and worship, [as tentmakers their home being portable they also travelled and preached] enjoyed the breaking of bread and reading Scriptures to one another. Paul addressed the Synagogue Jewish members and Greeks, that the Lord Jesus was the very Messiah predicted by the Prophets in the Old Testament and Crispus the Synagogue ruler and all his household2 believed in the Lord and were baptised. Gallio was Proconsul of Achaia who made an important jurisdictional blanket-decision and in lieu of this the Church saw a path wide enough to take the message of Christ further into the Roman empire3. For a year and 6 months Paul worked and preached demonstrably in Corinth, established a Church and wrote two letters to the Thessalonian believers; thereafter left for Turkey, Galatia and Phrygia. In a surprise turn of events, Apollos, who was an Alexandrian Jew, scholar and orator “hearing what John the Baptist had taught”4 who focussed on “repentance from sin” and that “the Messiah would come”, was sequestered by Aquila and Priscilla who preached comprehensively regarding Christ’s life, crucifiction,  resurrection and the promise of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling Presence. Apollos used his gifts of logic, synchronising the Old Testament and the Gospel and debated effectively with opponents of the Gospel turning many to the Truth.  ANY PERSON who wishes to repent of their sins, may in Jesus name, if he or she so wishes. 


Footnotes


1	Some couples know how to make the most of life and Aquila and Priscilla formed an effective team verifying the facts about Christ. In marriage and ministry they were always together 	and worked for the objectives of Christ’s Grace. We are seeing more of Paul’s nature – the criteria for people chosen to present the Gospel alongside him, his calculated schedules, 	plans, his programs to reach his beloved “habiru” the Jewish nation, his decisions, meticulous diary dates, and the distinctive elements they all made use of to present the facts to 	everyone about Christ’s resurrection.  


2	A man of his position repenting of his sins, accepting salvation and being baptised was potentially very significant. A wonderful occasion to be baptised by Paul himself [a Jewish 	religious leader by a Jewish Christian] which meant he could take the message to his own Jewish friends and their households. There is no Hebrew word in the Old Testament for the 	modern English word ‘family’, bar the word “bayiṯ” which means ‘house’. The ‘house of Israel’ includes the ‘whole nation’ – one might thus conclude ‘his whole household’ meant 	‘everyone living under his rule in his own home’. [We heard recently a Methodist Minister requested his next-door neighbour, a clergy of another denomination, to fully baptise him.]	


3	Gallio AD 52-53  [a fixed point in Paul’s chronology], Achaia was a wide area. Writers such as Gallio’s brother, Pliny and Tacitus witnessed nothing to Gallio’s discredit. His vigorous 	refusal to prosecute without a forma specifica charge against the Christians (Roman law was not threatened at all, he reasoned) and the concomitant ease with which Paul continued 	his preaching earned Gallio a mention in Acts. Paul’s guidance to the Christians was written down in the form of letters. The nomen “Christian” was one of many. Others were 	Christiano, Christian(o)i or Christus. A humorous moment regarding the nomen took place at a meeting between Paul and ‘smart’ Herod Agrippa II [Act 26:28]. Herod was attracted 	by prima facie evidence about Paul who was the subject of a private claim. Herod requested an informal meeting, the purpose of the proceedings to provide Herod with full and 	frank 	information about Paul’s experiences. Agrippa II, after listening to Paul’s precise testimony about spreading the Gospel, satirically remarked - “In a moment you’ll be persuading me to 	enroll as a Christianus” (  


4	Apollos had critical understanding of the Old Testament and when he read “a lamb was provided by God Himself to take away the sins of the world” he saw the logic of Christ being 	the Lamb provided once for all. He was touched to the heart on hearing about Jesus from Aquila and Priscilla and God used him further , combining his profound understanding of 	the Prophetic predictions that Jesus was the Saviour sent to “make it right between man and God”.  It remains quite extraordinary, that Paul and the leaders of the Church, who for 	all intents and purposes were exceptionally learned men and women, were neither haughty, proud or unapproachable - instead they were the most willing learners – a salient example 	to all who have “learning” and wish to be used of God. 
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Graeme and Vel read Acts 17 and the generous hope it brings to our understanding. Regarding the further spread of the Good News, Paul was sent to Thessalonica which was a principle metropolis on two main routes east and west; and Berea was a prosperous city with a strong Jewish colony1. Thessalonica was situated on the Thermaic Gulf, was chief seaport of Macedonia, founded in 315B.C. visited by Paul A.D. 49 or 502.  No one single manner of implementation emerges in the New Testament bar the principles inter alia on - the congregation united, Christ as Head, the power of ministerial Church officials, a senior principle officer and/or a hierarchy of clergy. It is interesting that we find the word “Scripture” for the first time - the “gegraptai”3  embodied the actual sacred writings and later the actual preaching and teachings of the Apostles who proclaimed the wonderful works of God4. Our Lord Jesus Christ at His own home Synagogue proclaimed to the congregation “The Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor…to preach deliverance to the captives5”.  Paul taught the great tidings  - the Creator Himself knows us well; He has a Name and knows our names; He determines times and dwelling boundaries; we have life after death; entire households will be saved. Deliverance for the captives evidenced - the despised were loved, the staunch converted, the faltering empowered in defence before rulers, one once shy addressed multitudes, a Centurion preached the Gospel. 


ANY PERSON may believe in Christ, search the Scriptures and find God’s direction, if they so wish. [Use Jesus Christ’s name when praying].  





Footnotes


1	The diaspora colonies Paul preached and carried Jesus’ universalist message to were inside and outside the Jewish religious Law. The eloquent Paul found it refreshing that they 	were capable of being “fair-minded” and could “hear the other side” – Jesus favoured from the outset the audi alteram partem rule 


2	The book of Thessalonians was written once Paul had left after 2-3 months and reflected primarily the doctrine of the return of Christ highlighting succinctly the impact of the 	resurrection that Christ is de facto still approachable.  A young Church in a stormy setting taking its first steps in faith left Paul praying for their growth and he encouraged them 	to continue working very hard. They consisted of members from the Jewish Synagogue as well as former Gentiles pious due to their alignment with diaspora Jewish faith and good 	social metaphysics and Paul later learned they had all blossomed under the Grace and favour of the Holy Spirit.	 


3	Meaning “It stands written in the Scriptures”, occurs 60 times in the New Testament. Scribe-written authentic documents of the  Old Testament Bible Canon - the Ke ṯuḇim 		“writings” of the Pentateuch, Prophetic books, and harrowing book of Job in which God in its correct season delivered Job with a most powerful hand. The Bible [not yet between 	two covers] was a memorised list of scrolls in early Church days and we have the un-Philonic Paul to thank for his Semitic language and background against which the Scriptures were 	understood within the Hebrew context forming a framework, see 2 Tim 3:16 “[a]ll Scripture is inspired by God”. The Apostles authoritative teaching on general principles of ethical 	instruction, social and political obligations, prayer duty, ordinances such as baptism and the Lord’s Supper, were admonitory and un-coercive.       


4	The Prophets alone [Old Testament] had the privilege of writing the record and committed a clear account to the Scribes and Masoretes regarding the ancient writings. The calibre 	of the Essene scribes who solemnly conflated many of the ancient scrolls later found archeologically at Qumran, was that they considered their duties seriously and carefully observed the 	Mosaic Law. In both Testaments God warns “[L]et none tamper, remove or amend any Scriptural writings” at Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32 and the locus classicus caution at Revelation 	22:18,19.  


5	Luke 4:18-19; 2Tim 1:11 Paul’s message of God’s love for all mankind through His Son whom He raised up is applicable to Christians today, at Paul’s final place of preaching in Acts 17 	some of the prominent hearers of his message were incurious about anything bar trading demotic. 


6	Paul’s express intention was to spread the doctrine of Christ and he warned the Church throughout letters about the “new abstract teachings” that could strike a fatal blow to one’s 	faith if not carefully checked –  the intangible abstract thoughts, esoteric myths, shadows, metaphors and schemes of inappropriate worship belonged not to Christian Church doctrine 	and the Church was to consider the proper construction of tenets like forgiveness, justice, peace, love, kindness, mercy of God and the superiority of Christ God’s Son. See Hebrews 	1:5a,b and 13 “You are my Son, today I have begotten You”, and “To which of the angels did He say You are my Son”…“Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 	footstool”.
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Graeme and his wife Vel draw from the following precepts in a non-wholesale exegesis from Acts 16. Timothy was young, raised to love God and was “set apart” by God to do the work of Christ1 which included a prophetic ministry specifically in the laying on of hands by the Apostle Paul as directed by the Holy Spirit. Timothy’s work entailed encouragment, attending routine church meetings with Paul, preaching and accompanying Paul to his much beloved Jerusalem Church where he worked with collection matters, dealt with false teachers2, supervised public worship and even appointed Church officials.  Timothy was well spoken of by the community, affectionate, a warm companion to Paul and the others, was God-fearing, loyal with the temperament of “a reluctant hero” but firm on the Truth and helpful.  Lystra was geographically obscure and hardly categorised as a colony since Rome had once intended to consolidate but further there was no suggestion of order or justice and Lystra was plagued with superstitious venerators, agitators via hostilities - in other words there was no known advantage except that Paul had envisaged Timothy establish a Church there where he could use the hometown as a base to minister to other cities around Lystra. Macedonia was an arable tract of land east of the Adriatic sea, centred on plains with great river valleys, famous for timber and precious metals; ruled by Kings, dynasties, tribally organised communities and cavalry Barons3. Rome established four federations of republics and subsequently as the seat of imperialism, assumed provincial control. Paul’s work in Macedonia marked a distinct development in the nature and scope of his evangelism and it was here that he emerged as an independent missionary leader preaching to all not precluding the wealthy Lydia, a merchant in purple who gave to the Church graciously. Having grown up in a network of inter-connected families, Paul was familiar with the social and religious elite, he took advantage of his high civil station and enjoyed the financial support of Macedonia’s cultivated circles who were also willing donors to the impoverished Jerusalem Church4. The Mosaic Code, the Prophets, Christ our Lord and the Apostles all preached that paganism and polytheism were to be precluded and the “offer” from the strange girl drew a reaction from Paul5 against syncretism.  


ANY PERSON may believe in Christ and praise the Father and Son with gladness once they are saved, with regularity. 





Footnotes


1	1 Tim 1:18; 1 Tim 4:14. Within Timothy’s birthline was a Jewish grandmother and Jewish mother. Paul took reasonable steps that had a much larger impact upon the strict yet cultivated 	Jewish leadership [including future missionary travels] hearing the message of Christ the Messiah and so he made a value judgment. God commissioned Paul as one who understood 	inter alia that “Christ was Yahweh’s firstborn”, He was “begotten of God”, the “Life was in the blood of Christ”, “His sacrifice was efficacious by virtue of His atoning death” and the 	revelation was taken to the Jewish religious Leadership. Exodus 29:33; Numbers 35:33; Lv 10:17 


2	Jesus related a substantial need for caution when hearing the “nice-sounding” messages, errors and distortions all of which were sourced from three motivations - money, prestige 	and self-promotion. The Apostles taught similarly to the Prophets  “prepare the way for God’s Servant Christ” and they preached “Christ’s resurrection” the availability of “Christ’s shed 	eternal blood not only covered our sins but completely removed the violation from God’s sight”, for “due to the fact He is alive, Christ Himself was witness in heaven”. What the 	false teachers taught was destructive to God’s objectives, not to mention their ignorance of God’s pre-ordained plan. Matthew 24:23,24  


3	They were lower ranked political figures, commanders of divisions, warriors or soldiers assigned to battles that required quick mobility. 


4	Mentioned in Paul’s letters Rom 15:26; Phil 4:15-18


5	Paul obeyed his instincts which was to preclude paganism and polytheism. However it is interesting to note the girl could not see that in her own life there was no equal bargaining 	power between the parties and that others were enriching themselves at her expense while she worked all day with maybe a paltry amount to show for it. In the Old Testament the 	practice was held as equivalent to a “snare” that entraps, or a bird trap that pins a bird to the ground or a noose, or alternatively something that is hunted suddenly. Deut 18:10-11. In 	the New Testament these matters are patently inappropriate for the believer to contemplate. Instead believers are encouraged to praise the Lord as Paul and Silas did with joy and 	praise right through troubled moments - this being a mark of God’s people who are in closest fellowship with Him the One being praised. Praise is independent of mood and is an 	expression of gladness.
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Graeme and his wife Vel didactically breakdown the contextual meaning of 1 Corinthians 1. Two of Paul’s letters written regarding immorality are on the record at 1 and 2 Corinthians. Paul’s one year and six month visit in A.D. 52 to Corinth was preceded by Gallio in A.D. 51 [the Proconsul who refused to prosecute Christians without pro forma claims] and Erastus was the aedile Paul alluded to as city treasurer. Together these men presented a powerful backbone and influence for the morals of Faith within Corinth to the obedience of Christ so that men and women might be saved and further speak well of Christ to others. Paul visited with Titus Justus, Crispus the leader of the Synagogue; and Aquila and Priscilla who enjoyed an exceptionally large tender supplying tents to the Roman military with whom Paul himself laboured. The Corinthians lived through the gritty, exciting world of trade with its ‘myths’, cargoes and ‘knowledge’ whose industry flowed through a narrow port1 culminating in the Church with fleshly ‘excesses’ on the one hand and ‘innovating ideas’ imported on the other. The congregant members showed mixed reactions to Paul’s teachings however he practically settled any doubts concerning inter alia - the silversmiths2 votary shrines that taught ‘veneration by sight’; were derivative to the Christian tenet “walk by faith and not by sight”; guild-sponsored banquets serving meat offered previously to idols3; market purchases causing reluctance for thoughtful Christian wives [expected to be of good morals] – were they at liberty to purchase the meat; the banquets provided food for poor hungry souls – however were the poor free to avail themselves on a continual basis of unclean meals4. Paul’s perspective was to take reasonably effective steps in maintaining the unity of Christ’s Authority, His Grace and the peace it brought; the beneficial work of Christ; the progression of moral accomplishment within the believer; sanctification [minimising sin] in the believer and the intense struggle within the believer wrought through the Holy Spirit, as He inscribed God’s Law of Love on the believer’s heart. The believer working in conjunction with the Paraclete acknowledged where he or she fell short of God’s glory; the Church’s obligation to dispense with groundless arguments; and praise to God through Christ as the believers obeyed the Law of Love [Ro 7:8; Ezr 3:11,12]. ANY PERSON who wishes to identify with Christ’s Wonderful Work on the Cross; must pray to Jesus for Salvation. He assures you He can hear you.  


Footnotes


1	The Peloponnese were jetty-harbours, rocky coastals and treacherous so trade was concentrated through a narrow isthmus in the Saronic gulf where merchants traded in ceramics, timber, 	metal, Samian pottery, purple goods with purple dye from the madder root [Lydia Acts 16:14], bronze, ornaments, mirrors, amulets, souvenirs, oysters, cornish tin, raw material for tent-	making, black fleece [the evidence of which today is still genetically apparent], eye-salve and ‘white garments’ [see Matt 28:3 for the writer’s interesting adjective]. Trading activities’ ebb 	and flow varied with shifting military and political conditions and later State interference caused over-regulation and trade embargoes. Cenchreae was Phoebe’s outport hometown where 	her Church invited Paul to preach [Ro 16:1-2].  


2	Skilled artisan ‘families’ [Acts 19], allotted artistic property, consisted of inter alia stonemasons, engravers of gems, dyers, fullers, wood-workers [wood for Tabernacle fitments], metal 	manufacturers, shipwrights. Israel manufactured millstones [Our Lord issued a stern warning Luke 17:2]. Basalt came from the volcanic hills of N Gilead, shipped off to Spain, Italy and N 	Africa.  


3	Legislated religious freedom allowed for pagan cultic worship. A small percentage of the meat was offered to the idol which was then followed by a cultic meal within the precinct. Paul 	urged believers to 	make an appropriate decision in their service to God, a life offered in service to God must be a living breathing commitment as Christ’s sacrifice was. The lodestar of 	Paul’s rational teaching was their piecemeal process of reasoning in aligning themselves each with a different leader was inappropriate, they ought to be tolerant of others, buy the food 	they needed if it was their principal source of food, remain in unity, follow ‘Christ crucified’ as the single most important principle, always give glory to God, never to man. [See also Hebr 2:17 	where Paul addressed Jewish believers in the diaspora, however the 	teaching is consistent as its a principle of faith]. Christ as High Priest is committed always, there is nothing He is unable 	to evaluate as He has experienced every temptation yet remained without sin. See also 	[Hebr 12:28, Hebr 13:15 describing the characteristic of the Kingdom of God and duties of believers].      


4	Jewish Priests offered a ‘without defect’ sacrifice to God as substitute payment for sin; Jewish law thus forbade dealing in pagan markets or eating unclean food. The logical Greeks held to a 	pantheon of deities with many names and characteristics; and placed enormous emphasis too upon physical accomplishment - it was said of the Greeks “military training began in the gym”. 	Paul reviews the power of God with relevant considerations to both the Jewish and Greek debate - Christ’s death has cleared the believer’s name, has power going forward to change a 	person into God’s glory and has power to determine  peace to the nations and to the world.  


Praise the Name of Christ -  Worship Box Hymns CD2 of 3, song number 10 [Christian Art Media, Kingsway 2012]
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Graeme and his wife Vel proffer continuing general non-exhaustive comments in respect of the New Testament and in particular attention is paid to Paul’s letter at [1 Cor 8] relating to knowledge, idols and the position of one who truly loves God. Paul qualified his confession of monotheism and stated that while there existed perjorative influences in the world1, the Church rather focussed upon Father of Creation and His Son Jesus Christ  - “for us, only One God the Father and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ through Whom are all things and through Whom we live”. It is Biblical doctrine that Christ overcame all bondage including persuasions over food2. Paul’s strong words to those aspiring to leadership positions urged them to not by improper confidence influence the weaker believer away from God but rather, out of due consideration for the weak, wisdom dictated a temporary restraint from eating the offending meat seeing as the more ‘tested’ believer had strength to understand. Freedom was not to be interpreted as “anything goes” and Paul counselled leading members to act in the power of love causing none to doubt God’s manner of working. For the weaker believer Paul advised they ought to not hinder other believers by making up unnecessary eating criteria however to rather adopt the criteria of love to God as the directing principle. Paul taught that leaders should adopt the glory of God as their controlling purpose by providing special training and teaching direct from God’s Word3. The leaders should consult and interpret issues of scrupulosity correctly between differing groups that all might be brought together again in peace. The Bible’s message is its witness of God’s mighty offensive against sin in His historical purpose of redemption through Christ His only begotten Son. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to please God by committing to a new life in Christ, you may call upon the Lord Jesus to save you - and you are found again.    


Footnotes


1	The Bible recorded “spirit-agents” of varying classes manifested predominately in the New Testament as a rash during Christ’s time on earth with characteristic “irrational outbursts 	and flare-ups” in direct opposition to His divine work. Our Lord Jesus dealt decisively and severely with the spirit-agents by exerting the full authority of the Godhead over them as 	He cast them out. It was recognised the power that cast them out was greater than human and that Christ did not destroy the spirit-agents but merely cast them out so that they would 	not harm people [Mk 1:24; Lk4:39] and also so that business profit could be restored where shame and poverty had denied good families any benefits. The spirit-agents certainly 	acknowledged Who Christ was, see Lk 4:30-37 and besides confirming Christ’s Identity, the unclean spirits revealed their own destiny –  they were aware that they would be destroyed at 	some prescribed time and it was here early in Christ’s ministry they asked if He was going to destroy them. The prescribed time for their destruction is known only to our Father in heaven 	and our Lord Jesus confirmed He does not have access to the facts as to when the Father has set the prescribed time; and neither does any person, creature or created agent, Matthew is 	firm on the doctrine, Mtt 24:36. Jesus gave serious warnings about the terrible reality of God’s judgment regarding these agents. Believers must maintain their praise and a warm robust 	relationship towards Father God and our Lord Jesus, everyday and always. 


2	Meat bought at the market attached to the communal aspect of family meals which carried over into the religious sphere. The Old Testament Hebrews sought divine fellowship 	through Passover, Sacrifices and Feasts also adhering strictly to imparted Levitical purification from sin, the ashes of the red heifer [Num 19, Deut 21:1-9]. For Christians, the most sacred 	meal is the Lord’s Supper instituted by Christ prior to His Crucifiction where the Church symbolically partook of His broken body and shed blood in His remembrance and for remission of 	sins. Brotherly and sisterly love among believers, irrespective of money, genealogy or position frequently preceded celebrations of the Lords Supper. The witness of Scripture to the 	licentiousness and debauchery at paganistic meals was explicit. The trend towards “independence and freedom” pagans so proudly sought actually rendered them slaves to their 	own desires from which there was no purification before God. In Mk 7:19  our Lord Jesus Himself opened up  a new way by expressly pointing out,  food did not enter the heart but the 	stomach, disseminated and eliminated. Believers-in-Christ could thus never be defiled and one should use the opportunity to give thanks to the Father before eating, for His provision. 	[Which e.g. is why Cain’s ‘sacrifice’ was unapproved by God –  Cain made no use of the animal already provided by God in the first place, but played to his own ego, see Gen 4:1-5] 


3	Leaders were not to  “cast themselves in God’s role” but were expected to wait patiently for young believers to develop. In the Christian faith the more one aspired to be a leader, 	the greater the onus to present oneself as ‘unleavened’, to not ‘turn sour’ and pass into ‘acidity’ which was a symbol of  man’s hereditary corruption. [Lev 10:12] points to the holiness of 	bread made without the lump of leaven, the grain-offering vicariously offered for man’s sin with no ground for boasting except to boast in Christ’s sacrifice and Grace now available. 


“This I believe” – Hillsong CD, Jesus No Other Name..
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Graeme and his wife Vel in humility continue to read God’s Word according to their faith and explicate the significance of God’s mind in loving sinners through Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour. The central theme in 1 Corinthians 2 is Paul’s teaching on the simplicity of the Gospel. The mind of man cannot perceive the things of God due to the fact that man’s carnal mind admittedly can be ‘turned’ with its material aspect of changeability and man can lie, whereas God’s mind cannot be changed, it remains the same yesterday, today and forever. God has such strength of mind that when He purposes for something He is able to hold to His determination and bring it to pass. Paul talks of the Spirit of God pertaining to the purposes of the Trinity1. Supreme wisdom exists in the Wisdom of the Father and Son in pre-planning Christ’s entrance into the earth from a place of pre-existence [the Bible talks of pre-ages – plural] with the Father and Father’s Spirit of Life, for purposes of mankind’s redemption [Ro 11:33]. Paul differentiates between three categories of wisdom – God’s Wisdom, the wisdom of this age and the believer’s wisdom in appropriating the ‘fear of God’2. The wisdom of this age speaks with excellence of speech, eloquent words, persuasively3. The simplicity of the Gospel of Christ crucified and resurrected is the wisdom of God through the power of the Holy Spirit, a mystery, un-touched or influenced nor persuaded by any human mind. By faith Christ is received. Each believer learns to have the mind of God in placing His Son Jesus at the centre of everything. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to call upon the Son of God to learn about the strength of His obedience, may pray to Him and He will save you.    





Footnotes


1	The Father does not change his mind and cannot lie. He and Christ purposed the crucifiction, resurrection and after Christ’s ascension the promise of the Holy Spirit, in order to lead the Church under the 	Headship of Christ. God’s purposes have flourished in Christ’s hand throughout the Apostolic age, the post-Apostolic age and the present age. The character of God is seen in 1 Sam 15:29 - “Strength of Israel” 	stating He shall not lie nor relent which is good news for the Children of Israel in the present age, they will acknowledge Jesus Christ as God purposed in God’s prescribed time. Mankind can change his mind -  	Herod [a man] changed his mind by initially professing a “keen desire to worship the Babe Jesus”, instead he animatedly acted out a lie by killing those under 2 years of age. God is “mindful” of men and women,	He does not change His mind, He chose to redeem mankind and will not concede, He is available, He answers prayers, He will never fail, Heb 2:6. Jesus Christ did not change His mind either – what did it take for 	Jesus Christ Who was for all intents and purposes was enjoying life, enjoying a close circle of warm friends, accepting invitations to dinner at tax collectors homes, caring for the poor, preaching about His 	beloved Father’s Kingdom, moving in miracles, praising God for power to love, increasing loaves of bread to feed multitudes, raising Lazarus and the widow’s young son from the dead – to then at the prescribed 	time, make the decision He and Father determined before “the ages” of the creation of the world, abide by it, not take a softer line, obey The Plan of Salvation, give Himself up, not place reliance on the Lord’s 	Angels to assist Him, endure a night prior to the Cross of such intense prayer that he sweat great drops of blood [a medical phenomenon]; endure a most humiliating time at the hands of one garrison [>120] 	in the Praetorium, suffer an excruciating death on a Cross - the actual sacrificial Lamb -  in order to save mankind. If there is a believer who understands this and places Christ at the apex of their life, the Bible 	states wisdom is not far away. The Scriptures explain why ‘no eye has seen nor ear has heard what God has prepared for those who love Him’. Firstly it is a confirmation of the hostile carnal mind that can be 	turned by various stimuli; and secondly it is singularly due to the fact that the carnal mind indeed cannot recognise God’s objectives. Leaders in battle history records, have ‘changed their minds’, people ‘change 	their minds’, mankind [states the Scriptures] does not apply his mind; the wrong friends can turn a mind, the love of money can cancel a Plan, preference for luxury can make a man tell untruths or tempt a man 	to embezzlement or worse still, a wrong ‘suggestion’ might lead to an unlawful action, a ‘penchant’ could lead a person along an unproductive pathway where they are unable to ‘give to the poor’. The Scriptures 	tell us the mind that is ‘born again’ is able to ‘see’ and ‘hear’ what God has prepared for those who love Him, Jn 3:1-21; Ro 8:7. 


2	The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom [Mtt 27:54] Godly fear recognises Salvation is possible only by God’s Son Christ Jesus because it is God’s Plan that Jesus “see His seed” [Isa 53:10]. The Christian faith 	recognises that the awesomeness of God remains unchanging, He is the same today, yesterday and forever, and believers learn to love the Lord God [with all the heart, soul, strength and…..mind]; under the 	guidance of the Spirit of sonship, the believer stays on the uncontroverted course that Christ be placed at the centre of everything. The Spirit of God searches the mind of God [the unrelenting mind of God that 	cannot lie] and then prays for the believer, to make the mind willing [1 Chr 28:9], to renew the mind [Ro 12:2] to be determined in Church unity [Ps 133; 1 Cor 1:10]. Godly fear enables one to give God 	the glory everyday and ascribe to Him all the praise and thanksgiving. 


3	Paul’s statement – man’s wisdom is limited, it comes to nothing. Being ‘worldly-wise’ will fade away along with other trendy things that inevitably fade. How often does the world remember those who have 	gone before for their brilliance and the answer is not often; someone else takes their place. Yet “Christ crucified” has remained and continues to be prominently presented through the world. The message of 	the Gospel is so simple and works in conjunction with the power of the Spirit of God.


	.  
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Graeme and his wife Vel read and put forward their understanding of the issues Paul raised at 1 Cor 3 where the Church was in danger of derailment.  Each Church leader built upon the factual foundation of Jesus Christ crucified and raised to Life.  The configuration of the heterogeneous Church at Corinth spoke of division, spiritual tardiness and impediment brought about by irrational competitiveness between congregants previously rooted in starkly diverse philosophies1 , born again and preached to, to which Paul issued a remedy for disunity. The members continued to act with pledged loyalties causing a disconnect as each one clung to separate messages preached. Paul being a pioneer, faced the crisis head on and pointed out that Christ Jesus was their “Superstar” and that the members must use their talents to serve God and seek no glory for themselves - otherwise their oratory might resemble an ampitheatre of clangor2, exacerbating the dissensions. Paul challenged leaders to diligently build with high quality materials such as singleminded devotion to God’s Word through personal sacrifice, hard work and their obedience should match God’s highest standards that on the Day of Judgment the faithful might be awarded. He planted the seed of God’s Word in their hearts and made use of Apollos’ talent that assisted believers to grow in Christ and be able to receive more than babes milk. The responsibility vesting on the teacher’s shoulders had great potential for stability3, it was imperative that they never permit themselves to be led by improper purposes.  The impact of the believer’s debt paid in full was to restore confidence in worship and a continuance of the obligation to respect their bodies as the actual temple of the Holy Spirit the idea of which is found in Paul’s history “pre-Christ”. Being Jewish he knew his ancestors had first worshipped in a Temple that demonstrated specific aspects of God’s Nature, where with detail and careful obedience to God’s meticulous instructions4 it was fashioned a central place for worship. It was not a commensurate life God sought but one where Christ’s Life5 was exalted as He was praised corporately. Paul taught believers must make their choice to worship God alone [no irrational considerations] and abide by the Commission6 of inviting others to know Christ and allow opportunity to follow Him. ANY PERSON who wishes to give their life to Christ may pray to Him - He answers you.     


Footnotes


1	The pre-Corinthian new believers served God with strains of past philosophies such as they were neither ‘hot nor cold’; they identified with teachings that emphasised atomic energy, cosmic laws and the love of 	money, fame and heroes; anything that brought ‘pain’ they avoided yet sought physical and mental pleasures (Acts 17:16ff) however Paul and others exhorted them to not share any interest direct or otherwise 	in any practices other than to remember the Gospel was with power to bring a believer and prodigal back into the confidence of the truth about God’s love. The Word of God on the one hand encouraged the 	meticulous upkeep of the physical body, soul and will, for members and the corporate community holding the place in their bodies where the Holy Spirit dwellt as sacred; and on the other hand believers were 	meant to give alms to the poor and spread the Gospel which meant God wanted them to look unto Him. Paul enjoined the brethren to enlist God’s help to shake themselves free from inappropriate energies and 	serveGod without shame.  


2	They evaluated oratory presentations [more than the actual content] with man’s wisdom and did not promote God’s purposes regarding the authority of Christ thus rendering their lives nothing but a “shell”. 


3	Paul explains in later Epistles inter alia what was required to be a servant of high quality [not perfect, just obedient]; greed, self-interest, bribery, favouritism or living for self-gratification should never feature; 	mistakes and general errors ought to be fixed ‘yesterday’.. There was no other way to view it - God wanted quality and so must be offered a service of quality. If one had power, position and title it was the Godly 	thing to do to assist those with little or no opportunity in life. It was a righteous act.	


4	Why the emphasis on adhering to God’s strict instructions in building the Temple? Firstly, the authority within the Temple ensured that the correct belief about Yahweh was kept intact; secondly, God’s holiness 	and the visions of the Prophets [always looking to Christ] inspired deep respect and awe; thirdly, God’s Commandments residing in the Ark of the Covenant saw to it that God Himself was honoured 	above the 	exploits of kings; forgiveness seen via the Temple’s furniture and its customs were great object lessons regarding the solemn seriousness of sin; fourthly the way was prepared for “the Messiah”  Who 	came to fulfill the Law not to destroy it, Who took upon Himself the full brunt of its worst punishment that was due for mankind; fifthly, the sheer beauty of God’s character inspired all human effort  to do more, 	worshippers threw themselves wholeheartedly into the highest achievements of engineering and science [not filling their pockets and not taking any credit for the craft] but wholly praising God for skills and 	talents they were born with that they might glorify Him in some way and be a part of His large community who loved Him and served Him with goodness of heart. 


5	The gift of Life generally, see [John 6:35, 17:3; Ac 2:32; Ro 8:11]. Spiritual death was life that precluded the presence of God; it attracted an eternal punishment, destruction, unquenchable suffering. There is no 	suggestion in the Bible that those who enter hell ever emerge from it. Paul preached believers may choose to worship God alone, and with passion, then turn and ask Jesus Christ to save all nations.   


6	A ‘Commission’ is charged or hired to do a task and yet believers are not hirelings, but sons and daughters of God who will be rewarded by Him for their service to Him and for love shown to all His people.  





“None but Jesus” Song 11, Hillsong Live, Mighty to Save CD 2006.
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Graeme and his wife Vel discuss the impact of Paul’s response to a letter the Corinthians wrote at 1 Corinthians 4 asking questions regarding the Church. Corinthian Church leaders were Chloe, Stephanas, Quartus, Erastus, Fortunatas, Achaicus and Phoebe who reported to Paul and stayed faithful to the Church’s cause.  Paul worked within a circle of prophets and teachers and incorporated some of their views in his letters [Act 13:1] however it was the words of Jesus that were Paul’s source. Paul taught the en Christō union was a realisation of the new age and the corporate body of Christ was an Old Testament-Judaic concept of a man as a unified being who lived in corporate solidarity. Historically, the Old Testament-Judaic “steward” had a fiduciary duty over the material aspects of his Superior’s ‘entire house’1 or might be responsible for overseeing scribal writings that recorded the Words of God2. In the New Testament [“NT”] Jesus our Lord spoke in Parables regarding the nature of the steward’s function and accountability3. Paul directed the Corinthians’ minds to the fact that the Gospel has power to effect changes in a person infilling them with Christ’s Life. Quartus was one who had been sent by Christ as part of “the seventy” under the teaching of Jesus to walk in humility, be careful in conduct and very forgiving in practise. In Luke 10:18 our Lord and Saviour spoke His Words over the ages forever - “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven, behold I give you authority to trample on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy and nothing shall by any means harm you”. Peter had also visited the Corinthians and it was he that the Father in heaven moved to vive voce witness regarding Christ His Son “You are the Christ! The Son of the Living God!” to which the astonished Jesus replied acutely “That was revealed to you by My Father in heaven, not by man” [Mtt 16:16].  Paul believed that current faith and practise were “already-but-not-yet-redemption”. Being a faithful steward had many meanings inter alia - stewards unto God were expected to render counsel that was wise and helpful; be an unyielding benefactor to the poor; deliver justice; pay their taxes; be a practical help regarding Church services; and Christian businessmen and businesswomen were expected to be honest, lawful, making appropriate financial arrangements4. Paul spoke of an accounting each one must give before God at the prescribed time of Christ’s judging the living and the dead5. ANY PERSON who wishes for Salvation may genuinely pray to the Lord Jesus Christ and He says He will give it to you.    


Footnotes


1	Gen 43:19, 44:4. Is 22:15 A steward attended to the necessary arrangements of the palace of a high ranking General or Politician who entrusted his or her affairs to the steward. A steward 	could also himself be a high court official with jurisdiction of keeping the writing materials preserved inter alia - flat stones, writing boards, papyrus, leather, parchment, ostraca or pottery 	so that it might not succumb to erosion. If  faced with a threat of war a Minister with invested authority might make preparations by selecting weapons from the armoury, inspecting 	walls and even building a water reservoir [imperative in the event of siege for the relevant period, in context]. 


2	As early as 3100 BC  onwards writings have been the hallmark of civilisation. Moses was a law writer and recorder of Yahweh’s Covenant e.g. – the terms of which revealed God’s 	expectations of His people; a recordal monitored their spiritual, legal enactments and meticulous details of various journeys.


3	OT Lev 25:23; 1Chr 29:14; Ps 24:1; Hag 2:8. NT Matt  12:36, Mtt 18:23, 20:8 25:14f; Lk 8:2-3, 12:20, 12:48, 19:15, Ro 14:12;  1 Cor 4:2; Gal 4:2;  1 Ti 6:20; 1 Pe 4:4, 5,10.  


4	In 2000 BC Babylonian legislation contained not mercantile regulations but exhortations to neighbourliness. Loans in Israel were charitable, tiding a peasant farmer  over a period of 	poverty, since the economy remained predominately agricultural. The Hebrew word for usuary  is nešek meaning “something bitten off” and nŏš ekĭm meaning “payers of interest”, 	“biters” conveying the idea of ‘eating away’ at the debtor’s repayment money. Rapacious exaction from a debtor and exhorbitant interest rates were not evident in Old Testament days 	as the first Jewish bankers emerged ex post the Exile, see [Mtt 21:12 and Lk 19:23, Jn 2:14,15]. The NT references unjust stewards [Lk 16:1-8] however, in keeping with a changed economy 	Jesus approved of investment to earn an income whilst retaining the traditional distrust of charges on a private loan. Classic Roman law A.D. 52 governed exchange rates however 	commissions were at the Temple’s discretion and it is interesting that when members came from the surrounds to pay Temple poll-tax, the money-changers set themselves up in the 	Gentile courts where Jesus expelled them forthwith due to avaricious practices. The medium of exchange before 701 BC was bartering however regarding the laws governing exchange 	rates - there were many varying coins depicting a vast number of permanent political leadership images such as Pontius Pilate, Caesar –  which called into service, weights and 	measurements to determine gold and silver levels accumulating into a final total minus the government’s portion.    


5	Who are the “living and the dead”? Some references - Mtt 8:22 “Follow me, let the dead bury the dead”, Mtt 28:7 “He is risen..from the dead”, Js 2:17 “Faith by itself if not accompanied by 	works, is dead.”


“You are Love and love alone” – by All sons and daughters on the “We are Worship” website.
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Graeme and his wife Vel continue to submit their research according to their faith reading at 1 Cor 7. There were as yet quite a few organised Christian communities outside Jerusalem and the extent of Paul’s correspondence at around early AD 50, showed how much he cared for God’s Plan of Redemption and the issues the members were subsumed with. The Church at Corinth was something of a half-way house regarding application of faith and Paul’s internal answers addressed inter alia Christian marriage1 where he focussed on the origin and development of God’s principles and morals when man and woman were created, [Gen 1:26, 2:18], a unique relationship2 that was socially approved, one which would ex post the ascension of Christ reflect Christ’s glory by being separate from the world. Paul clarified spousal responsibilities and advised patience and longsuffering which had a direct bond to the believer’s growth. For Christians, the word ‘marriage’ functionally meant ‘a combined activity’ and Paul in addition made out the case for non-separation [in the normal course] highlighting the positive influence the believing spouse had on the unbelieving spouse, in that the latter was sanctified through the believing spouse. Serving God was possible and practical at any location where God was able to use the believer in any station in life3. Paul, speaking within the sphere of redemption, advised on other topics4 which impacted directly on outward obedience. The collateral advantage of being single encompassed a member’s timeline to convey God’s love and Grace whereas a husband and wife had time-consuming obligations5. Paul urged righteousness with Christ and dealing honestly with their consciences daily before God. He counselled members to praise God and give thanksgiving to Him.  The Church’s unity lay in the Gospel, in the weight and heaviness of God’s Presence,  in the glory of Christ seen and reflected by the New Covenant, in the parousia and through the Church. ANY PERSON who wishes to partake of Jesus Christ’s perfect Salvation may ask Him to show you His Truth - and He shall.      


Footnotes


1	Jesus placed women on equal standing with men, offering them the same way to Salvation and demanding the same standard of worship. He “blessed Mary among women”; He blessed 	and prayed over women, taught them, forgave them and honoured them. New Testament women fellowshipped with the men, prayed and helped elect Matthias, received power and 	gifts of the Holy Spirit, taught the full truths of the Gospel, exhibited divine favour by anointing Christ [Jn 11:1,2] and prophesied – all significantly for the work of Christ. 


2	The Hebrew word for flesh was bāśār which meant “principal constituent of the human body”. Making up the ‘whole person’ was man and his wife. A man’s wife was no longer permitted 	to be seen as a “chattel” [Roman classic law 27 BC to AD 284 separated property from contractual obligations], and the Biblical husband and wife compiled “everything that is within me”.  


3	From approx 50 AD externally - Life was dominated by Caesar, Proconsuls, Governors, Viceroys, Procurators, Magistrates aligned with classic Roman law – property, rights, servitudes etc 	and the Praetor’s foundations that ruled over outbursts, flare-ups and rashes of fanaticism, incivilities and criminal conduct. Jewish Law governed the Temple and Jewish religious life; 	images/idols un-codified and pagan had less legal persuasive authority yet influenced moral and ethical standards – resulting in obloquy and conflicting pernicious  teachings. 	


4	The Council, Jewish and Christian had previously decided the circumcision rite was unnecessary for Christian converts. Outward obedience  was crucial [the uncircumcised Abram 	walked blamelessy by faith, see Gen 17:1, Ro 4:11, 15:8]. The Bible candidly allows that it is possible to possess the sign and nothing more. [Romans 2:27] states the sign is defunct and 	indeed condemnatory [see Jeremiah the Prophet’s warning Jer 9:25]. Circumcision of the heart by God [see Deut 30:6] had outward obedience as its nexus. Keeping God’s 	Commandments was critical as this separated believers from the lusts of the world. Christians were not at liberty to scorn the rite - salvation was just not available ‘by works of the law’ 	since Christ has fulfilled the law. Regarding the system of slavery – Lord Jesus, His disciples and Apostles had no part in it, they encouraged mutual service, “ransomed by Christ” [the 	ultimate manumission] had a tangible meaning. The Hebrew word “betûlâ” meant ‘virgin’ [separate] - the Bible calls Christ’s Church the Bride of Christ, via the Virgin Birth, a separate 	priesthood untainted by worldly philosophies. Christ’s Church was not aligned with “almâ” which meant ‘a s-xually mature woman’. The Apostles taught the Church was innocent, 	separate and belonged to Christ. It was quite another thing to be wealthy to assist the less fortunate and materially give to the Church. Greed however was despised.


5	Marriage was God’s idea to ultimately reflect Christ’s beloved Church; commitment was essential; ideally marriage was the best environment for raising children; ideally only death 	should dissolve marriage; love, patience, tolerance, forgiveness was to be practiced daily [even up to 70x7 per day]; a true marriage created joy, imbued honest interactive commitment, 	provided for plenty of humorous moments and was honourable in Father’s sight. 	


“Confession” – by City Harmonics…		 
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Graeme and his wife Vel explore Paul’s views on matters raised by the Church at Corinth, in 1 Corinthians 5. To get around a few of the difficult topics Paul made strong arguments for the unsaved and advised believers to not distance themselves from them [for we were all once unbelieving]. However regarding immorality, the incredulity in Paul’s expression “It is actually reported…” reveals the distaste for sin. Paul laid out forthright instructions directed at the immoral whom he contends are ‘puffed up’ with ‘sin’. Leviticus 2 the thank-offering consisted of grain offered and reminded the Israelites of Yahweh’s provision of food1. Malice entailed inter alia the ambitious, gross tearing down of another’s good will and the spread of lies about members. Paul advised members to resist and defeat the conduct extant by measures meted not out of vengeance but from God’s loving correction2 strongly urging the Church to take diligent steps against members led by subordinate powers of evil3 and keep no company with them. The Church belonged to God and was His House of Worship, Christ built it and placed obedient believers who maintained the doctrine of following His Son4 in a position to be blessed by Father. [Ephesians 4:32] enlightened the Church to be kind, gentle, thoughtful, showing consideration and being very forgiving towards one another, making use of God’s mercies that are new every morning [Gal 3:29, 6:15]. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to change from the ‘old generation’ into the Lord Jesus’ regeneration and renewal, may pray to Him to save them and He says He shall.





Footnotes


1	No yeast was permitted in the bread offered up, as a little yeast affected the whole lump of bread. Paul explained that immorality and malice, if left unchecked would spread like yeast to 	corrupt and erode childlikeness in faith, fellowship and holiness. In the New Covenant Jesus Christ is the Bread of Life, we offer ourselves to God ‘un-puffed up’ childlike for His service.  


2	Malice was irrational, elastic free-floating, subjective, arbitrary, unreasonable, inappropriate and ensconced “one-upmanship”. Christ, our Precious Lord, Himself advised His followers to 	“get rid of malice” [Mk 7:18-23] and so did Paul. Christ’s Life when applied, touched deep down to dividing the soul and spirit, the bones and marrow [Hebr 4:12]. The Church was to adopt 	Christ’s mind of regeneration [a new generation] and renewal, forgiveness and truth [Act 4:32]. In modern times Christ’s followers must be a holy sacrifice to Our Father in heaven 	[functional and practically assisting the widows and aged] with unwavering hope and see for yourselves how Gracious God really is.[G&V’s testimony is that Our Father’s grace and 	forgiveness in our own lives, for us is unmatched] see 1Peter 2: 2 and 3].


3	Idol worship originated before 2000 BC via the pantheon from Canaan and their declensions. God is a jealous God, the “I Am” [Omnipresent God], Who never permits any image to 	replace Him and so serious was He that He critically included a direct prohibition in the 3rd, 4th and 5th articles of the Ten Commandments. In modern times we have two Commandments 	to obey [see, Mk 12:30,31 where Jesus laid out the specific terms] and need to ask God for His assistance which He says He will give abundantly [Titus 3:4-7]    


4	The objective of God is  the same today as AD 52, that the Church become a reflection of Christ, worshipping and praising Our Father. As a vehicle the Church received teaching through 	obedience and singing praises to His works which inter alia ushered in a different approach from the religious Law Christ wholly fulfilled. Now it was gifts and talents, as promised, 	working through individuals that made up the Church, flowing from the creative nature of Father God generating encouragement for the Church on its path towards fullness of 	Christ’s 	glory. Paul’s discussion of “un-checked” behaviour if one explored the specific terms today one might see – the behaviour would statutorily also be disallowed in a modern boardroom. 	The immoral and malicious members offered puffed-up bread - whereas the Father required believers in Christ’s Church of believers to be ‘unleavened bread’ and have a ‘childlike faith’ in 	His Son. 


	


“Adonai” – Hillsong Live, Mighty to Save CD cut 9, [The sound of worshipping generations].	
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Graeme and his wife Vel read 1 Cor 6 where the core of Paul’s requested intervention is discussed and onus was placed upon the Church to personally assist the members in judging religious matters between one another that required resolving. The disciples were fully Christian at that point and the impact of the Holy Spirit left onlookers in not much doubt that a significant change had taken place in the disciples lives. Much had been sacrificed for this, the highest price ever paid, unmatched – the law fulfilled by the Son of God. The differentiation of God’s work, between Old Testament days and New Testament days, was that originally God’s Spirit visited upon select men and women for the express purpose of presenting man in the correct state to approach a Holy God; and for guidance purposes for God’s Children of Israel to lead them along His Way; in the latter case it was the “Appian Way”, Christ’s Way – the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  Paul gave strict instructions on how to avoid falling back into fleshly habits through his use of the word “ know ”2 which is prominent in this chapter, where he issues guidance for Christ’s Church in exhibiting humility, peace and worship of God. Paul refers to the Saint’s judgment of angels, and for the sake of clarity, we both feel that the overshadowing principle is that God’s “order” must be respected3 as His greater Plan is for the glory of Christ through everything and in everything. Believers are “called, chosen and faithful”. Due to the work of the Cross, mankind who believes, might approach God and serve Him which entailed a turning away from immorality, that when the prescribed time came, he or she might be found in Christ.   





ANY PERSON who wishes to know Christ and the glory of His Presence, may repent and ask Him to forgive your sins [He hears you].    





Footnotes


1	The classic Roman Law courts dealt with civil and criminal claims. It was up to the Church to investigate matters that concerned their members appropriately and spiritually.


2	Knowing God and praising God. Know about God’s principles of judgment of the world by the Creator – Our Father God; inheritance; the body of Christ; the body as a 	Temple for the Holy 	Spirit. 


3	Hebrews 1 vigorously challenges believers to understand Christ’s superiority over everything that is created and His place of Highest honour at Father’s Throne, where He alone enjoys the 	title “Son of God”. The Biblical record documents God’s order of creation and positions the angels a little higher than man. It is our faith doctrine that believers pray to Jesus Christ and 	through Christ, to the Father in heaven.  God’s judgment is set for a prescribed time in the future where judgments will take place.
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Graeme and his wife Vel humbly tender the following Christmas passage of the night the Son of God was born, according to our faith and we wish all persons and families a wonderful warm Season.    








Over one billion galaxies spinning at 490,000 miles an hour, rotating once every two hundred million years, glorified God with their awesome brilliance on the night Christ was born. The galaxies in the Universe and mankind’s own galaxy in immense cosmic space and time dazzled with luminoscity to greet the special babe; the earth - once a chaotic shapeless mass veiled with gaseous dark vapours and droplets; balanced itself with gorgeous light perfectly articulated its stunning geological sculptures and underwater trenches, geometrically and sensationally displaying a tabernacle of drama and art as the theatre for God’s glory, [Ge 1; Mtt 2:2].  








The earth’s strata, “stairs” that formed the vaults of heaven hallowed with heightened activity of heavenly hosts singing notes of wonder to the marvellous Prince of Peace, a babe, born to bear God’s reconciliation to mankind. The complex sea of spinning stars, their diamanté colors and intelligent brightness equal in total number to the grains of sand upon all the glistening coastlines of the earth, with exceeding joy invited mankind to join in the grandeur and wonder, a glorious impetus of pealing benedictory praises to Christ’s reputation, Whose Name would secure to mankind God’s Perfect Love. 








Father God and His Son Jesus Christ, in the fullness of Time broke through mankind’s history -  a much-needed Redeemer, a Friend of sinners, Rod of authority, Dew of the morning, overflowing Abundance, the Generosity of God’s heart, The Light the Truth and the Way to ANY who seek Him, the glorious Blessing from God, Purger of sins, Inspirer of Hope, Commander of the Hosts of heaven; Anointed with Grace and Supplication, worshipped by all His creatures great and small, Messiah the Anointed Conqueror,  the Wisdom and Lamb of God – adored, loved, called forth by the praises of a non-severable line of generations of believers, enthroned in the praises of our parents who served with candour.  Lord Jesus, for Your glorious majesty, we honour You at this time, grateful to Father God for His Plan that You met with obedience, joy and Salvation.  








ANY PERSON may join in the singing to Christ at this Season, Who came to bring Salvation; if you wish to pray for Salvation, Jesus Christ will answer you where you are. 
































































































































Graeme and his wife Vel determine critically and objectively a crucial tenet of Christian doctrine at 1 Cor 15, where the resurrection of the believer’s body has a direct nexus to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The structure Christ built physically, was a life of obedience to the Father, the death penalty of the law, death on a Cross for a [blanket] of mankind’s sins, burial, the empty tomb and New Covenant resurrection from the dead with ascension to the Father. For avoidance of doubt Paul lists witnesses to Jesus being alive - Cephas1 and the twelve2, over five hundred others, and James, Jesus’ flesh and blood brother who at first doubted - until our Lord Jesus physically appeared to him3. Paul lists these witnesses however he had not yet been ‘called’ by our Lord Jesus, so he was not a physical witness to the warmth, joy and surprise the disciples experienced when they saw that their Saviour had actually passed from death to Eternal Life. It is through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, that believers’ physical bodies would be spiritually transformed into the incorruptible - the deliverance of the soul from its house of clay4. Paul sets the structural, chronology of Kingdom events from Adam’s sin which cast mankind’s body as ‘corruptible’; to the entrance of the Son of God into history, Who lived, taught, died and rose from the dead and lives today; and then still further regarding Salvation that is open for all nations on the earth to also have a chance to be raised ‘incorruptible’ like Christ at His coming. In the interim period before the prescribed time, believers are to work hard at what they are skilled at, prepare well in their work, remain humble, exercise wisdom in daily life [Proverbs] and praise God for blessings, creativity, Grace and humour that He liberally gives with joy, placed in the believers’ hearts. At the ‘prescribed end’, Jesus Christ delivers the kingdom to God the Father thus bringing to cessation all rule, authority and power5. ANY PERSON who wishes to find the miracle of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, may lift up hands and pray to Him - He is here to save you.   


Footnotes


1	It was Jesus Who first conferred the title upon Peter at their initial encounter, after Andrew’s introduction. Cephas means ‘rock’ or ‘stone’, see Matt 16:18 


2	This constituted the twelve, with Mathias making up the number, after Judas Iscariot, who ex post facto realised to his conscience’s dismay, that his “40 silver piece” part-payment	 	for betrayal was the worst decision he could ever have made from a position of trust which branded him doomed and damned because he chose to, so he committed suicide. 


3	Jesus too experienced “disbelieving” family members [e.g. His brother, James]; however Jesus fastened His sights objectively upon Father’s work and the ministry to the plain 	ordinary people, the suffering and the poor. James’ actual ‘disbelief’ initially stemmed from orthopraxy - a slight variation of the truth about man’s inherent propensity to sin. A belief 	circulated, that ‘those of learning’ who had ‘good intentions’, to them sin would not be imputed and they would have the right to self-governance. God’s Will was thus moulded. To 	these ‘favoured’ [Lk14:8,9] were given “the best seats”, the best positions to industry, trade, education, fiduciary.  Christ directly challenged the teaching of ‘elevating one above the 	other’ as arrogant and false; and so did Paul, for it is only in repentance and forgiveness one is able to consider that others be given a welcome into God’s Kingdom. Thus James 	‘unspeciously believed’ when He saw Christ had indeed risen from the dead, and then James walked according to the Will of God [Mk 3:33]. Christians must, going forward, practice a 	robust relationship with Christ, the Father, [Who is knowable and desires a relationship] through the Bible - it is imperative to stay connected.


4	Ro 8:21 reveals the liability of the material universe to change and decay; and man’s liability to sin categorised as corruptible [Mk 7:21-23]. Paul expressly tells us Christ was the “first 	fruits” of the resurrection, [v 20], which made Him the Master of the dead and Lord of Life. Christ’s prophecy that He would be raised in three days [Mk 8:31] placed Christ, again, 	in the Supreme position of “Master of the future”, verified by Him actually having risen. Believers have an imperishable inheritance [not subject to taxation nor taint from the world]  	categorised as the priceless gift of eternal life. The only human ever upon the earth Who ‘saw no corruption’ was our Lord Jesus Who with the Godhead residing within Him remained 	holy, sinned not, and was raised incorruptible in physical appearance that assures believers that each one’s resurrection will happen, just as predicted by our Lord Jesus. 	 


5	The zeal of the Lord will accomplish God’s purposes for he causes “praise” to come into full view so that Father God rejoices [See Ps 69:9; Pr 19:2; Isa 42:4, 59:17]. For believers’ 		who “walk by faith and not by sight”, the incorruptible meant they shall there have ‘sight’. Paul taught that every believer lives a life of praise to the Lord Jesus, in all circumstances.  





“Selah” and “I receive” -  by Hillsong London, Hail to the King CD cut 8 and cut 9.
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Graeme and his wife Vel offer our non-extensive views on the final chapter of 1 Corinthians at 16. Before Paul’s conversion, Christianity had spread to Damascus however there was as yet no established Christian Communities besides the Jerusalem congregation. Doctor Luke set the date of the earliest established Church as after Herod Agrippa’s death [Acts 12:20ff],  Paul’s conversion was likely to have been around AD 34 or AD 35, he visited Jerusalem between AD 37 and Ad 38, re-visited with Barnabas bearing much needed famine-relief from fledgling Churches1 and visited finally in AD 57. Officially the Council at Jerusalem made an attendant ruling2 voicing approval regarding Phillip’s mission at Samaria, the baptism of Cornelius at Caesarea and foundational policy of the new Church at Antioch. The energetic aspect of the assembled Christians at Antioch was displayed in the substantial alms that were sent to the mother Church in Jerusalem particularly when hardships occurred and famine struck. Some disciples ex post facto the persecution of Stephen in Jerusalem had taken the lead and preached to both Gentile and Jew with an outcome of great numbers being saved. Paul worked and instructed the Corinthian Church in being participatory regarding relieving the plight of Christians in Jerusalem3. Paul mentioned Achaia and Asia Minor [his jurisdictions] with Barnabas who often travelled alongside him. Almsgiving and support were obligations willingly adopted by Churches4. 


ANY PERSON who wishes to reach out to Christ our Lord with a heart to belief, may pray and ask Him for Salvation.    





Footnotes


1	Acts 11:29f, 12:25 


2	This means that together Paul, Barnabas from Antioch and the elders and apostles from Jerusalem with James, [Jesus’ actual brother] presiding, had together given it much thought. 	The yoke of the Law, the spread of the Gospel among the Gentiles [outnumbering the Jewish members] and the maintenance of Christian morals were questions to be ventilated 	and settled at the highest level. The debate opened, relevant issues aired and later the “First Principle” emerged. As a sign of Grace and courtesy the Gentiles would respect 	certain Jewish scruples, circumcision was not prohibited however Gentiles were under the New Covenant Code. Foods the Jewish brethren found particularly abominable, Gentiles 	[giving praise to God for every created thing] would temporarily not partake of cf Gal 1:13 When war broke out in AD 66, Jerusalem [and the Church] were obliterated which left the 	notable Antioch as core Church and foreign mission, ‘birthed’ by non other than Nicolas, one of the ‘seven’ from Acts 6:5.  From Antioch to its surrounding jurisdictions James’ 	apostolic letter was delivered which focussed upon God-centred ethics for the good of the Christian Community – i.e. “no consuming blood, things strangled, idolatry, immorality, 	fornication”. Archaeological excavations have borne out the unreserved and exclusive commitment to Christ from believers where pertaining to the 4th century AD discoveries 	contained over twenty Church ruins, a witness that God’s purposes are always accomplished – as Jesus prophesied. Paul’s third apostolic journey commenced from Antioch.  


3	After cessation of ‘the sacrifice’, almsgiving ranked high on the list of compassionate religious duties. Paul explained that in the cities money was collected every Sunday for food, 	received for fair distribution to the poor.  As believers understood it – giving back was aligned to a deep thankfulness to God for Salvation, which placed emphasis on plentiful 	opportunities to be obedient cf. Acts 20:35. Just to be clear - almsgiving did not justify a person, however it was one of the elements that had direct connection to one being 	recognised by God as “a righteous man or a righteous woman”,  one who having benefitted from industry and thrift, supported those in the faith who had due to some form 	of disastrous internal or external event suffered poverty.  


4	Modern common excuses heard for not giving to the poor – “they don’t ‘deserve’ it; application is for another time; we don’t have this in our family; we’re looking after ourselves; 	the poor 	will waste our money; an agent will take the gift and the poor never see it; we might become a victim ourselves; we don’t know where to start; our miniscule amount won’t 	make a difference”.  In Luke 7:11-15 Jesus shattered belief about the poor when he perchance walked into a funeral procession as he approached the village gate to leave. A woman 	had lost her husband and her only son was dead – her last means of support. Jesus’ heart overflowed with sympathy and he reached out to raise her son from the dead. The people 	witnessed the heart of God when they saw the manner in which Jesus had eased the widow’s suffering.  





A New Hallelujah –  Michael W Smith, A New Hallelujah CD, 2008, cut 3 [sung with the African Children’s Choir]. 
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