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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 


The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants is the ISO 9001-certified national, professional association of CPAs, with more than 350,000 members, including CPAs in business and industry, public practice, government, and education; student affiliates; and international associates. The AICPA maintains offices in New York City, Washington DC, Durham, NC, Ewing, NJ, and Lewisville, TX. 


The AICPA represents the profession nationally in dealing with rule-making, standard-setting and legislative bodies, public interest groups, state CPA societies, and other professional organizations. The AICPA’s proactive communications program is designed to inform regulators, legislators, the public, and others of the varied roles and functions of CPAs in society.


The AICPA develops standards for audit and other services by CPAs, provides educational guidance materials to its members, develops and grades the Uniform CPA Examination, and monitors and enforces compliance with the profession’s technical and ethical standards.


The AICPA’s founding in 1887 established accountancy as a profession distinguished by rigorous educational requirements, high professional standards, a strict code of professional ethics, a licensing status, and a commitment to serving the public interest.


MISSION 


The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants is the national, professional organization for all certified public accountants. Its mission is to provide members with the resources, information and leadership that enable them to provide valuable services in the highest professional manner to benefit the public, employers and clients.


In fulfilling its mission, the AICPA works with state CPA organizations and gives priority to those areas where public reliance on CPA skills is most significant.


To achieve this mission, the AICPA engages in many activities, including:
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MISSION 


The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants is the national, professional organization for all certified public accountants. Its mission is to provide members with the resources, information and leadership that enable them to provide valuable services in the highest professional manner to benefit the public, employers and clients.


In fulfilling its mission, the AICPA works with state CPA organizations and gives priority to those areas where public reliance on CPA skills is most significant.


To achieve this mission, the AICPA engages in many activities, including:


Advocacy 


Protecting and promoting the profession’s interests as the national representative of CPAs before government, regulatory bodies, and other organizations. 


Certification and Licensing 


Seeking the highest possible level of uniform certification and licensing standards and promoting and protecting the CPA designation.


Communications 


Promoting public awareness of and confidence in the integrity, objectivity, competence and professionalism of CPAs and incorporating the needs and views of CPAs into communications programs.
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Recruitment and Education 


Encouraging highly qualified individuals to become CPAs and supporting the development of outstanding academic programs.


Standards and Performance 


Establishing professional standards; assisting members in continually improving their professional conduct, performance, and expertise; and monitoring such performance to ensure adherence to current standards and requirements.


MAJOR PROGRAMS 


The AICPA has developed major programs to implement this mission. Ongoing programs include: 


Evaluating international, national and local issues and trends, and tracking and analysis of threats to and opportunities for the profession. 


Undertaking recruitment efforts to attract highly qualified individuals into the profession and position the profession as offering diversity in work and career paths. 


Promoting outstanding academic programs, emphasis on teaching quality, and aggressive minority educational initiatives. 


Preparing and grading the Uniform CPA Examination and encouragement of efforts to adopt uniform, high level requirements governing the issuance of the AICPA certificate. 


Support for the enactment of the 150-hour educational requirement as a prerequisite to licensing, and the pursuit of efforts at the international reciprocity. 
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Promulgating standards, setting of requirements for, and membership assistance in the continuous improvement of professional and ethical conduct, performance, and expertise. 


Developing measures to continually improve the financial reporting system and to detect, expose and prevent fraud. 


Operating comprehensive Continuing Professional Education (CPE) programs for CPAs. 


Launched with the Ad Council Feed the Pig™ is a three-year public service announcement campaign designed to encourage 25 - 34 year olds to take control of their personal finances; Feed the Pig is an extension of 360 Degrees of Financial Literacy, the CPA profession’s public awareness campaign to help improve America’s financial knowledge.  


INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


The AICPA has established an International Strategy Committee to enhance its role and influence in the development of a worldwide public accounting profession responsive to the demands of a global marketplace, work together with international standard-setting bodies, regional and national accounting associations, regulators and the state CPA societies to foster the development and adoption of international standards and business opportunities for the profession.


The AICPA is a charter member of the International Federation of Accountants, whose goal is to achieve uniform accounting and auditing standards throughout the world.


Website : � HYPERLINK "http://www.aicpa.org" ��www.aicpa.org�











Kind Regards


Graeme and Vel


� HYPERLINK "http://www.companiesactonline.co.za/" �www.companiesactonline.co.za� 
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